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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE OF THE SKILLED Laspour Market. 
. The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 

On the whole, the returns for August do not disclose an 
marked change in the state of employment as compared with 
July. Employment continues good in nearly all trades, and 
compares favourably with a year ago. 

In the 110 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
429,621, making returns, 14,592 (or 3:4 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of August, compared with 3°1 per cent. 
in July, and with 5-2 per cent. in the 87 unions, with a member- 
ship of 393,001, from which returns were received for August 
1895. 

Employment in Various Industries.—Coal Mining.— 
Employment in this industry is better than last month and than 
a year ago. At pits employing 361,660 persons, an average of 
5 days per week was worked in August, compared with 4°83 in 
July and 4°71 in August 1895. Unemployed miners in trade 
‘unions in Northumberland and Durham amounted at the end of 
the month to 1:3 per cent. of the membership, as compared with 
1°4 per cent. of the membership at the end of July and 2:7 per 
cent. at the end of August 1895. 

Iron Mining—Kmployment continues to be good, and the 
number of workpeople employed is about 5 per cent. more than 
a year ago. Returns from 126 iron mines and open works, em- 
ploying 16,277 workpeople, show that the average number of 
days worked by the mines during August was 5°62 days per 
week, compared with 5°60* days in August 1895. 

In the Pig Iron Industry employment has fallen off slightly 
during the month, but is considerably better than a year AZO, 
The ironmasters making returns had 343 furnaces in blast, 
employing 21,973 workpeople, at the end of August, or 33 more 
furnaces and 1,580 more men than a year ago, but 5 less furnaces 
and 159 less men than at the end of July. 


* Amended figure. 
93506. Wt. 118. 
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Employment at Steelworks shows little change. It is much 
better than a year ago. The number employed at the end of the 
month at 122 works was 34,516, compared with 34,421 at the 
end of July, and 30,806 at the end of August 1895. 

At 86. Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills employment. has 
improved. The numbers employed amounted to 18,061 at the 
end of the month, or 566 more than at the end of July, and 776 
more than a year ago. 

In the Tinplate trade employment continues to improve. The 
proportion of mills giving full employment remains the same as 
in July, but the number of mills working at the end of the month 
has increased from 308 to 311. 

Employment in the Enyineering and kindred trades shows a 

slight falling off, the percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of August being 2°4, compared with 2°1 for July. The 
percentage in August 1895 was 5°4. 
. Employment in the Shipbuilding trades is scarcely so good, 
the percentage of unemployed union members having risen from 
75 in July to 8:2 in August. In August 1895 the percentage 
was 11°8. 

The Building trades are still busy and show some improvement, 
the percentage of unemployed in unions making returns having 
fallen from 1°8 in July to 1-1 in August. The percentage for 
August 1895 was 1°8. 

he Furnishing trades as a rule continue well employed. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of August 
was 2°1 compared with 2°0 in July and 2°4 per cent. in August of 
last year. 

Owing to seasonal causes both the letterpress and lithographic 
branches of the Printing trade have fallen off to some extent, 
while employment in the Bookbinding trade has improved. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of August 
was. 5°6, compared: with 3°8 in July and 6°7 in August 1895. 

Employmeut in the Paper trade has somewhat improved, the 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of August 
being 4°8, compared with 5:1 in July. 

In the Glass trade employment is scarcely so good, the. per- 
centage of unemployed having risen from 118 at the end of July 
to 13°5 in August. 

Employment in the Leather trades has improved, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members having fallen from 4°9 in 
July to 3‘7 at the end of August. In August 1895 the percentage 
was 2°4. 

Employment continues very slack in most centres of the whole- 
sale Boot and Shoe trade, and is not good in the bespoke trade. 
_. In the ready-made Clothing trade employment at the end of the 
month was fairly good; in the bespoke branch employment 
continues dull, 

Employment in the Cotton trade continues fair in both Spin- 
ning and Weaving. at | 

Employment in the Woollen trade is fair; in the Worsted trade 
there has been a further decline. 
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In the Hosiery trade employment is not quite so good.) 

- “As regards the employment of women in the Teztile’ trades, 
information respecting 446 mills, employing about 81,000 women 
and girls, shows that 84 percent. were in mills giving full employ- 
ment during the month, compared with 88 per cent. among those 
for whom returns were received for July. 3 

Trade Disputes.—-The number of fresh disputes occurring 
in August was 90, involving about 13,000 workpeople, as com- 
pared with 85 disputes, involving about 20,000 persons in July, 
and 52, involving about 43,000 persons in August 1895. Thirty- 
five disputes took place in the engineering and shipbuilding trades, 
17 in the mining industry, 14 in the building trades, 11 in the 
textile trades, 5 in the various metal trades, 2 in the clothing trades, 
and 6 in the miscellaneous group of industries. Of the 73 old 
and new disputes, invoiving about 17,000 workpeople, of which 
the settlement has been reported, 36 involving about 9,000 persons, 
terminated in favour of the werkpeople, 21 involving about '3,500 
persons in favour of the employers and 10 involving 3,000 persons 
in a compromise; the results of the remaining 6 disputes, involving 
1,500 persons cannot at present be classified definitely. 

‘Changes in’ Rates of Wages.—The changes in rates’ of 
wages reported ‘during August affected about 23,000 workpeople, 
over 22,000 receiving increases and less than 1,000 sustaining 
decreases. The estimated effect of all the changes’ was an average 
advance of 1s, 6d. per week in the wages of the total number 
affected. About 2,000 building trade operatives, 15,000 work- 
people employed in the engineering and shipbuilding industries, 
and 2,000 tramway servants received increases. The decreases. 
were unimportant. 


Fires Cotton CanRcoes. 


‘The following warning to shipowners, underwriters, and others 
has been ‘issued by the Marine Department of the Board of 
Trade. 

The discovery of matches in the holds of vessels among cotton 
shipped at ports in the United States has led to the suggestion 
that the frequent fires in cotton cargoes may be due to incen- 
diarism or to the carelessness of the stevéedores’ labourers at the 
loading ports. 

With a view to preventing, if possible, the recurrence of such 
fires, the Board of Trade desire to urge upon all interested the 
necessity for the exercise of the utmost care by masters and 
officers of vessels during the shipment of cotton cargoes. 

The following remarks were recently made by the Acting 
President of the New Orleans Cotton Exchange :—.. ; 

“ The local authorities and this exchange can protect cotton on 
the landing, but after it‘ is placed on board ship the control is 
vested in the ship’s. officers only, 

“Tt is the.custom of the workmen to change their clothes 
when they go on board, and I am informed that their working 
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garb contains no pockets. Their ordinary apparel is wrapped up 
and laid aside, to be again assumed when they leave the vessel. 
Smoking is prohibited by law on the landing, and should be, if it 
is not, prevented on board by the ships’ officers. There is, there- 
fore, no ueed for the men to carry matches or to have any explo- 
sive material about their persons when at work, 

“Tf ships’ officers maintain sufficient watchfulness, danger from 
contents of the men’s ordinary clothing may easily be averted. In 
short, proper instructions to officers by owners would, if obeyed, 
obviate cause of complaint.” 


IcELAND FISHERIES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a despatch from the British Minister 
at Copenhagen, reporting that the King of Denmark has‘remitted 
the fines imposed in May last upon the steam trawlers “ Caspian” 
and “Germania” of Grimsby and “ Porpoise” of Boston, under 
the Icelandic Fishery Law of November 1894. 

It appears that the penalties were imposed upon these vessels 
solely for having entered the territorial waters of Iceland with 
their trawls on board, and that there was no charge against them 
of having fished or committed other misconduct, 


ComMeErRciAL Retations OF Great BRITAIN AND THE 
Dominican REPUBLIC. 

The following notice was published in the “ London Gazette” 
of August 21 last :— 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received, from 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic, a 
Note, dated the 14th ultimo, denouncing the Treaty of Friend- 
ship, Commerce, and Navigation signed between Great Britain 
and Dominica on the 6th March 1850. This notice of denuncia- 
tion, which is in conformity with the provisions of Article X. of 
the Treaty, as supplemented by the terms of the subsequent 
Declaration of the 7th September 1860, has been accepted by Her 
Majesty’s Government, and the stipulations of the Treaty, except 
those relating to peace and friendship between the two countries 
and their subjects and citizens, will cease and determine 


accordingly on the 14th July 1897. 


Fever 1n WATERS. 


Caution to Shipmasters. 


The Board of Trade have received a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, reporting a serious 
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outbreak of yellow fever on board a British vessel at that port, 
which is attributed to the ship’s deck being washed down with 
water from alongside. Masters of vessels bound to Rio de 
Janeiro are cautioned against using the salt water from the Bay 
for any purpose whatever; and it is suggested that masters of 
sailing vessels should sweep down decks every night and morning, 
and that bilges should be well cleaned and cement washed. 
Steamers should only use condensed water. 


OrriciaL ENQUIRIES UNDER THE ExpLusions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at Falkirk,’on the 19th August, 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at the 
Maddiston Brickworks, Linlithgow, on the 28th July last 
whereby two persons were killed. 

The court found that the explosion was due to external corro- 
sion along the bottom of the boiler, which had become weakened 
to such an extent as to be unsafe to work at any useful pressure. 

They found that the owner bad entrusted the charge and 
supervision of the boiler te a person who was not qualified to 
make a proper inspection of it. 

The owner was ordered to pay the sum of 25/, towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Glasgow on the 27th August 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at. 
Blochairn on the 11th August, whereby three men were injured. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was examined by the 
inspector of an insurance company in July 1895, and they recom- - 
mended that it should be thoroughly overhauled. 

It was not in general use, and owing to other repairs of a pressing 
nature the recommendation was not complied with. 

On the 31st July last the insurance company reported that . 
the firebox was in an unsatisfactory condition, but this report 
escaped the attention of the owner’s engineer. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to excessive 
pre:sure, the furnace being weakened by corrosion, and that there - 
was want of proper supervision of the boilers at the works, and 
they ordered the owners to pay the eum of 401. towards the costs 
and expenses of the investigation. 


TENDERS FOR EREcTION OF FLoatine Dock 1n Havana. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Madrid, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Spanish Government for the construc- 
tion of a floating dock for Havana, and for its erection in that. 
port. 
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It appears that, under the terms stated, tenderers may also send 
in proposals for the working of the dock in question. 

All tenders must be received at the Spanish Ministry of 
Colonies before the 7th October next. 

The Spanish “ Gazette,” containing such additional particulars 
as have been published in Madrid, may be viewed at the Com- 
mercial Department of the Foreign Office, between the hours of 
1] a.m. and 6 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR CONSTRUCTION UF STEAMERS IN ROUMANIA, 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Bucharest, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Roumanian Government for the con- 
struction and delivery of steam vessels for the commercial 
maritime service of that country. Such particulars as Her 
Majesty’s Government have received on the subject may. be 
viewed at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any 
day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR STEAM Coat at Carre CoLony. 


According to a notice published in the Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette, tenders are invited for the supply of 
3,600 tons of “Ocean Merthyr” or any other equally good steam 
coal for the Western System of Railways, Cape Town, during 
the six months ending June 30th, 1897. 

Forms of tender, conditions of contract, and all other particulars 
are obtainable from the Agent-General of the Colony, at 112, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W. 

The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted, and 
the Government reserves to itself the right to accept the whole 
or any portion of the quantity tendered for. 

Sealed tenders, addressed to the Agent-General of the Colony, 
at 112, Victoria Street, London, S.W., and marked outside 
“Tender for Coal,” will be received up to noon on Thursday, 


17th September, 1896. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 

Admiralty.—Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on 

Thursday the 1st October for Italian hemp to be delivered :— 
160 tons at Chatham Dockyard. 
70 tons at Devonport Dockyard. 

Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all 

rticulars, may be obtained on personal application at the 
Admiralty, Whitehall, S.W., or by letter addressed “ Director of 
Navy Contracts, Admiralty, Whitehall, S.W.” 
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War Office—Tenders will be received by 12 o’clock noon on 
28th September 1896 for the supply of the following material for 
Army and Post Office services :—Cloth, 896,530 yards; serge, 
693,950 yards; tartan, 147,250 yards; tweed, 550,000 yards. 

Patterns and specifications can be seen and forms of tender 
obtained at the Chamber of Commerce, Leeds, and at the Royal 
Army Clothing Department, Grosvenor Road, London, S.W. 

Tenders will also be received on the same date for the supply 
of 1,213,000 yards of flannel. 

Patterns and specifications can be seen and forms of tender 
obtained at Hulme Barracks, Manchester, at the Chamber of 
Commerce, Rochdale, and at the Royal Army Clething Depart- 
ment, Grosvenor Road, London, 

Forms of tender for both the above can also be obtained from 
the Director of Army Contracts, War Office, S.W. 


BoarD oF TRADE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded binocular glasses to Louis 
Crespin, master of the French s.s. “Colomba,” of St. Nazaire, in 
acknowledgement of his humanity and kindness to the shipwrecked 
crew of the s.s. “ Topaz,” of Glasgow, which was abandoned in the 
English Channel on the 5th December last, and to Domingo 
Alvarez, master of the s.s. “ Mudela,” of Bilbao, in acknowledge- 
ment of his humanity and kindness to the shipwrecked crew of the 
British yacht “ Amy,” which was wrecked off the Casquets, on 
the 9th instant. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Pieter 
J. Maes, master, and silver medals to Arnoldus A. Renier, pilot, 
Englebert J. Gombert, and August L. P. Durand, apprentice 
pilots, of the Belgian pilot cutter No. 6, of Flushing, in recogni- 
tion of their services to the crew of the schooner * Camwood,” of 
Fowey, which was disabled off the Isle of Walcheren, on the 24th 
August last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded gold watches to Don Pedro 
J. Reyes, officer in charge of the Argentine Government light- 
house station at Staten Island, and Lieutenant Don Juan A. 


Rogucra, commander of the Argentine transport “I° de Mayo,” 


in recognition of their services to the shipwrecked crew of the 
barque “ Calcutta,” of Dundee, which was abandoned off Staten 
Island on the 17th September last. 


APPOINTMENTS IN THE SCIENCE AND ART DEPARTMENT. 

The Lords of the Committee of Council on Education have 
appointed Mr. A. J. R. Trendell, C.M.G., to be assistant secretary 
of the Department of Science and Art in succession to Mr. G. F, 
Duncombe, retired. 

Mr. Edward Belshaw succeeds Mr. Trendell as the chief clerk. 
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AWARDS TO ENGLIsH EXHIBITORS AT THE INNSBRUCK 
EXHIBITION, 1896. 


The London Chamber of Commerce has been requested by 
the Austro-Hungarian Government to make known the names of 
English exhibitors who have obtained awards at the International 
Sport Exhibition at Innsbruck, 1896, The following is the list of 
firms : — 


Diploma of Honour with Gold Medal and Crown, to 


Messrs. Jacques and Son - - 102, Hatton Garden, E.C.. 
Gold Medal with Crown, to 
Messrs. T. Burberry and Sons - 80, Haymarket, S.W. 
The Patent Pocket Alarm tea 
Co. - 68, Oxford Street, W. 
The Patent Sleeping Bag Co. - 68, Oxford Street, W. 
Messrz. Cooper, Cooper, and Co. - 71, Tooley Street, S.E. 
Messrs. J.S. Fry and Sons - Bristol. 
The British American “en Nozzel 
Co. 52, Oxford Street, W. 
Messrs. Rhus and Co. o tee = Fenchurch Street, 


Silver Medul and Crown, to 
The Liliputian Billiard Table Co. - 62, Vauxhall Bridge Road,. 
S.W. 


Basinghall Street, E.C, 
52, Oxford Street, W. 
68, Oxford Street, W, 


The Pneumatic Skate Co. - 
The Worcester Cycle Co. = - 
Mr. Otto von Hochbrunn - 


Mr, C. Hogan . - Endell Street, W.C. 
Hors Concours, to 
Messrs. P. B. Cow and Co. - - Cheapside. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 
The following inspectors of weights and measures have, during. 
the month of August 1896, passed ‘the examination provided for in 
the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889, 


Baird, William Lalor, James a 

Baker, Edward Long, Jeremiah 

Ballantine, William A. Lyons, Patrick 

Cattigan, John McKervey, Daniel 

Collins, Timothy Murphy, Patrick 

Cullen, John O’Beirne, Charles 

Desmond, Jeremiah: O’Donnell, Edward (Royal Irish 
Daffy, Patrick Ross, George Constabulary) 
Duggan, Patrick Rowe, William N. Ireland. 
Finnegan, James Shea, Patrick 

Hunter, William Torrance, William 

Kearney, Patrick Young, David 

Kelly, Bernard 
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FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions during the month ended 
31st August last was 32,472,622/. as compared with 34,587,3961. 
for August 1895, a diminution of 2,114,774/. or 6°11 per cent. 
The exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures were 
valued at 20,301,566/. as against 20,481,495/. in August 1895, a 
decrease of 179,929/. or 0°88 per cent. ; and the exports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise in August 1896 amounted in value to 
4,199,290/. as compared with 6,189,702 in August 1895, or a 
diminution of 32°16 per cent. 

With regard to the imports of last month, increases are found 
only under the headings of animals, living (for food), 59,4911. ; 
tobacco, dutiable, 40,865/.; metals, 256,925/.; and manufactured 
articles, 96,8991. ; while decreases are shown under articles of food 
and drink (duty free), 1,426,787/.; articles of food and drink, 
dutiable, 385,816/.; chemicals, dye-stuffs, and tanning substances, 
111,1130. ; oile, 36,2211. raw materials for textile manufactures, 
368,794/.; raw materials for sundry industries and manufactures, 
19,297/.; miscellaneous articles, 202,5701.; and parcel post, 
18,356. 

The decrease in the value of the imports is chiefly to be 
attributed to the falling off in the imports of wheat, which are 
valued at 1,313,905/. lees than in August 1895. 

Indian corn shows a decrease of 115,370/. in value, though the 
quantity imported is 617,340 cwts. more. Sugar has decreased 
311,891, butter has increased 177,562/., but margarine shows a 
slight diminution. 

Ss raw materials for textile manufactures, the imports of all 
kinds of wool have collectively decreased 479,880/. in value ; 
on the other hand, raw cotton shows an improvement of 195,640/. 
In other raw materials, hides have decreased 156,073/., and 
tallow and stearine 124,610, but wood, hewn and sawn, has 
improved 570,804. 

With regard to exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures from the United Kingdom during. August 1896 
as compared with August 1895, the following categories show an 
increased value :—Animals, living, 14,224/; yarns and textile 
fabrics, 25,127/.; metals and articles manufactured therefrom 
(except machinery), 202,615/.; apparel and articles of personal 
use, 7,400/.; and parcel post, 26,737/.; and the following cate- 
gories show a diminution in value, viz.:—Articles of food and 
drink, 91,175/.; raw materials, 200,337/.; machinery and mill- 
work, 15,776/.; chemicals and chemical and medicinal prepara- 


* Sce also Statistical Tables, pp. 368-69. 
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tions, 102,240/. ; all other articles, either manufactured or partly 
manufactured, 46,5047. 
The export of herrings has diminished in value to the extent of 


101,094/, but the other differences under the heading of articles 


of food and drink are unimportant. In raw materials, coal and 
patent fuel has decreased 113,778/., and sheep and lambs’ wool 
77,3471. The value of cotton piece-goods exported has increased 
605,974/., but there have been decreases under the headings of 
worsted tissues (275,230/.), woollen tissues (94,2617.), woollen and 
worsted yarn, silk manufactures, and linen piece-goods, so that 
the total increase under the category of articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured amounts, as has been shown, to only 25,1277. 

Taking the trade for the eight months ending 31st August 1896 
as compared with a like period of 1895, the figures are more 


satisfactory. | 

With regard to the imports decreases are only seen under raw 
materials for textile manufactures (1,959,837/.) ; articles of food 
and drink, dutiable (490,538Z) ; articles of food and drink, duty 
free (90,322/.); and parcel post (24,5441); all other categories of 
imports show an increased value for the period in question, 
especially manufactured articles (4,879,749/.) ; raw materials 
for sundry industries and wanufactures (3,007,7992) ; metals 
(1,418,662/.) ; and animals, living, for food (1,708,9912,) 

In the export trade for the periods of eight months under review, 


a decrease is observed under raw materials of 395,2652 ; all other 


categories showing an increased value, notably yarns and textile 
fabrics (5,252,548/.) ; metals and articles manufactured therefrom, 
except machinery (3,994,405/) ; and machinery and millwork and 
apparel and articles of personal use. The total value of exports 
of British and Irish produce and manufactures during the eight 
months ending August 31, 1896, amount in value to 13,480,5762, 
more than during the same period of 1895 ; the exports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise show, however, a diminution in value of 


2,798,242/. 
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IIl.—AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN, 1896, 


The following preliminary statement, compiled from the 


returns collected on the 4th June 1896, showing the increase or 
decrease on the returns for the years 1895 and 1894 respectively, 
was issued by the Board of Agriculture on the 28th August :— 


| | | 
Crops and Live Stock. | 1896. | 1895. 1894. | 1893. 
Acres. Acres, Acres. Acres. 
Wheat 3 1,693,957 1,417,483 1 897,524 
Barley - - 2,104,764 166, 2,095,771 | 2,075,097 
Oats - ‘ = - - 3,095,488 3,296,063 1 3,171,756 
Potatoes, - 568,741 541,217 504,454 527,82 
Hay from clover and rotation grasses 2,171,966 | 2,308,431 2,121,904 *2.047,008 
permanent pasture 4,638,722 4,760,889 4,852,442 | | 4,270,480 
Hops - - 54,249 58,940 59,535 57,564 
| 
| No, | No. No. No 
Cows and heifers in milkorinealf - | 2,511,675 | 2485,820 2,400,088 2,554,604 
Other cattle :—2 years and above - 1,365,057 | =: 1,481,525 1,516,672 1,580,242 | 
lyearand under2 - 1,806,313 | 1,190,363 1,217,145 | 1,854,523 
pan under 1 year - 1,310,537 | 1,246,623 1,153,210 | 1,211,287 
ToraL or CaTTuE - - 6403582 | 6,354,336 6,347,113 | 6,700,676 
Ewes kept for breeding - 9,925,587 9,663,129 | 9,668,002 10,128,676 
Other sheep :—1 year andabove’ - 6,427,982 6,334,386 | 6,342,730 6,911,063 
under lyear - 10,351,760 9,794,680 | 9,850,768 10,240,595 


TOTAL OF SHEEP - 


26,705,329 | 25,792,195 25,861,500 | 27,280,334 


Sows kept for breeding -| 993,720 | 415210 | 908,728 
Other pigs 2,495,072 400,221 9,038,007 1,804,808 


TOTAL OF Pigs - | 2,878,801 2,884,431 2,390,026 2,113,530 


Comparisons with 1895 and 1894. 


Increase. Decrease. 
Crops and Live Stock. = See 
Over 1895. | Over 1894. Under 1895. |, Under 1894, 
Per | Per Per Per 
Acres. |Cent.|| Acres. Cent.} Acres. Cent. Acres. |Cent. 
Wheat - - - 276,474 | 19°5 | - - - — || 284,005 | 12°21 
Barley - - - — | 8993 4961515 28) — 
Oats - - —_ }200,575 | 6°1 |157,913 | 49 
Potatoes - 22,524) 4°2 59,287) 11°87 — | — 
Hay from clove! — | 50,062 2°44131,465 | 5°7 
pasture - — | — $122,167 | 2°6 |213,720| 4°4 
Hops - | 4691 | 8°0 || 5 
Per Per Per | Per 
o. |Cent. No. No. |Cent./| No. | Cent, 
Cows 25,855 | 1°0 51,589 | 2°1 - 
Other cattle:—2 and above - - _ _- — | 66,468 | 4°6 || 151,615 | 10°0 
landunder2 | 115,945 | 9°7 89,168 | — - | 
o under 1 ° 63,914 | 5°1 157,327 | 13°6 — — | — = 
ToTAL OF CATTLE - | 189,246) 2°2 || 146,469| 2°3] — 
Ewes - | 262,458 | 2°7 || 257,585 | — | 
Other sheep :—1 and above - 98,596 | 1°5 85,252 | 1°3 
under 1 - | 557,080 | 5°7 || 500,992} 51) — - - 
ToTaL oF SHEEP - | 913,134| 3°5 || 943,929) 33] — 
Sows - -| — | — 19°12] — | — 
Other pigs 15,851 | 0°6 446,165 | 21°9 
ToTaL oF 488,775 | 20°5 | 5,680! 0°2 || — 
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IV.—BRITISH versus FOREIGN TRADE WITH 
VICTORIA. 


A Report has been prepared, by Mr. F. H. Bruford of the 
Statistical Branch of the Department of Trade and Customs 
(Victoria), in response to the request of the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, for information as to the 
extent of British and Foreign trade with Victoria and the increase 
and decrease thereof. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that by far the greater 
part of the foreign goods shipped to Victoria are received from 
British ports, and are entered in the statistical returns of the 
colony as from Great Britain: the statistical returns do not pretend 
to show the country of origin, and the return of direct importa- 
tions from each country does not give even approximately the 
trade in the produce of that country. 

- According to the return the percentage of importations from 
foreign ports on the total trade on those goods listed in the despatch 
was as follows :— 


Per cent. 
In 1884 - - 786 
In 1889 - - - 11:17 
In 1894 . - - - 12°58 


An estimate, made after careful inquiry amongst the importers, 
and by one who has a knowledge of the goods passing through 
the Custom-house, shows that the foreign trade in the same goods 
in 1894 was 33:06 per cent. of the total. Of this, only 12°58 per 
cent. was received direct from foreign countries. This estimate 
applies to the articles included in the return only, and it must not 
be mistaken for a correct statement of the percentage of the 
total foreign trade of Victoria. Tobacco, timber, wine, and many 
other goods which are not British products have been omitted, as 
also have all goods of which the foreign importations do not 
amount to 5 per cent. of the total importations. 

It is hardline evident, according to the Melbourne “ Journal 
of Commerce,” that the return is no indication of the actual 
importation of foreign goods, and that any argument founded 
upon the apparent increases would be fallacious; the return 
is, in fact, only valuable as a correct statement of the trade 
routes by which gvods arrive in Victoria and cf the total quan- 
tities imported. The failure of Victorian statistics to present 
the importations of British and foreign manufactures separately is 
owing to the course of trade. The wholesale importers in 
Victoria buy the greater part of their foreign goods in London. 
Their buyers have their head-quarters there, and it is in Great 
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Britain rather than in Victoria that the competition hetween 
British and foreign sellers takes place. The Victorian merchants 
do not always specify in their orders either British or foreign 
goods ; they leave it to the discretion of their buyers in London 
to purchase whichever may be cheapest at the time ; and further, 
they do not in all instances know whether the goods they import 
are of British or foreign manufacture. London is the emporium 
of trade for foreign as well as for British goods, and the catalogues 
of not a few manufacturers contain quotations for quantities of 
foreign articles. 

Under these circumstances goods, before their arrival in 
Victoria, lose their identity, and it would be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to trace them to their place of origin. Further, even 
when such goods are purchased direct from continental merchants 
they are commonly sent to England for shipment, in order that 
advantage may be taken of the cheap freights by British sailing 
ships, and for other reasons. 

It is not only continental goods which come from Great 
Britain. American goods are sent by way of London on account 
of the freight facilities offered by the regular trade lines of 
vessels, and they are also purchased in England for the Victorian 
market. 

There are other factors which tend to increase the total of 
British trade, as shown in the statistics. The whole of the inter- 
colonial trade ranks as British and much of this is simply the 
sending backwards and forwards of merchandise to suit market 
requirements. British goods shipped to Sydney and thence to 
Melbourne would appear twice as British trade to Australia, 
once in New South Wales and once in Victoria. Foreign goods 
shipped by the same route would appear in New South Wales 
as foreign, and in Victoria as British. This interchange is carried 
on to a considerable extent; American, Japanese, and Chinese 
goods commonly arrive by way of the neighbouring colonies, 
thus being included in the statistics of Victoria as British. 

There is a small contra reduction. A few Canadian goods 
come through the United States, and are ranked as foreign. 

Whether foreign trade, in proportion to the total commerce, 
has increased or decreased since 1884 or 1889 cannot be definitely 
stated, but it is the opinion of a majority of those best able to 
judge that there is no greater proportion of foreign trade trans- 
acted in Victoria than there was in 1884. In fabrics for women’s 
wear, and some other articles, the continental’ countries have 
improved their position; in hardware and heavy fabrics the 
British trade has advanced ; whilst in wooden goods the United 
States now, as heretofore, maintains supremacy in the markets 
of Victoria. Lately the trade in iron and steel has been 
threatened by the competition of Germany. 

The selection of the years 1889 and 1894 for comparison has 
rendered the return to some extent valueless as an indication of 
the increase or decrease of foreign trade in this colony. In the 
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year 1889 Victoria was at the climax of a commercial .and 
speculating maniaj and the imports were larger than at any 
previous period ;‘ in the year 1894, on the vther hand, the colony 
was at the lowest depths of a time of depression, and the imports 
had fallén to: a minimum. The total value‘of the goods included 


in the return was:— ‘ 


L 
In 1889 - 9,379,679 
In 1894» - 4,111,459 to 


Whether British and foreign trade were affected to an equal 
extent is doubtful, On the one hand, the importation of the 
many articles which are not necessaries of .life—such as pianos, 
pictures, fancy goods, which are foreign manufactures—almost 
entirely ceased ; whilst, on the other hand, the diminished incomes 
of the masses of the people led to the use of the cheaper 
continental manufactures in place of the better English goods. 

Mr. Bruford in his Report states :—‘ There are some remarks 
“ which apply generally to large classes of goods imported which 
“ it will be more convenient to consider together than to repeat 
“ under each separate heading.” These remarks deal with:— 
Freight and subsidies to shipping. Terms of credit. Exchange 
Marking of goods. Packing. Methods of transacting business. 
Price. Cataloguing and advertising. 


Freights and Subsidies to Shipping. 


The following lines of steamers trading to Victoria are sub- 

sidised :— 

The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company’s line 
and the Oriental Company’s line each receive a mail subsidy 
of 85,0001. per year from Great Britain and the colonies. 

The Nord Deutscher Lloyd Imperial, German line from Bremen 
to Melbourne, vid Southampton, Genoa, Naples, Suez, and 
Colombo, receives .a subsidy of 200,0001. per year from the 
German Government. This is.called.a mail subsidy, but 
from its magnitude it may fairly be looked upon as a bonus to 
foster trade, or anaval.retainer. This line is doing a large and 
increasing business. ; 

The Messageries Maritimes line from Marseilles to Melbourne, 
vid, Colombo, Suez, Mahé, &c., receives a so-called mail subsidy 
of 120,0001 per year from the French Government, which 
sum: may also be looked upon to some extent asa trade 
bonus or a naval retainer. 

An American.line from San Francisco to New Zealand, joining 
with,Victorian lines, also receives some small muil subsidies, 

These are the known. subsidies, but it is possible. that. further 

assistance is given to some of the lines trading to Victoria. 

In addition to these subsidised lines there are a line of German 

steamers and, several British lines of cargo boats runnivg from 
Europe to Melbourne. 
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The subsidies given to the German and French lines undoubtedly 
assist foreign trade. Without the subsidies, steam-ships of the 
class which form these lines could not be run to Germany or 
France at a. profit, and the subsidies enable the vessels to carry 
goods at a lower rate of freight than they could otherwise do ; 
but it must be remembered that British merchants probably 
participate in the benefits of the lower freights caused by the 
subsidies, They can ship goods by the German line at a cheaper 
rate than if that line were not subsidised, The German and 
French lines carry quantities of British goods to Victoria. . 

The following is a comparison of the freight on drapery, by the 
different lines, as paid by a large firm of importers :— 

1, From London vid Marseilles to Melbourne by the Messageries 
Maritimes subsidised French line, 35s. per ton for all 
goods. 

2. From London to Melbourne by the Orient mail line 
(subsidised), 40s. per ton for heavy goods, 60s. per ton for 
light goods. 

3. From London to Melbourne by the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Compauy’s line (subsidised), 45s. per 
ton for heavy goods, 65s. per ton for light goods. 

4, From London to Melbourne by tne Aberdeen line, 30s. per 
ton for heavy goods, 40s. per ton for light goods. 

5. From London to Melbourne by the Port line, 35s. per ton 
for heavy goods, 42s. 6d. per ton for light goods. 

6. From London to Melbourne by Lund’s line, 30s. per ton for 
heavy goods, 40s, per ton for light goods, 

7. From Bremen to Melbourne by the Nord Deutscher Lloyd’s 
Imperial Service (subsidised), 35s. per ton. 

Taking into consideration the duration and regularity of the 
voyages, the subsidised German and French lines may be considered 
to be the cheapest, especially as the freight by the latter includes 
carriage from London to Marseilles—the port of departure. 

-The rates quoted are for the stock of a drapery warehouse, but 
may by considered as applicable to all valuable goods requiring 
quick despatch. 

The freights from Great Britain and Europe vary so greatly, 
however, with the seasons of the year that it is almost impossible 
to give anything like a fair average. When the vessels required to 
take away Victorian produce are sailing from England, Germany, 
or France to load in Victoria, freights are very low, and for dead 
weight or bulky goods are sometimes merely nominal. Heavy 
materials have been brought, both from Germany and Great 
Britain, for as little as 6s. per ton in sailing vessels and at a very 
slightly greater freight in steamships. On the other hand, when 
there is little return cargo, freights on the same class of goods are 
as high as 50s, per ton in sailing ships, and considerably more in 
steamers, 

The quantity of heavy and bulky goods coming from. Ger- 
many to Victoria is limited, and it has been freely stated that if 
Great Britain could secure a monopely of the trade in a few 
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descriptions of such goods, the steamers from Germany could only 
be kept running by the payment of very much larger subsidies. 
The dead weight and filling-up cargo from Germany, upon which 
the German steamships depend, consist mainly of fencing wire, 
cement, salt, sewing machines, and pianos. 

The freights from the continent to Victoria and from Great 
Britain to Victoria by steamships are about equal, but Great 
Britain hasan advantage not possessed by her competitors of being 
able to send goods by sailing ships at cheap rates. The cargo 
suitable for sailing ships, with the exception of Baltic timber, is 
not sufficient in any European country to keep a regular fleet of 
sailing ships employed, whilst the British trade is sufficient to 
maintain a large number of ships bringing goods at little more than 
half the freight required by the steamers. 

The United States are not so well situated as Great Britain in 
regard to freights to Victoria. The direct trade with the East 
Coast is by sailing ships, and the rate of freight is from 20s. to 
27s. per ton—an average of 4s. or 5s, more than from Great 
Britain. A considerable quantity of goods is sent to England for 
transhipment to Victoria by British steamers to avoid the long 
and uncertain voyages of the sailing ships from America. 


Terms of Credit. 


The competition between British and foreign commerce in 
Victoria is very little affected by the terms of credit. As a rule, 
a buyer is able to dictate his own terms to foreigners, and very 
often to arrange them satisfactorily with British houses. Generally 
speaking, there is not much difference between the length of 
credit given by foreign and British firms, but in special lines it is 
sometimes the custom for British houses to give the longer credit 
and sometimes the reverse, 

Notwithstanding this similarity of terms, the custom of British 
and foreign houses in dealing vith their customers differs greatly. 
A British manufacturer very often acts by a fixed rule in granting 
credit. If the customer be unknown to him he sends his bills of 
lading to a bank to be delivered on payment of cash only, and 
he makes few concessions from his fixed rules to any class of 
buyers. ‘The Germans, and to some extent the French manufac- 
turers, pursue an exactly opposite course. They are ready to 
offer special terms to secure business. If a buyer be unknown 
to them they will take the trouble to make inquiries respecting 
his financial standing, instead of requiring cash payment as a 
matter of course. 

As a rule, more trust is given by foreigners than by the British, 
and this method of doing business must necessarily secure to 
them some trade which might otherwise be held by British 
manufacturers. 

It is not amongst the wealthy firms that any advantage is | 
gained in this manner by foreigners, but the foreign agent selling 
to the small retail shops must, by granting special easy terms, be 
able to largely increase his trade. 


| 
| 
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Exchange. 


A general opinion is held by Victorian merchants that exchange 
has no effect whatever on the price of foreign, as compared with 
British, goods. Nearly all payments, whether to foreign or British 
firms, are made by bills payable in, or by drafts on, London, and 
there is therefore no direct advantage or disadvantage to a 
Victorian importer in dealing with foreign countries, 

Whether the foreign exporter derives any advantage from the 
receipt of documents negotiable in London instead of his own 
country is a difficult question to answer here, depending, as it 
does, upon the rate of exchange ruling between his country and 
Great Britain. It would seem to be probable that he does receive 
some benefit, otherwise he would prefer payment in his own 
country. In some instances it is known that bills and drafts on — 
London are at a premium iu continental countries and the United 
States. Whether this is a genera] rule, and whether the amount 
of premium is a material advantage to the possezsors of such 
bills and drafts, can be better ascertained in London than here. 
The benefit must, under any circumstances, be a very small factor 
in determining the price of goods, but it would extend over 
nearly all foreign merchandise imported. 


Marking of Goods, 
The enactment of the Merchandise Marks Act by Great 


Britain, and its adoption by Victoria, has to a very great extent 
stopped the sale in Victoria of foreign goods as British. The 
effect of the Statute is held by Victorian merchants to have been 
wholly beneficial to British trade. (The Act, which was formerly 
known as the Merchandise Marks Act, is now Part II. of the 


Victorian Trade Marks Act, 1890.) 


The Act, however, is evaded in ‘several ways, and in spite of 
the law some foreign goods are sold in Victoria as British. 
Many articles partly made in Germany, France, and Belgium, 
are sent over to Great Britain, where they are finished and 
branded with the name of a British firm. This is known to be 
the case in regard to brass musical instruments, and to guns 
and pistols. Probably the custom prevails to a considerable 
extent, but it is too ditticult of detection to enable any deSnite 
statement to be made in regard to il. The guns and pistols 
partly made in Germany and Belgium are stamped with the 
British test mark. ‘The silver monntings of purses, ladies’ bags, 
&c., made in Germany sometimes bear the British Silversmiths’ 
hall-mark, which is taken by the public as an indication that 
the goods are of British manufacture. 

A still more important evasion of the Trade Marks Statute 
takes place in regard to small boxed or carded goods. ‘There 
is evidence that such articles as pocket-knives are sent to 
Great Britain, probably correctly marked on the box or card, 
“ Made in Germany,” but in Great Britain they are re-boxed or 
re-carded and marked with a British firm’s name ‘These articles 
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cannot legally be imported under the Victorian Trade Marks 
Act, but it will be at once seen how difficult it is to detect or 
prove a fraud of this description. It is obviously much easier 
to administer the Trade Marks Act in regard to goods coming 
direct from foreign countries than it is in regard to foreign goods 
arriving from Great Britain. These evasions of the Trade 
Marks Act are distinctly detrimental to British trade, as the 
words “Made in Germany” are not in the colony any recom- 
mendation ; whilst an indication that goods are made in Great 
Britain is generally looked upon as a guarantee of honest 
workmanship. 

In reference to this subject it should be remembered that 
neither in Great Britain nor in Victoria is it requisite that the 
country of origin should be stated on goods. This obligation 
only applies when the goods bear on them marks which would 
otherwise mislead. 

The Trade Marks Act of Victoria is, in its main provisions, 
similar to that of Great Britain, and it is administered as strictly 
as possible, but a difficulty exists in this matter which it is 
necessary to state here. Some of the Australian colonies have 
not adopted similar Acts, and Victoria experiences a distinct 
disadvantage by carrying out the law. When the importation 
of wrongly-marked goods is stopped in Victoria, the trade in 
such goods is transferred to a neighbouring colony which becomes 
the distributing centre, and the commerce is lost to Victoria. If 
the same law applied to all Australia, each colony could enjoy 
its legitimate share of such commerce, and British manu- 
facturers would receive the advantages derivable from their 
renown. 


Packing. 


British exporters to Victoria generally attain the one object 
they appear to aim at in packing, viz., the transmission of their 
goods to their destination without damage. The cases of such 
goods as are cased are superior tc continental ones, which are 
often too large and too weak, but in many other respects there 
is need for other methods than those followed. 

Firstly, sufficient attention is not given to the necessity of 
packing in a small compass. For transmission to a distant 
colony this is important, because the smaller the cubic measure- 
ment in which goods can be packed the less is the freight, the 
storage, the cartage, the wharfage rates, and sometimes the duty. 
American goods, and sometimes German goods, are more closely 

cked than British goods without in any way increasing the 
risk of breakage or damage. Whenever a duty by measurement 
has been placed on any article in Victoria, it has been found 
that the Americans and sometimes the Germans have proved 
themselves able to place a greater quantity in a cubic foot than 
the British. The trade in lamp-glasses, bottles, and some other 
items has been seriously affected by the difference in the closeness 
of packing. 
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A feature of United States packing is the more general practice 
of making up articles into trade packages—that is, into packages 
which can be bought and sold in the cases in which they are 
imported. Clocks, lamps, and many such articles are sent in 
eases of unvarying size, and containing a suitable number of 
articles for sale to retail siiopkeepers, when similar goods from 
the Continent or from Great Britain would be sent in larger cases 
of irregular size, designed for no other purpose than to convey 
the goods to Melbourne. 

Further, the United States use largely specially prepared 
pitch-paper for lining cases, where the British use metal. The 
experience in Victoria is that the pitch-paper is as effectual 
in preserving goods as metal, and that it is lighter and more 
convenient. 

In the boxing or “get up” of small goods the United States 
manufacturers excel. They use cardboard boxes in numerous 
instances where the British pack in brown-paper parcels, and 
the United States practice is held to be preferable, for the reason 
that the box is suitable for placing on the shelves of a shop. As 
regards the goods which are packed in boxes both in Great 
Britain and the United States, the boxing is nearly always better 
done in the latter country, the boxes being stronger and more 
sightly. British goods can commonly be picked out in the stock 
of a hardware store by the greater number of broken boxes. 
The excellence of the Manilla paper and card-board boxes used 


in the United States has been a considerable factor in advancing 
American trade. 


Methods of Transacting Business. 


Victorian merchants say that “the Germans bring their 
goods to the buyers, while the British wait for the buyers 
to come to them,” and undoubtedly this is the experience 
of the colony. Large numbers of German manufacturers are 
represented by travelling agents, who display the greatest 
energy in transacting business; an energy which amounts te 
pertinacity. These agents live on less than the British, and 
they are not put to the expense of a large establishment o# 
warehouse. Their only requirement for business is a sample 
room. They «sell direct to retailers, and are content to take 
small orders, and to offer special terms for the purpose of 
making sales. As many houses buy in London only, the travel- 
ling agents make it their business to study the requirements of 
these houses in Victoria, and find out the buyers in London in 
order that samples may be submitted there. They are constantly 
bringing forward close imitations of the saleable goods in the 
market a little lower in quality and in price than the articles 
copied. In all this their methods are in direct contrast to those 
of the British. There are travelling agents from Great Britain, 
the United States, and from other countries, but they do not 
equal those from Germany in energy or in pertinacity, 
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The foreign countries which trade largely in Victoria have 
established many resident agents, who ably represent individual 
matufasturers. This is not the case to so great an extent with 
the British. Many British manufacturers whose goods are in 
common demand are not represented at all, whilst others give 
their agencies to Victorian merchants who have many other 
interests, sometimes, perhaps, conflicting with those of their 
principals, 

The effect of these differences in the method of establishing 
agencics is that many foreign goods are in Victoria on consign- 
ment by the manufacturers, whilst British goods are mainly those 
which have been bought from the manufacturers in Great 
Britain, and which it is no one’s interest to specially push forward. 
A warehouseman in the colony with British and foreign goods for 
sale gains nothing by selling one instead of the other. This must 
be prejudicial to British Industry. 

An opinion is almost universally held by Victorian buyers that 
Britizh manufacturers are “ too conservative,” that they will not 
vary their patterns or styles, their manner of packing, their terms, 
or make any concessions in their inflexible rules to suit even their 
best customers. They make for the British market only, and if 
the geods are not suitable to Victoria the supply must be sought 
elsewhere. Instances of the loss to British trade by the failure of 
the British manufacturers to realise the requiremeuts of this 
market have been met with frequently in making the necessary 
enquiries for this report, amongst which the following may 
be quoted as examples of many more: — The British lost the 
trade of Victoria in tacks by failing to pack them in cardboard boxes 
instead of paper packages. They were, to a large extent, cut out 
in the market for cartridges by declining to pack them in packages 
of 25 instead of 100. Both these defects have now been remedied, 
but the trade has to be regained. In very many cases the shape 
of British articles is unsuitable to Victoria ; the hammer, for 
instance, is not, in the opinion of Victorian carpenters, nearly so 
well shaped as the American hammer, but the British pattern 
seems inalterable; the same may be said of many tools and 
articles in ecmmon use. 

With regard to tools and implements, the well-known talent of 
the United States manufacturers in producing the best shapes for 
utility cives them a strong position in a market the requirements 
of which are somewhat similar to those of America. The British 
do not attempt to assuil that position, but the Germans copy 
American inventions, and compete with the Americans whenever 
the patent laws do not prevent it. Speaking very ge erally, it 
may be said that foreign nations find it. worth their while to 
vary their manufactures to suit the requirements of Victoria and 
other colonies similarly situated, whilst the British manufacturers 
keep to a beaten track. They are said to disregard sugg¢stions 
for alterations or improvements, whilst foreigners are more 
willing to comply with the wishes of even comparatively small 
buyers. 
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Another great divergence in the methods of transacting business 
pursued by the British and foreign nations consist in the different 
amount of assistance in certain directions given by the Govern- 
ments of the one and of the other. All foreign nations which 
trade with the colony have consulates in Melbourne, and the 
Consuls are to a great extent trade agents. Their principal 
business is to foster trade, and they keep their Governments well 
informed in all matters by which this end can be attained. Tis 
information is disseminated in their respective countries, and it 
must be of great value both to manufacturers and Governments. 
The Consuls, or at least some of them, can be applied to by 
persons seeking to extend their business, and many of them are 
known to supply information direct to applicants of their own 
nationality. The British have no corresponding institution. 
Their governors or administrators are not always business men, 
and they are not in a position to send such minute information to 
the Government or to private inquirers as are foreign Consuls ; 
whilst in many foreign countries, where the merely commercial 
interests are not nearly so large as they are in Victoria, the British 
nation has a consular representative who makes the trade of the 
place a special study. 

The result of this difference of practice is two fold: first, the 
British Government is not so well informed of the trade of 
Victoria as it is of that of foreign countries; and, second, foreign 
nations are better acquainted with the trade of Victoria than is the 
British nation. As has been shown before, the bare statistics sent 
to the British Government are of limited value to traders and 
without explanation are misieading. What is necessary is more 
practical and exact regular commercial news in regard to such 
matters as price, demand, freight, and fashion, and this can only 
be obtained by tke establishment of a business agency. 


Price. 


A certain amount of reserve must be observed in accepting prices 
given as exactly those at which British manufacturers could sel} 
their goods in Victo:ia. In Victoria there is no wholesale price for 
many goods in the sense in which a British manufacturer would 
understand the term, owing to the fact that the conditions of 
business are entirely different. Firstly, a large number of retail 
houses import direct trom Great Britain and from foreign countries, 
buying often direct from manufacturers. With this competition 
existing there can scarcely be an established wholesale price. 
Secondly, a large number of good houses are both wholesale and 
retail. The hardware, stationery, and many other trades are 
principally in the hands of firms and companies who sell both 
wholesale and reta‘l. In these trades the largest firms i1 Mel- 
bourne will supply any quantities down to pennyworths, Under 
these circumstances it will easily be understood that price lists are 
not published, and that each firm sells at a variety of prices 
according to the size of orders, the standing of customers, and other 


278 BRITISH Versus FOREIGN TRADE WITH VICTORIA. [Sept 1896. 


conditions. There is in fact no standard price as in Great Britain, 
and those given in the return are, except where the contrary is 
stated, the prices at which the importers sell to shopkeepers, it 
being always remembered that the largest shopkeepers import some 
or all of their own goods. 

Prices also vary much more in a small market like that of 
Victoria than in a large one like that of Great Britain. With a 
limited and irregular demand, and situated very far from the seat 
of supply, the market of Victoria is liable to gluts and scarcities. 
This is more particularly the case with regard to heavy goods. 
A deficient supply at a time when ships to carry wool are not 
leaving Europe in the usual numbers sometimes leads to great 
increases of price, and the averages which have been attempted 
must not be considered as a constant or even generally constant 
statement of value. In goods subject to demand caused by seasons 
or by fashion great fluctuations in price take place very rapidly. 
There is little outlet for surplus stock, and material which goes 
out of fashion becomes unsaleable; further, dress stuffs and 
many other such goods are commonly worth less than half as 
much at the end of a season as when new in market. 

A considerable portion of the large transactions in Victoria are 
subject to special terms, the particulars of which the persons 
interested are unwilling to divulge, and which cannot well be 
demanded from them. Special and secret terms are so much a 
feature of business that wholesale prices are in some instances 
unobtainable. 


Cataloguing and Advertising. 


It has before been stated that very few British manufacturers 
have special agents in Victoria, and therefore it will be easily 
understood that only a limited number appeal directly to the public 
by advertisement. The local importers of British goods—no doubt 
partly at the expense of manufacturers—advertise their stock to a 
considerable extent, and in this way they are placed before the 
public, but only those goods which are already for sale in the market 
and out of the hands of the makers are advertised in this way. 
Many importers in Victoria are of opinion that there are large 
quantities of goods made in Great Britain which would be saleable 
if they were known, and that sufficient effort is not made to display 
them. This opinion seems to be justified by the results obtained 
by the few British makers who have established special agents in 
Victoria and have advertised largely. Some British manufacturers 
of soap, plated ware, and a few other articles have succeeded by 
advertising in securing the market for their wares, and these few 
have done much to conserve to great Britain the trade in their 
products. It is the energy of a British firm which has to a great 
extent stopped the importation of American and other plated ware, 
and foreign toilet soaps would undoubtedly have obtained a secure 
footing but for the efforts of a British manufacturer. There 
are some articles, such as patent medicines, which owe their sale 
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almost entirely to advertizing, and in these the British have a 
very large portion of the trade owing to their extensive expendi- 
ture in bringing their goods before the public. In these and 
some other goods merit is quite a secondary consideration in 
securing trade. 

Foreign goods are much more largely advertised by the manu- 
facturers than by local dealers, and this description of advertising 
is undoubtedly the best for trade. An appeal to the public to 
buy a certain make of articles generally results in retail dealers 
being compelled to keep that make in stock, whereas an advertise- 
ment by a retailer that he has such goods for sale is far less wide- 
reaching. Foreign manufacturers undoubtedly advertise more 
largely in their own interest than do the British. 

An effort has been made to ascertain the extent of British as 
compared with foreign advertising, but no definite decision on 
the point can be arrived at. In the warehouse of a stationer, 
about 20 per cent. of whose stock was foreign, only about 50 per 
cent. of the catalogues and printed advertising mattter received 
was British. A similar proportion was found to be maintained 
in many other businesses. Foreigners advertise in this particular 
manner more extensively than do the British, but it is by no 
means clear that their goods are on the whole more largely 
advertised in proportion to the business done. 

It must not be considered that more extensive advertising is 
advocated. Cn the other hand too extensive advertising is 
directly disadvantageous to the consumer, who eventually has to 
pay all expenses incurred in fostering trade. Already the tax 
on this community is enormous as may be shown by a few 
instances. Sewing machines which cost 3/. to make are sold to 
the public at four times that price, the difference being nearly all 
eaten up in the cost of advertising and forcing sales by the 
expensive time-payment system. Reapers and binders are for 
the same reason sold at more than double their value, and the 
same may be said of cycles, pianos, soap, and numerous other 
goods. ‘Ihe cost of advertising patent medicines in the Victorian 
market is very much greater than the intrinsic worth of the goods 
advertised. The market of Victoria is exploited in this manner 
to the great detriment of the ultimate users of the article 
advertised. 

Some differences in the methods of advertising deserve atten- 
tion. The British send to the trade catalogues, periodical price 
lists, and publications, whilst both the Americans and the 
Germans go beyond this by sending slips containing descriptions 
of every novelty and new pattern. A novelty produced in Great 
Britain is scarcely known in Victoria until it is superseded by 
another. Foreigners also advertise by sending trial consignments 
of new goods, a course which the British seldom adopt. 

United States catalogues are very superior to British, The 
illustrations of articles are better, and the letter press and general 
appearance are beyond comparison, As an example, it may be 
said that a collection of catalogues of bicycies was examined, the 
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United States were much the best, the German the second best, 
and the British the worst. Some catalogues of British manu- 
facturers printed in France were fairly good, but those printed 
in Great Britain were in bad taste as to the covers and general 
style, and were comparatively badly illustrated. This defect 
is believed to have an adverse effect on the sale of goods, 
especially when models are absent. The obverse side of this 
should also be shown. It is a frequent cause of complaint that 
United States and continental goods are not equal to the illus- 
trations and descriptions, whilst the British catalogues are held 
to be more faithful representations of the articles offered for sale. 

The American, and in some instances the continental, cata- 
logues give much more information than the British, not only in 
regard to the goods, but also in respect to other maiters which 
are of importance to foreign buyers. These catalugues state the 
price at an available shipping port, the size of the packages in 
which the goods are packed, the weight of tke packed articles, 
and such other information as is necessary, An intending buyer 
with these particulars before him can calculate with some precision 
the cost at which the goods can be landed in Victoria, whilst 
without them he may hesitate to give an order. 

In this connection it may be mentioned that the Germans use 
the Reuter code for telegraphing. This is said to be shorter, 
and, consequently, less costly than the British codes. 


{ 
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V.—STOCK AND GRAIN SPECULATION IN 
GERMANY.* 


It is the purpose of the German Government to exercise 
severe control over stock exchange transactions and the issue of 
stocks and bonds by new companies, with a view to lessening 
speculation and protecting the public from fraudulent or uncertain 
financial ard commercial enterprises. 

A comprenhensive law to this end has just been adopted by the 
Reichstag hy an overwhelming majority. It is likely to cause a 
revolution in the present stock exchange methods. In the first 
place, it is intended to discourage stock speculating by forbidding 
certain Bérsen-Termin-Handel (exchange time contracts) for 
grain, as well as stocksand bonds. ‘The Government will assume 
a certain control over all stock exchange business, with special 
reference to the listing on the stock exchange of new issues of 
stocks and bonds or paper of new companies, and it will endeavour 
to maintain less fluctuating and higher prices for grain and mill 
products by forbidding all time-delivery contracts being made on 
‘change for such grain and products. 

The rapid growth of stock speculation in Germany, and the 
heavy loss experienced by the public are said to have caused this 
legislation to have been set afoot and adopted. It is more likely, 
however, to have emanated from the Agrarians, who think, by 
this means, to bring about an increase in the price of grain and 
produce in Germany. 

No matter what the source of inspiration may have beer, the 
effect, if carried out, will prove wholesome if it prevents stock 
gambling and makes it difficult to float unsound stocks upon the 
market. 


Some of the more prominent paragraphs of the new law are as 
follows :— 

At the German stock and produce exchanges State commis- 
sioners are to be appointed as representatives of the Government, 
whose duties shall be to control all exchange transactions and 
exact the fulfilment of the laws governing such transacttons. 
They are entitled to be present at the meetings of the exchange 
committees and draw attention to abuses. They shall report to 
the Government any wants they discover, and propose such means 
as they judge will provide for them. 

The listing of stocks and bonds shall be decided by a com- 
mittce on admissions, of which at least one-half shall not be 
members of the exchange (Bérse). At each committee meeting 
such members must be excluded as have any interest whatever 
in bonds and stocks under consideration. Such members must be 
substituted by other members. 

Stocks and bonds can only be admitted after at least one year’s 


existence of the company, and after the publication of one year’s 
profit and loss account. 


* Based on a report by Mr. T. Ewing Moore, commercial agent for the United 
States at Weimar. 
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The duties of the committee on admissions are (1) to require 
all documents which may serve as a bases of judgment for a new 
issue of bonds and stocks; (2) to have the public informed as 
fully as possible of the actual and legal conditions necessary for 
the proper appreciation of the bonds and stocks, and not to admit 
them if the information furnished is incomplete ; (3) not to admit 
issues by which common public interests may be hurt or the public 
deceived. 

The committee may refuse an issue without giving reasons. If 
a prospectus, on the strength of which an issue of stock has been 
effected, contains false statements or omits facts important for the 
appreciation of the stocks, both those who have prepared the 
statements and those who have made them punlic are held 
responsible for any loss experienced by the owner of the stocks. 

The confederate council (Bundesrath) is empowered to forbid 
time contracts on exchange for certain goods, stocks, or bonds, or 
to allow them only under certain conditions. he Birsen time 
delivery contracts in mining shares and shares of manufacturing 
establishments are forbidden. The Borsen time contracts in shares 
of other companies shall only be allowed if their capital is at least 
20,000,000 marks. The Borsen time contracts in grain and mill 
products are forbidden. 

Each court of justice, keeping a register of mercantile firms, 
shall also have a Bérsen register for goods (grain, jute, coal, 
sugar, &c.), and one for stocks and bonds. Every person or 
firm wishing to transact iime deliveries on exchange shall there 
enter his name, domicile, and profession, paying a fee of 150 marks 
for the first year and 25 marks for each subsequent year. The 
register is open for public inspection. Each entry shall be at once 
published, for the benefit of those concerned, in the Reichsanzeiger 
(Official Gazette), and such newspaper as the official court notices 
are inserted in. On January 1 each court shall make a list of 
all persons aud firms entered, which shall be sent to the court for 


the district of the city of Berlin, and on January 31 of each year 


the latter shall publisk a copy of the whole register in the 
Reichsanzeiger. 

If two parties, on transacting a time-delivery contract, were not 
both entered in one of the registers, above described, for their 
respective lines of business (produce or stocks and bonds), a 
contract between them is not considered to exist, and its settle- 
ment cannot be effected by recourse to courts of law. ‘The same 
is the case if the contract is made abroad or is to be delivered 
abroad. 

Any person who, with fraudulent intent, uses means calculated 
to deceive, for the purpose of influencing the exchange or market 
value of goods or bonds and stocks; or who, with fraudulent 
intent, makes false statements in prospectuses or public prints to 
influence subscriptions to, or the purchase or sale of, bonds and 
stocks; or who, with the object of gain, induces others to enter 
upon exchange speculations, profiting by their inexperience; or 
who, in order to procure profit to himse!f or a third person, causes 
loss to a person by giving wrong advice or false information 


1 

‘ 
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concerning exchange transactions, shall be subject to imprison- 
ment and fines of from 3,000 to 15,000 marks, according to the 
nature of the case. 

The law goes into effect on January 1, 1897, excepting the 
paragraph in which the issue of shares of a company only after 
one year’s existence and the publication of the profit and loss 
account is forbidden, This paragraph became law on July 1, 
1896, in order to prevent a large quantity of new stock being 
thrown upon the market before the enforcement of the law. 

The father of the law is, as already intimated, the Agrarian 
party in the Reichstag, whose leaders are at the head of the Bund 
der Landwirthe, a union of 80,000 farmers throughout Germany, 
and their chief aim is to get higher prices for their produce and 
be less dependent upon the Berlin exchange. They say that the 
time deliveries facilitate imports and hence depress prices, allow- 
ing the large speculators to exercise complete control of the 
market. They say that the speculator makes a plaything of the 
principal food of man, and that much more grain is sold than is 
grown on the earth. 

There is no doubt that German agriculture is severely depressed, 
owing to the prevailing low prices, which render any remunerative 
return from the cultivation of the soil very uncertain (a profit of 
4 to 5 per cent. on the capital invested is the most that can be 
looked for). But it is doubtful whether the bill will have the 
effect anticipated, i¢., amelioration of the agricultural classes. 
Some foresee, on the contrary, a falling off of prices and greater 
fluctuations, as the selling facilities will be restricted and the 
time-delivery contracts will no longer compensate for the fluctua- 
tions, 

The way in which grain merchants view the law is shown by 
the action of the Bremen grain firms, large and small, which 
have declared unanimously in favour of the abolition of time- 
delivery contracts. There are, of course, many others who take 
the opposite view, and the argument they make is not to be 
despised. ‘They fear that the big grain transactions for time- 
delivery will now be concluded abroad, and that Rotterdam 
may perhaps attract all business of this description hitherto 
transacted in Germany. In order to counterbalance this 
apprehension, the Reichstag has passed a resolution authorising 
the Imperial Government to address the foreign powers with 
a view to calling an international convention looking to the 
abolition of time-delivery contracts. 

Regarding the laws concerning the sale of stocks and bonds, 
these are intended to protect outsiders from the dangers threatening 
them by the issue of shares of uncertain enterprises, but it would 
seem that they have been introduced in order to make their 
law regarding dealings in grain and produce more palatable for 
the Reichstag members. In consequence of the new law, the 
speculating public will turn from the produce market to the 
money warket; this is already shown. They will in future 
speculate in bank, railway, and steamship shares, as industrials 
will be practically closed te them 
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VI—THE BELGIAN COMMERCIAL MUSEUM.* 


The Belgian Commercial Museum is of more recent establish- 
ment than the one at Vienna. It was established at Brussels, 
under the auspices of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and only 
really came into operation in the year 1883. 

Its chief functicn is to complete, from a practical and material 
point of view, the information collected aud published by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs. The “ Recueil Consulaire,” 
made up of reports sent in, by Belgian Consuls, on the economic, 
industrial, and commercial situation, have for object instruction on 
the general state of the various countries in which they reside. 
These reports form but a means of general instruction, though 
the Belgian Consuls have long known how to embody therein a 
host of information precise and instructive even for specialists, 
Then, the Bureau at Brussels for the translation of Customs 
tariffs is particularly useful to manufacturers and merchants who 
send their goods abroad. Information of this kind, if it is well 
given, not only shows the duties imposed on all classes of goods, 
but the manner of levying duties, tare, storing and depédt expenses, 
the way to draw up declarations, Excise dues if they are levied in 
addition to Customs dues, certificates of origin, &c.; in short, the 
‘whole of the charges which are incurred by goods entering another 
country, and all the conditions regulating the intervention of a 
foreign country on articles of commerce. 

Consular reports and Customs tariffs, however, only furnish an 
enumeration and a written description of articles of trade. To 
sell or to buy goods ready for consumption—to manufacture or 
work up raw materials or semi-manufactured goods from abroad 
—to prepare and offer for industrial consumption and general 
trade articles adapted to needs and requirements—this written 
information, however detailed it may be, is not sufficient. It is 
necessary for the trader and the manufacturer to see, touch, and 
even analyse the articles, and thus to complete the information 
already furnished to commerce by the Government is the object 
of commercial museums in general and of the Commercial Museum 
of Brussels in particular. 

Naturally, it would be neither possible nor necessary to bring 
before the public interested all articles which form the object of 
international trade. Some are too costly; some are too bulky ; 
immense spaces would be necessary, and it would no longer be a 
museum but an exhibition. In the majority of cases business is 
based on samples. 

The Commercial Museum of Brussels is a museum of samples 
and patterns which have been collected on the spot by Belgian 
Consuls. who have funds at their disposal for the purpose. 


* Based upon an article entitled Le Musée Commercial Belge, in the “Journal 
des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce.” 
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In many cases the Consuls are in the way of obtaining such 
samples free of cost. It is evident that a foreign buyer will 
willingly distribute samples. He has thus the hope of finding 
this same product on better terms, owing to the intervention of 
the Consul and the Commercial Museum. 

The exhibits at Brussels include exotic products and also mez- 
chandise consumed abroad. Many foreign products are purchased 
for immediate consumption: some also for re-exportation under a 
new form after a finishing touch has been given by national 
work:nen. 

Following the example of Brussels, the Commercial Museum 
which the French Minister of Commerce wishes to establish in 
Paris should take in the samples sent to Frarce as well as models 
of foreign goods. French manufacturers can use the former and 
imitate the latter. But it is not enough to grant credits to 
Consuls for the purchase and carriage of samples. The condition 
of the articles, the customary sizes, the cost and nature and mode 
of packing, the cost of carriage to the interior, shipping charges, 
&e., are all as necessary to know as the etuff itself. All these 
details should be added to the sample and made out by the sender. 
A very long time ago there was a museum of samples in France ; 
this was the permanent Colonial Exhibition; but it never served 
any purpose, for there was no indication of cost of any kind 
attached to the samples. 

The chief task of the staff of a museum is a good classification 
of the products, and a quick method of acquainting those 
interested with all their commercial conditions. 

In Brussels the Commercial Museum publishes a weekly 
journal which announces the arrival of new samples, their nature 
and origin, with a special notice for any new products. A 
catalogue of all the articles, with an alphabetical index has also 
been drawn up. 
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VII—AMERICAN COTTON YARNS FOR GERMANY.* 
(From an American Point of View.) 

The rapid and successful development of the cotton-spinning 
industry in the Southern States, during recent years, has made 
it evident that the time must soon come when the spinners in the 
cotton-growing States will enter into competition for the direct 
supply of weaving yarns to the European manufacturing districts, 
which have hitherto drawn their supplies of such material from 
England, Belgium, and Switzerland. 

Cotton spinning, especially for the fiaer and higher grades of 
yarn, is largely a question of climate, in which respect the soft, 
humid atmosphere of Lancashire has given to the spinners of the 
Manchester district an important advantage; but experience has 
proved that, with modern improvements and methods, there are 
localities in the Southern States, within easy reach of the cotton 
fields, where most grades of weaving yarns can be successfully 
produced. It may therefore be of timely interest to examine 
briefly the requirements of the cotton-yarn market in Germany, 
and consider some of the conditions upon which the successful 
introduction of American yarns in that country will necessarily 
depend. 

England exported, during the first 11 months of the present 
year, 234,561,900 Ibs. of cotton yarns, of which 41,737,100 Ibs, 
went to Germany. A large part of this immense product was 
made from cotton grown in the United States. The sizes and 
grades of these imported yarns cannot be definitely stated until 
the complete statistics are published at the close of the year, but 
from the returns of 1894 a correct estimate of the requirements 
of the German weavers may be obtained. 

Germany imported in 1894 611,227,760 lbs. of raw cotton, of 
which 404,649,740 Ibs. came from the United States, 133,016,180 
Ibs. from the East Indies, and 26,230,820 lbs. from Egypt. 

The imports of raw cotton yarns during the same period were :— 


Imported from 
Description of Yarn. 
England.  Switzerland.| Austria. 
Singles : Lbs. | Lbs. Lbs. 
0to 17 - - - 407,980 | — | 39,600 
17to45—- - | 9,529,740 | 3,079,560 | 
45 to 60 - 2,915,220 | 973,280 | 
60 to 79 - 1,668,700 | 314,380 
Above 79 - - - 636,160 | 154,880 | — 
Not specified - - - 561,000 574,640 
Doubles : | | 
0 to 17 - 71,280 | 
17 to 45 - ~ - - 9,181,260 | _ 204,160 
61 to 79 - - 1,765,720 | 
Above 79 - . - 2,564,100 88,440 | — 
‘ 


* Based on a report by Mr. Frank H. Mason, Consul-General for the United 
States at Frankfort. . 
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The above totals do not include the 1,324,180 lbs. of bleached 
and coloured cotton yarns, both double and single, which were 
imported during the same year, nine-tenths of which came from 
Great Britain and the remainder from Belgium and Switzerland. 

The cotton-weaving industries of western Germany are con- 
centrated mainly in two regions--the Lower Rhine provinces 
and Westphalia, adjacent to Crefeld, Barmen, and Dusseldorf, 
and in southern Alsace and Baden, which form the consular 
district of Freiburg. 

The cotton yarns consumed during the year 1894 in the manu- 
factories of Crefeld and the neighbouring towns of Viersen, 
Siichteln, Diilken, and Lobberich amounted to more than 
3,000,000 lbs., most of which were imported from England vid 
Hull and Rotterdam, although Antwerp is also a convenient port 
for the Lower Rhine region of Germany. The warp yarns used 
there are two-ply (doubles), in most numbers from 40 to 200. 
Weft yarns are either singles from No. 20 to 80, or doubles from 
20 to 200. English spun yarns are received in bales of about 
1,200 lbs., made up of smaller packages or bundles of 10 lbs. 
each, each bundle containing half as many skeins, as indicated by 
the size number of the yarn. For the short transit between 
Manchester and Crefield waterproof coverings for the bales are 
not required, though they might probably be essential for the 
long voyage from the United States. 

Freights from Hull vid Rotterdam to Crefield, are about 
two shillings and sixpence per 100 kilogrammes (220°46 lbs.), a 
very low rate, which has been conceded in deference to the large 
import and to favour as far as possible an important German 
industry. 

In general the cotton yarns of lower numbers—from 20 to 30 
—are spun in Germany from American cotton, so that the 
principal yarn import is of the higher grades, for some of which 
Egyptian cotton is preferred as being softer and of longer fibre 
than any except the sea-island cotton of the United States. 

The consular district of Freiburg comprises, as already stated, 
the southern portions of Alsace and the Grand Duchy of Baden, 
whereiu are concentrated, notably im the city and vicinity of 
Miilhausen, some of the most important factories of Europe for 
the weaving of crétonnes and a great variety of white and coloured 
cotton fabrics. Formerly Alsace imported large quantities of 
weaving yarns, but during the past eight years the introduction 
of improved machinery, which works with a waste of only 15 per 
cent., has greatly increased the effectiveness of the local spinneries, 
which now supply most of the warp yarns down to No. 17 and 
nearly all the wefts used in that district, the coarser numbers 
being largely obtained from spinning mills in other parts of 
Germany. 

The yarns used in Alsace-Lorraine are numbered by the French 
metrical system, which is based on the number of thousand 
metres of thread contained ina half kilogram. For example, half 
a kilogram of No. 20 would contain 20,000 metres of yarn. The 
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Alsatian factories spin and weave from American cotton warp 
yarns of all numbers from 10 to 40, No, 28 being the size most 
extensively employed, with Nos. 33 and 34 next in demand. For 
those from Nos. 36 to 40, Egyptian cotton has of late years 
replaced to a great extent the American staple, and when prices 
in England are low, warp yarns of Nos. 33 and 34 are occasionally 
imported in considerable quantities, although, as already stated, 
the usual reliance of the Alsatian weavers is upon neighbouring 
spinners for their supplies of these numbers. 

The weft yarns range from Nos. 6 to 50, those principally in 
demand being Nos. 17, 20, 24, 30, 40, 50, and, especially, No. 37. 
For the numbers above 37, Egyptian cotton is preferred to 
American, and weft yarns of Nos. 33, 34, and 44 are also im- 
ported when the state of the market there favours such trans- 
actions. But the regular and principal importations to this 
district are the finer numbers, from 40 to 120, both singles and 
doubles, and made usually from Egyptian cctton. 

Yarns for use in Alsace are put up, not in skeins, but wound 
on spools (cops), which are light tubes that fit into the looms, 
and, when exhausted, are returned to the spinner to be refilled. 
English warps arrive in large casks, containing 600 to 650 lbs. 
each, wefts come in cases of about 220 Ibs. net, no waterproof 
covering being required. Antwerp is the most convenient port 
of first arrival for Alsace-Lorraine and Baden, although Rotterdam 
offers at most times water transportation as far as Mannheim, and 
Bremen and Hamburg would have certain advantages for imports 
from the United States by reason of their regular and excellent 
connections with several leading ports of the United States. In 
either case, American exporters would have to follow the English 
practice, which is to employ a shipping agent at the port of entry 
to receive the goods, ship them to the interior, and pay duties at 
the German frontier. Such imports are delivered in Alsace- 
Lorraine free of all charges and on payments of 45 days from 
date of invoice. Payments are in German currency, and settle- 
ments are made by a commission merchant through a local bank, 
usually the Bank of Miilhausen. Freight on yarns from Antwerp 
to Miilhausen is about 6 francs per 220 Ibs., and the duties herein- 
before specified are paid at whatever point on the frontier the 
goods enter Germany. 

At Chemnitz, Barmen, Aix la Chapelle, and in the Kingdom 
of Wiirtemburg, there are also extensive cotton weaving imterests, 
which, in addition to those in the Crefield and Freiburg districts, 
consume the immense import of English spun yarns that are 
received from year to year. 

Such, in general terms, is the field which is open to the 
enterprise and energy of American cotton spinners. To enter 
it successfully will be no easy task, for European manufacturers 
are, as a class, conservative and prone to continue in paths that 
they have long and successfully followed. Germany is an 
ambitious and aggressive manufacturing nation, and, upon 
principle, imports as little as possible of anything that can be 
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made at home. But Germany grows no cotton, and in the 
present condition of her spinning industry, must continue to 
import most of her supply of the , Tess grades of weaving yarns. 
The real competition in this market is, therefore, with Great 
Britain, which has the advantages not only of long experience 
and an ideal climate for such purposes, but cheap labour and 
highly improved machinery. 

But it would seem that in a branch of manufacture which 
involves to so great a degree as cotton spinning the use of 
automatic machinery, ingenuity and capacity for effective 
organisation ought to count for something, particularly when, 
as in the present case, the spinning frame is set up almost 
within sight of the fields in which the raw material is grown. 
Whether the spinning industry of the Southern States has yet 
reached a point of development sufficiently advanced to enter 
the lists successfully in competition with Lancashire and Switzer- 
land may possibly be open to question, but it will assuredly 
soon reach such a stage, and when it does, the work of opening 
a direct outlet for its surplus product should be undertaken by 
the deliberate, persistent methods which the German exporters | 
have found so effective in other lines of trade. 
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VIII.—PIG IRON PRODUCTION OF THE UN names 
STATES IN 1896.* 


A gradual decrease in pig-iron production has been noticeable 
during the present year. With the uncertain conditién of 
general i business, and, especially during May and June, tle absence 
of active demand for raw iron and the low range of prices, many 
furnaces have been going out of blast, and their places have but 
partly been filled by those which have started up. This has been 
especially the case with the anthracite furnaces in the East; 
nearly all of them were active in 1895, but under the conditions 
now prevailing a number of them have found it impossible to 
compete with the coke furnaces of Western Pennsylvania and 
Ohio, and with the Alabama iron-workers, and have withdrawn 
from the field. As usual, it is found that it is the larger and 
better situated furnaces which remain active, and, setting aside a 
small number obliged to stop for repairs after long runs, “it is the 
emaller and older stacks which have dropped out. The number 
of anthracite furnaces in blast dropped from 56 on January Ist to 
40 on July Ist, showing a decrease in number of 16, or 28°5 per 
cent., while the change in the coke furnaces was from 163 to 128, 
a loss in number of 35, or only 21:4 per cent. 

An exception to the general rule is found in the charcoal 
furnaces, the number in blast having actually increased from 23 
on January Ist to 28 on July Ist. This has doubtless been due 
to the enlargement of the demand for charcoal pig from the car- 
wheel makers and for other special purposes. The charcoal 
furnaces of Western Connecticut and of the Hoosic and 
Taghkanic valleys in New York are generally at work. The same 
thing may be said of the Hanging Rock District, while several 
of the-Alabama charcoal stacks have started up. 

The complete statistics of pig-iron production and stocks for the 
first half of 1896 are now to hand as collected and prepared for 
the American Iron and Steel Association; and the following 
table shows the total production of pig iron for the half year, 
classed by the fuel used, comparison being made with the first 
and second halves of 1895. ‘The figures are in gross tons of 
2,240 pounds :— 


1895. | 1896. 
— | 
First half. | Second half. | First half. 
Gross Tons. | Gross Tons. | Gross Tons. 
Anthracite - - - - 487,479 783,420 684,011 
Coke - - - “ - | 3,497,078 | 4,452,990 | 4,155,528 
Charcoal - - 103,001 112,340 136,697 
Total - - 4,087,558 5,358,750 4,976,236 


* « Engineering and Mining Journal ” (New York). 
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The total production for the half-year, therefore, showed a 
decrease of 382,514 tons, or 7*1 percent., as compared with the 
second half of 1895, but an increase of 888,678 tons, or 21°7 per: 
cent., as compared with the first half. As is. almost inevitable 
in.a period of falling production, these official figures for 1896 are, 
slightly below previous estimates, 

oIf we examine the figures by States, we find that. the. chief, 
falling off this year has been'in New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio, that is, to -particularise somewhat, in_,the 
anthracite district, in the Pittsburg district and in the, Mahoning 
and Shenango Valleys. In Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee the 
production for the half-year was about the same as in the second 
half of 1895; in Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin there was an 
inerease. The following table shows the production in all the 
States which reported over 100,000 tons each :— 


| 1895. 1896. 


| First half. | Second half. First half. 


Pennsylvania - - - - , 2,087,381 2,618,732 | 2,246,753 
Ohio - - - - 639,571 831,218 743,444 
Illinois - os - - - 376,401 629,690 638,186 
Alabama - 390,553 464,114 | 464,205. 
Virginia - - - - | 142,580 204,009 231.685 
Tennessee - - - | 114,169 133,960 | 134,354 
Wisconsin - 53,750 94,650 | 102,586 


| 


The most notable increases shown were in Virginia and 
Wisconsin. 

The production of Bessemer pig shows a decrease of 428,000 
tons from the second half of 1895, though there was an increase of 
399,649 tons over the first half. The following table shows the 
production of Bessemer iron with its proportion to the total 
output. 


| 1895, | 1896.. 


| First half. | Second half. | First half. 


| 


Total production - - - | 4,087,558 | 5,358,750 | 4,976,236 
Bessemer pig ° - - - 2,402,023 3,221,672 2,793,672 
Proportion of Bessemer 58°8 60.1 56°2 


The production of spiegeleisen and ferro-manganese for the 
half-year was 83,010 tons, which compares with 73,011 tons in 
the first half of 1895, and 98,713 tons in the second half, 
The decrease in Bessemer pig does not imply a corresponding 
decline in the steel production, owing to the very considerable 
increase in the number of open hearth furnaces at work. The 
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figures for the total steel production are not yet to hand, but the 
probability is that the decrease shown will be comparatively small 
for the half-year just closed. 

An interesting point in this connection is the output of basic 
pig iron, which is this year reported separately for the first time. 

he total for the half-year was 199,595 tons, of which 127,448 
tons, or 63°7 per cent., were made in Pennsylvania, and 47,546 
tons, or 23°8 per cent., in Virginia and Alabama. The remaining 
24,601 tons were reported from New York, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 
The probability is that the output of this class of iron will increase 
largely and steadily. 

i is seen from this report that not only did the production of 
iron decrease, but there was also an increase in the unsold stocks 
onhand. These stocks, which on January lst were reported at 
444,332 long tons, had grown on July Ist to 644,887 tons, show- 
ing an increase during the half-year of 200,555 tons, or 45°1 per 
cent. That is the decrease in actual consumption or sales of pig 
iron, as compared with the second half of 1895, was 593,069 tons. 

The present indications are that the current half-year will show 
a further decline, and that the output of 1896 will show a total a 
little below the high point reached last year ; though it will almost 
certainly exceed 9,000,000 tons, leaving the United States still in 
the first rank among the iron producers of the world. 
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IX—ARGENTINE BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1897. 


A despatch, dated 4th August last, has been received from 
Mr. Edward Thornton, Her Majesty’s Secretary of Legation at 
Buenos Aires, enclosing extract from the “ uenos Aires Stan- 
dard,” giving the estimates for the Argentine budget for 1897, as 
laid before the Chamber by the Government. 

The preamble and figures make up a lengthy document, which, 
condensed, are as follows :— 

“ The financial situation has a tendency to improve, but we 
must proceed with great prudence. We have based our calcula- 
tions on the returns of the first five months of 1896. The 
expenditure is estimated at 109,128,374 dols. paper, and 16,303,954 
dols. gold, which is an increase of 4,106,316 dols. paper, and 
492,616 dols. gold on the figures of the preceding year. The 
revenue is estimated at 32,078,000 dols. gold, and 63,700,009 dols. 
paper, showing a surplus of 15,774,045 dols. gold, and a deficit of 
45,428,374 dols. paper. The Chamber will remember in 1893 the 
revenue, estimated at 25,000,000 dols. gold and 19,000,000 dols. 
paper, amounted to 31,864,000 dols. gold, and 21,860,000 dols. 
paper. In 1894 the revenue was estimated at 34,193,490 dols. 
gold and 20,280,000 dols. paper. It only amounted to 28,245,719 
dols, gold and 20,286,000 dols, paper—thus leaving the enormous 


deficit of 6,600,000 dols, gold. 


“ Ifthe mean quotation of gold during the incoming year be 
290 per cent., there will be a surplus of 316,356 dols. 

“ The estimates of the Home Department are 3,778,778 dols. 
more than at present. This includes special law expenditure. 
You will see that we have put by four million dollars to cover 
special law expenditure, which last year amounted to more than 
five million paper and half a million gold. We have also included 
in the Budget the expenditure entailed by the census. 

“« The Foreign Office estimates are more or less the same. In 
the Financial Department we have included the fellowing :— 
62,520 dols. for the completion of Dock No. 4, North Basin, and 
fiscal deposits; 100,000 dols. for roads to the port ; 95,920 dols. 
for reorganising the chemical offices in Buenus Ayres and Rosario ; 
36,880 dols. for boats for the river police. The 250,000 dols. 
allowed for sub-prefectures is reduced to 121,000 dols., the Finance 
Office taking over the coast service. 

“ In the Department of Justice a saving of 93,702 dols. has 
been effected. In the War Department the estimates show an 
increase of 1,584,948 dols., but it must be remembered that we 
have included two millions for the mobilisation of the Guard next 
year. We propose, on the other hand, to suppress two battalions 
of infantry, and a cavalry regiment as yet unformed. We suppress 
the Escuela de Tiro and the Junta Superior de Guerra. 
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“In the Marine Department we economise 1,619,748 dols., 
thanks to the suppression of all supernumeraries. We reduce 
the subaltern element from 5,651 men to 4,675, and we shall only 
man our first-class boats ; the rest we shall disarm. 

** We suppress, moreover, the expenditure involved in training 
mechanics abroad, as the system gave no practical results. 

** Import dues are put down showing an increase of 500,000 dols. 
In 1892 this source of revenue was estimated at 15,000,0C0 dols. 
gold, and it yielded 24,274,096 dols. ; and in 1893 it was estimated 
at 21,700,000 dols., and it gave 27,860,552 dols. gold. But. this 
rate of progression was not kept up in the following years. In 
1894 it was calculated at 28,800,000 dols. gold, and it gave only 
23,113,229 dols. In 1895 it was estimated at 25,000,000 dols. 
gold, and it gave 24,686,902 dols. In 1896 it was calculated at 
25,700,000 dols. gold, and it has yielded in the first five months 
of the year 10,987,849 dols., at which rate it will surpass the 
estimates. 

* The yield of the export dues is put down at 3,000,000 dols. 
gold. This item in 1892 was 2,163,224 dels. ; in 1894, 2,716,389 
dols.; and in 1895, 2,622,816 dols. goid. 

“ Port and wharfage dues are estimated with an increase of 
86,600 dols., the figures being 570,000 dols. 

“ The internal tax on alcohol, which in 1895 yielded 5,427,596 
dols., will probably not come up to the estimate for this year, as 
the yield so far is only 2,674,513 dols) The tax on alcohol is 
very small compared with that enforced in other countries. 

“ The tobacco tax gives magnificent results in Europe. The tax 
here is of very recent date. It was calculated for the current 
year at 8,000,000 dols. In the first five months of the year it has 
yielded 1,828,671 dols. For next year we have estimated its 
yield at 4,388,808 dols. Both the alcohol tax and that on tobacco 
will begin to yield excellent results within 12 months, for it must 
be borne in mind that when these taxes were mooted, immense 
quantities of both articles were disposed of, with a view to elude 
the impost. Our water and drainage returns are estimated with 
an increase of half a million. The service extends daily. 

The following are the details of the Budget :— 


Expenditure. 


Dollars Gold. Dollars Paper. 


Congress - - - - oe 2,142,748°08 
Home Department - - - 1,600,000-00 | 26,288,837-64 
Foreign Office - - - 366,880°00 635,448°00 
Finance Office - 7,515,494°88 


Public Debt - 
Justice and Education 
War Office - “ 
Marine Office - 
War and Marine - - 


14,057,434-60 
19,634,957-00 
10,560,819 °68 
18,000,000- 00 


— 

14,837,074-68 | 10,323,038-92 
| 

| 


| 


16,303,954°68 | 109,128,374-60 
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Ways and Means, 


ed Dollars Gold. Dollars Paper. 

Imports - - 26,200,000 
Exports - - 3,000,000 
Storage and wharfage - - - 850,000 _ 
Ports and wharves - 650,000 _ 
Lighthouses - - - 170,000 — 
Crane dues - - 170.000 
Consulates - - - 100,000 
Port visits - - - 36,000 —_ 
Statistics and stamps - - - 280,000 _ 
Interest on bonds - - - 622,000 —_ 
Water and drainage service - - — 4,500,000 
Land tax (30 per cent.) - - . “= 1,500,000 
Licenses (55 per cent.) - - - — 1,750,000 
paper - - - 5,400,000 

Post - - - _ 2,300,000 
Supplementary tariff - 200,000 
Telegraphs - 880,000 
Supplementary tariff - 160,000 
Traction service in port - - — 70,000 
Yerbales - - = 30,000 
Lands - - - 2,000,006 
Fines, &c. - 700,000 
Central Northern Railw: ay - - 700,000 
Andine Railway - - - — 740,000 
Dean Funes Railway - - | 120,000 
Chumbicha Railway - - 50,000 
Use of credit and other resources authorised 

by special laws - - - —_— | 25,000,000 

Excise. 
Alcohol - - 8,090,000 
Tobacco - | | 6,009,000 
Beer - - - - | _— 1,000,000 
Matches - - - - | = 2,000,000 
Cards - - - 20,000 
Total - - 


32,072,000 | 63,700,000 
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X.—THE TRADE OF CENTRAL ASIA* , 


It is somewhat depressing to peruse the gloomy predictions con- 
cerning British frontier trade with neighbouring States, as set forth 
in the “ Statistical Atlas of India, 1895.” The future of this trade 
is an interesting problem, but it seems now that it would be rash 
to make any confident assertions as to its capacity for expansion, 
for it is stated that “the trade which crusses the land frontiers of 
“« India is as yet of no special importance, the whole value of the 
“ imports and exports last year amounting to less than Kx. 7} 
* millions. This trade has to contend with great difficulties. The 
* routes in many places lead across the highest mountain chain in 
“ the world, and while trying enough at their best, they are made 
‘© impracticable by snow for more than half the year. In other 
“ places they are caravan tracks across barren deserts, or paths 
“ cut through primeval forest or malarious jungle, and whether 
“ they pass over desert or jungle, the trader is often subject not 
“ only to the risks and difficulties placed in the way by nature, 
“ but to the attacks of freebooters and savages, who regard the 
“ peaceful trader as lawful prey. At almost all points of the 
“ frontier, moreover, the trader has to pay heavy Customs duties 
“ imposed by the rulers of the trans-frontier States. . . There 
“ are only a few points in the line where trade is really safe or is 
‘© in possession of routes which lend themselves to future develop- 
ment.” 

There is some colour for this presentation of the case; but 
before giving up the trade in question as a bad job, it may at any 
rate be asked whether there is nothing to be said on the other 
side. In the first place, it appears that the trade of the Punjab 
alone has increased over 30 lakhs during 1894-95. Other 
instances could be given showing comparatively large additions to 
the figures of previous years during the year referred to. The 
trade of Ladak increased by over 20 lakhs during the same period 
1894-95. 

Caravans coming from Central Asia not infrequently delibe- 
rately choose the winter to make their bleak journeys across the 
Himalayan plateaux and passes, owing to the ease with which 
unbridged rivers can be crossed when frozen over. The traders 
from Lhasa travel during that season exclusively. Leh is at its 
busiest during the autumn and early winter. The “few points” 
in the main trade routes where trade is really safe may, without 
undue rashness, be taken as the greater number of the caravan 
roads between India and the countries alluded to above. Finally, 
it must be remembered that the trade of the land frontiers differs 
chiefly in degree, and little in kind, from that which passes through 


* Based on articles in the “ Pioneer Mail.” 
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the great mercantile seaports. Raw produce is brought to India 
from beyond the land frontiers, to be consumed in India or trans- 
mitted to Great Britain. This raw produce purchases the mer- 
chandise of Calcutta and Bombay. The land frontier trade of 
India is as integral a portion of the commerce of the Indian 
Empire as is the trade of the independent States of Central 
India, 

The Government of India of oid days frequently augmented 
the field for British commerce by despatching commercial 
missions beyond the land frontiers of the Indian Empire. It 
is a move which is commonly employed by the Russians of to-day 
to increase their commercial influence. The Himalayan routes 
may yet, according to the Statistical Atlas of 1895, add their 
modest quota to swell the figures of the Indian trade if commer- 
cial treaties with Afghanistan, China, and Tibet were to remove 
the only serious obstacle to the development of the land frontier 
trade of India which really exists. In some of the western 
dominions of China, in Kashgar, Khutan, and the countries north 
of the Gobi desert Russian competition would be felt, but theze 


should be room there fur Moscow as well as Calcutta and Bombay, 
since the two latter in dyes, spices, tea, and coal at least furnish 
much which the former cannot. In Tibet, England should have 
a field absolutely free from any European competition were the 
Lhasa-Darjeeling road really opened to trade, and the present 
shadowy “ Convention” converted into a practical working treaty. 
The present route to Lhasa wid Leh is too long and circuitous io 
be of real use to the manufacturer. When the centre of the 
Chinese Empire is opened up by the Irrawaddy route, and possibly 
railway extension from Assam, there will be little reason to 
despair of the future of the land frontier trade of India, or to be 
frightened by purely chimerical dangers into abandening all hope 
of its improvement and extension. If it is true, as has been 
stated, that China proposes to raise her import duties at the 
treaty ports and almost entirely abolish the duties leviable on her 
land frontiers, only another argument will have been added in 
favour of giving serious attention and encouragement to British 
Indian land frontier trade. Still more so if it should prove that 
Russia has been endeavouring to obtain a concession for Muscovite 
trade only with the object of excluding British commerce. 

The progress of trade between India and Tibet by way of 
Sikkim must be a matter of interest alike to the Government and 
the commercial community, for the Land of the Lamas still 
remains closed to European explorers, and the outside world 
knows little of what passes at Lhasa. Under the terms of the 
Sikkim-Tibet Convention of 1890, Yatung, beyond the Jalep 
Pass, was thrown open asa trade mart to British subjects with 
effect from May lst, 1894, and it may now be judged whether. . 
any commerce of importance is likely to be developed as a conse- 
quence of this arrangement. Mr. H. E. Hobson, the Commis- 
sioner of Customs, who is directly concerned with the matter, 
has furnished his report for the calendar year 1895, and it shows 
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that the caravan traffic to and from India is steadily increasing. 
Yatung itself is, however, in no sense a trading centre: the inter- 
change of merchandise is really between Phari in the Chumbi 
Valley and Kalimpong in Sikkim, the route used being across the 
Jalep Pass. Mr. Hobson can only compare the past year with 
the eight months of 1894, but the figures available are quite 
sufficient to make the comparison an effective one, Thus in 1894 
the gross value of imports was only Rs. 1,91,000: in the twelve- 
month following they rose to over Rs. 4,16,000. The value of 
the exports for the same periods were Rs. 3,98,000 and Rs. 
6,34,000 respectively. . Thus the total trade in the year amounted 
to 10} lakhs, as compared with less than 6 lakhs in the preceding 
eight months. The bulk of the import trade into Tibet consists 
of piece goods, yarns, and woollen cloth. The Tibetans took, in 
1895, over 812,000 yds. of cottons, but there was really less 
demand than in 1894, when the deliveries averaged 93,000 yds. 
per month. The demand, however, for woollen cloth increased in 
a remarkable manner, 28,000 yds. being carried across the 
frontier, as compared with 8,000 yds. Mr. Hobson remarks that 
owing to its superior finish and showy appearance, the European, 
made article is coming into fashion among the more well-to-do 
Tibetans, to the disadvantage, of course, of the heavier and more 
durable home-made material. Our manufacturers should note 
this, as a new and promising market seems to have been opened 
for their goods, and they might also ponder over the fact that 
Japanese cottons actually reach Kalimpong. Metals and metal- 
ware, except brass, were in increased demand, and it is curious 
that the form of old iron exclusively in demand is bale-banding, 
which the country blacksmith finds easiest to work up. The thin 
bands whick have clasped bales of goods securely on their voyage 
from Europe are converted into idols, charms, and trinkets, and 
are also wrought into domestic articles of utility. 'The Tibetans 
buy various goods which figure in the Indian import list. In 
1895 they took nearly 2,000 umbrellas, 1,400 gross of matches, 
312 cases of kerosine, 125 clocks, and 63 maunds of oilman’s 
stores. The trade in all these showed a marked increase. 

Tibet has abundance of natural products to give in exchange 
for British manufactures, and if the Lamas were really bent 
upon developing the export trade and would allow British traders 
to enter their country freely a great traffic would spring up. 
Wool is at present the most valuable commodity exported. For 
the last 20 years great efforts have been made on the Indian 
side to obtain wool in large quantities from Tibet, but the war 
of 1888 seriously interfered with the trade. Since then it has 
revived, and in 1895 about 31,000 maunds reached Kalimpong. 
Prices during the period mentioned have advanced from Ra. 15 
to Rs, 24 per maund, and they are still rising. This should 
stimulate exports, and if only greater care were taken in the 
selecting and packing of the wool, the English and American 
blanket and carpet factories would take an almost unlimited 
quantity. Even as it is, with bales ruined by damp or adulterated 
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with 15 per cent. of inferior black and grey wool, the demand 
continues to increase, Everyone has heard of yak-tails, which 
are largely used for ceremonial purposes all over the East, but 
few perhaps realise how great is the slaughter of animals to 
meet trade requirements. Prices ruled low in 1895 and the 
result was that only 738 maunds of tails were put on the market, 
but this involved the killing of 59,000 yaks! In the matter 
of Customs dues the Lamas do not impose excessive imposts, 
Goods imported by merchants resident in the country are duty 
free, but if these traders visit India to make their purchases 
they have to pay a 10 per cent. ad valorem tax. The prohibition 
against travelling beyond the confines of the country is more 
severe than ever, and all Tibetans residing abroad have been 
warned to return home. The people of the Chumbi Valley 
alone are given a monopoly of the carrying trade to and from 
Kalimpong, but even they are bound by contract to bring back 
all Tibetan drivers and porters employed with the caravans. 
The Lamas, in fact, will admit no strangers into Tibet and 
discourage their own people from all intercourse with foreign 
countries. They have slightly raised the Customs charges since 
the Yatung mart were opened, but still the duty of R. 1 per 
maund on wool exported is not a very heavy one. As compared 
with the transit dues levied in Afghanistan by the Amir of 
Kabul, it is a mere trifle. Students of the Currency Question 
may like to know that the traders carry back with them over 
three lakhs of rupees yearly. The explanation is that the rupee 
is current all through Tibet, even to Ta-chien-la on the Chinese 
border, and that it is ata premium of from 2 to 3 per cent. at 
Lhasa, Bags of rupees can be more easily transported than 
merchandise, and the sheep farmers and graziers like to have 
ready meney at their command. The economist, too, may be 
interested at coming across an actual instance of the usually 
purely hypothetical case where the balance of trade is settled 
year after year in hard cash. 
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XI.—THE TRADE OF COREA IN 1895. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. W. C. Hillier, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Sul, states that in spite of the 
unsettled condition of the country, and the prevalence of cholera 
during the summer months, causes which might reasonably have 
been expected to have prejudicially affected commercial interests, 
it is somewhat surprising to find that the improvement in trade, 
especially in the import branch, which was so noticeable a 
feature in 1894, has been fully maintained during the year under 
review. 

The total net trade of the country for 1895 which has come: 
under the cognisance of the maritime customs amounts to the 
sum of 12,884,232 dols., an increase of some 2,000,000 dols. on 
the figures for 1894, and of nearly 5,000,000 dols. on those for 
1893. 

This very considerable expansion during the past two years is 
doubtless in a large degree due to the fact that this country 
became, through force of circumstances, the base selected by the 
Japanese Government for the prosecution of their military 
operations against China. Although the people have suffered in 
many ways in consequence of the war, the temporary occupation 
of the country by the Japanese troops has been beneficial in so 
far that their presence in the peninsula necessitated the expendi- 
ture cf a considerable quantity of dollars for the purchase of 
supplies and the hire of transport, native produce being eagerly 
bought up by the Commissariat Department, and the large 
number of coolies who were engaged for transport purposes being 
liberally 1emunerated. The purchasing power of the people as 
a whole was largely increased by these means, and they have 
thus been enabled to lay out more money in the acquisition of 
foreign articles. The amount of silver in the country was also 
increased by the Japanese loan to the Corean Government of 
3,000,000 dols. made in April 1895, of which about two-thirds 
have already been expended. 

Although, however, from these considerations it seems evident 
that the recent expansion in trade has been in some degree due 
to causes which are of a fortuitous and temporary nature, yet 
the increase has been so considerable that there are reasonable 
grounds for concluding that a portion at any rate of the im- 
provement may be ascribed to the gradual development of 
healthier economic conditions. One hopeful sign, at any rate, is 
the increasing activity, forced upon them in the first instance by 
the absence of Chinese traders during the war time, of the native 
merchants, who have hitherto been distinguished by a singular 
commercial apathy. During the past year many of them, more 
especially from Wonsan, went in person to Shanghai to purchase 
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foreign goods—in the word: of the Commissioner of Customs at 
the above-mentioned port-—“ a hitherto unprecedented act of 
enterprise,” and a large class of petty vendors is gradually spring- 
ing up, who distribute foreign goods in small quantities, and buy 
up with the proceeds native produce suitable fur export. 

In addition, however, to the difficulty and expense of trans- 
port, there being hardly a decent road in the country, the 
development of the resources of the interior is seriously hampered 
by the perpetual anarchy which seems to prevail in certain pro- 
vinces, and with which up to the present the Government has 
utterly failed to cope, but, provided only a stronger and more 
stable central Government can be brought into existence, it may 
reasonably be expected that the figures for the present year will 
not only be maintained, but even exceeded in the near future. 

The following table shows, in dollars and sterling, the total 
net trade of the country, excluding re-exports, for the last three 
years 


| Value. 

Year. Exchange. 

Currency. Sterling. 

| 

Dollars. 
1893 7,986,840 998,355 2 6 
1894 11,057,892 1,105,789 2 0 
1895 12,884,232 1,395,792 22 


Almost the whole of the increase in the import branch of 
trade, which amounts approximately to 290,000/, has been 
absorbed by the growing importation of various cotton fabrics, 
and, as cotton goods are the only manufactures of British origin 
which are imported into Dorea in any value, it may be of interest, 
in view of the keen competition that has recently arisen between 
Japanese and Muinchester products to consider this question in 
some detail. 

The absence of Chinese traders, who fled from the country on 
the outbreak of hostilities, and did not return until the summer 
of 1895, placed the Japanese merchants temporarily in sole 
possession of the commercial field, and they naturally have made 
every effort to secure the advantage they had thus gained. As 
far as cotton goods are concerned, their most conspicuous success 
has been in miscellaneous piece-goods and yarns. 

The import of Japanese piece-goods, which before the war was 
insignificant, has grown from 12,500/. in 1894 to 78,000/. in the 
current year. This remarkable increase has been largely gained 
by a careful study of the needs of the native buyer. The Com- 
missioner of Customs at Wonsan, where the figures have risen 
from 3,500/, to 39,0001., remarks, in commenting upon this fact :— 
** This sudden and almost startling growth is due to the 
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“ adroitness displayed by the Japanese weavers in having closely 
* adopted the texture, length, and width of the native cotton 
* goods made in South Corea, which are deservedly popular for 
“ durability, and whose width, 18 inches, is specially adapted 
“ to the making of Corean ciothing without waste.” Doubtless, 
similar efforts to suit Corean tastes were made at the other 
ports. The Japanese goods are much cheaper than the native 
article, which is made by hand, but it remains to be seen whether 
their wearing qualities are such as to enable them to retain 
command of the market. 

The import of yarns has advanced from 10,000/. in 1894 to 
42,0001., of which onlv about 25 per cert. is absorbed by English 
or Indian products. The Japanese yarn, though coarser and less 
evenly spun, is about 5 dols. a picul (133 lbs.) cheaper than the 
British article, and is rapidly supplanting the latter, as well as 
the inferior native yarn, in the manufacture of native cotton 
goods. 

Ag far as other cottons are concerned, in which the Japanese 
manufacturers, as a rule, strive to imitate as closely as possible 
the Manchester fabrics, the Japanese increase is far less marked. 

Japanese sheetings, it is true, have advanced about 6,000/. in 
value; whilst the import of the corresponding British article 
has remained almost stationary, and Japanese grey shirtings have 
also come in in slightly additional quantities, though the Japanese 
import in this article, value 4,3001., is still insignificant compared 
to that of British shirtings (270,000/.). In this connection it 
should be noted that the miscellaneous Japanese piece-goods 
abeve referred to, which are adapted as much as possible to local 
tastes and requirements, should be regarded as the rivals of 
British shirtings in the Corean market far more than the Japanese 
imitations of the British fabric. 

The remaining Japanese cotton goode, such as drills, Turkey 
reds, cotton flannel, cotton blankets, all show a considerable 
decrease upon the 1894 returns, and the total import in these 
articles is still insignificant. 

From consideration of the above remarks, it seems clear that, 
except in the case of Japanese “miscellaneous” piece-goods and 
yarns, the Manchester cottons are still holding their own, the 
cheapness of the Japanese fabrics not compensating for their 
inferior quality. Yet the fact that the total Japanese cotton 
import, which in 1893 was only 5,000/. in value, has grown from 
27,0001. in 1894 to 125,000/. in the current year is sufficiently 
startling to cause anxiety to those interested in the import of 
British manufactures into Corea, even when allowance is 
made for the Japanese having had sole control of the market for 
the first six months of the year. On the other hand, it must be 
remembered that there has been a very large though not propor- 
ticnate increase in the import of British cottons, by far the greater 
part of which were imported by the Chinese merchants on their 
return to Corea after the conclusion of peace. The Chinese, who 
are the distributors of British goods in Corea, are infinitely 
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better traders than their Japanese rivals, being more energetic 
and enterprising, as well as content with a smaller margin of 
profit, a fact which cannot fail to be of distinct advantage to 
British trade. It would seem, therefore, to be quite possible 
to prevent the inroads the Japanese are gradually making upon 
our trade, if only the British manufacturer would employ in some 
degree the Japanese methods, and make a more careful study of 
the wauts of the native purchaser. 

As far as other articles of foreign import are concerned, the 
considerable increase in dyes is largely attributable to the sump- 
tuary law issued early in the year ordering the compulsory 
wearing of black clothes, the people preferring to dye their 
customary white garments rather than incur the cost of a new 
outfit. The order was obeyed with so much dissatisfaction that 

‘the Government were compelled to cancel it after it had been in 
force but a few months. 

Silk piece-goods also show a marked increase, which is due 
partly to the return of the Chinese merchants, it having been very 
difficult to obtain Chinese silks in their absence, and partly tv the 
repeal of a sumptuary law, by which the wearing of Chinese silks 
was forbidden. 

The remaining articles of import call for no special remarks, 
but it may be of interest to mention that the Japanese imitations 
of various European products, such as tinned meats, wines, 
liquors, &c., are still much in evidence both in the Japanese and 
native shops. Amongst the more curious developments of this 
industry are two to which the Commissioner of Customs at Fusan 
calls attention, namely, a wonderful reproduction of Pears’ soap, 
perfect in so far as box, label, advertisements, and general appear- 
ance are concerned, but absolutely worthless as soap ; and a clever 
imitation of Colman’s mustard. These spurious products are sold 
side-by-side in the same shop with the genuine article, but at a 
much lower price.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No, 1754). 
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XII.—FOREIGN IMPORT DUTIES ON WHEAT 
AND WHEAT FLOUR. 


The following statement, which has been compiled from the 
latest information in possession of the Board of Trade, shows the 
rates of Customs duty which are at present leviable in the under- 
mentioned foreign countries on wheat and wheat flour imported 
from the United Kingdom :— 


| Wheat. 
Foreign Countries. | 
| Tariff Rates of Duty. English Equivalents. 


Free. 
100 kilos. 3 kron. 70 dre 
0 kroa. 22 6re 
Free. 
100 kilos. 38 mks. 50 pf. 
F 


Russia 
Sweden - 
Norway 
Denmark 
Germany 
Holland - 
Belgium 
France - 


100 kilos. 
Only permitted to be im- 
ported subject to cer- 
tain special conditions 
and restrictions. 
100 kilos. 10 pes. 
Ton 75 lire 00 ¢. | 
100 kilos. 1 fl. 50 kr. | 
0 fr. 30 | 
100 okes = 4 drs. 11 lep. 


Austria-Hungary 
Switzerland 
Greece 
Turkey 
Roumania 
United States 
Egypt 
China 

Japan 

§Cuba 


100 kilos. 3 pesos 15 cts. 6 
With a surtax of 10 °/, With a surtax of 10 “leg 
100 kilos. 3 pes. 15 cts. | Cwt, 6 
With a surtax of 10°/, | W ith a surtax of 10 a). 
Kilog. gross 0 pes. 05 ets. | Cwt. gross 010 7 
Free. Free. 


§Porto Rico 


§Mexico 
§Brazil - 


Wheat Flour. 


Foreign Countries. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Tariff Rates of Duty. | English Equivalents. 


| 
Russia - Poud gross 0 rbl. 20 cop. | Cwt. gross 
Sweden - | 100 kilos. 6 kron, 50 6re | Cwt. 
Norway - _— 1 kron. 25 dre ” 
Denmark Free. Free. 
Germany - | | 100 kilos. 70 mks, 30 pf. 
Holland - Free. Free. 


§ Nore.—The conversion for these countries have been made on the basis of 
nominal values, the “ peso of “ Cuba, Porto Rico, and Mexico having been taken as 
equal to 4s. 2d., and the Brizilian “ milreis ” as equal to 2s. 3d. 


| 
Free. 
-| Cwt. 0 2 1 
od - ” 0 
Free. 
- - Cwt. 0 1 9} 
4 Free. 
| Free. Free. 
- - | Cwt. Oo 2 10} 
Portugal - | 
Spain - -| Cwt. 0 4 
Italy - 0 3 | 
6 
00 1* 
0 1 33 
- tal. | 8 ad val. 
- Free. Free. 
- 20 Jo ad val. 20 °/, ad val. 
- 8 °/, ad val.. | 8 °/, ad val. 
| Free. Free. 
| 
£ a. 
0 1113 
0 3 8 
0 0 84 
0 3 8} 
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Foreign Countries. 


Wheat. 


Tariff Rates of Duty. 


English Equivalents. 


Switzerland - 
Greece 
Turkey 
Roumania 
United States 
t - 
Che 
Japan - 


§Cuba 


§Porto Rico 


§Mexico 
§Brazil 


100 kilos. 2 frs. 00 c. 
*11 frs. 00 c. 
frs. 50 c. 
{16 frs. 00 c. 
Only permitted to be im- 
ported subject to cer- 
tain special conditions 
and restrictions. 
100.kilos. 17 pes. 32 
12 lire 30 c. 
8 fils. 75 
2 frs.00 
6 drs, 50 lep. 
8 °/, ad val. 
12 lei CO ban. 


100 kilos. 


With a surtax of 10 °/, 
100 kilos. 4 pes. 00 c. 
With a surtax of 10 °/, 
Kilog. O pes. 10 c. 

6 30 reis 


0 
a surtax 10 


Cwt 0 8 
a surtax of 10 


” 


§ Nots.—-The conversions for these countries have been made on the basis of 
nominal values, the “ peso” of Cuba, Porto Rico, and Mexico having been taken as 
equal to 4s. od., and the Brazilian “ milreis ” as equal to 2s. 3d. 

* The mg from the ~_ being 70 per cent. and above. 

8 between 60 and 70 per cent. 


De. 


60 per cent. or less. 


| | 
| 4°55 
France - » fo 5 5 i 
” to 6 6 | 
Portugal - i 
Spin - - Cwt. 0 7 Oo} 
Italy - | ” ¢ 
Austria-Hungary ” 0 3 9% 
| 0 0 
8 °/, ad val. 
Cwt. 0 4 10} 
20 dp yo 20 f° ad val. 
= 8 val. 8 °/. ad val. if 
Free. Free. 
- Free. Free. 
— 100 kilos. 4 pes, 00 c. 
] 
93506. D 
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XIII—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA— 
continued from p. 181. 


Articles, Rate of Duty. 


Hood springs (metal) - 

Hoods, felt, pull-over 

Hooks (brass) - 

Do., cornice (metal) 

Do., curtain (metal) - - 

Do., trace (metal) 

Hoop (metal), not machined and in n the rongh 
ops - 

anes clothing Gincluding saddle-cloths, also girths 
not otherwise dutiable) 35 °/, ad val. 

Horses, live Free. 

Horned cattle, not exceeding 10 in number, which 
for the previous six months have formed portion 
of the bond fide working stock of any person 
coming across the border into Victoria to settle 
on the lands of this colony : . - Free. 

Horseshoe nails = + 14s. per ewt. 

Hosiery, including undershirts and undervests 
(except flannel), and hosiery combinations - 25 °/, ad val. 

Do., being of cotton or linen, and elastic silk 
stockings for and 
socks - Free. 

Horticultural, agricultural, and viticultural imple- 
ments - 15 °/, ad val. 

Housing and ain lines - - - 

Hubs, elm 

Do., do., with patented metal bands - 

Hy draulic cylinders (enstings) - - 

Imitation jewellery - 

Imitations of plush, and similar makes (except for 
upholstery, free) being woollen mamufactures 
or manufactures containing wool, being piece 
goods and all portions of piece goods not made up 

Implements, agricultural, horticultural, and viti- 
cultural - - 15 °/, ad val. 

Do., do., known as reapers and binders’ - - Free. 

Incandescent lamps. See “ Electric Free. 

India-rubber boots (not shoes) - Free. 

Do. shoes - - - - - 12s, per dozen. 

- Free. 


De. gloves - 
Do. skin rubbers - 
Infants’ and invalids’ food, special preparations of 
Inflaters (metal) for pneumatic tyres - - 
Ink, printing (coloured) - - 
Inks, writing, liquid, or pate - 
Ink, burnishing - 
Ink bottles - - 
Do. stands - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Inkwells- - 20 °/, ad val. 
Instruments, musical, including second-hand: ~ 
Pipe organs and all parts thereof, instaling 
pianoforte action, made up 25 
Pianos, upright - - - 
Do., square, grand, or semi-grand - - ist a. 
Harmoniums and cabinet organs, not een ise 
enumerated - - 31. each. 
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No. 


Articles. 


Rate of Duty. 


Instruments, musical, being action work in agunes 
pieces, including rails and keys - - 
Instruments or appliances, surgical - - 
Instruments, optical, scientific (metal) —- - 
Do., do, surgical and scientific, being glassware - 
Invalids’ and infants’ food, special pocpenntions of- 
Iron, angle and - 
Do., sheet, corrugated 
Do., channel - 
Do., H-rolled girder - ~ 
Iron rivets - - - 
Do. washers - - 
Do. machines, machine 
tools - 
Irons, box and sad - 
Do., slot (plated mixed | metal), in 
build ding 
Isiuglass, uncut - - 
Jam jars (glassware), if cut, ‘embossed, engraved, 
etched, frosted, ground, or sand-blasted 
Do., if not cut, embossed, frosted, 
ground, or sand-blasted - - 
Jams and jellies = - - 
Japanese date plums green - 
Jellies C.C. (earthenware) - 
Jewel boxes or cases, including the articles peony 
ing thereto (if any) - 
Jewellery, viz. :— 
Rings of gold, finished or unfinished, but without 
cameos or precious stones set therein - 
All other, whether manufactured wholly or in 
part, including imitation jewellery, cases con- 
taining jewellery or imitation pammenry, also 
pencil cases - 
Jewellery which has been in , use, and which has 
been left by will to, or inherited by the importer, 
provided that such articles are not imported for 
sale, and that the intrinsic value thereof does not 
exceed 75 per cent. of the value of new articles 
of a similar description - - 
Jewellery, being cameos and precious stones, unset 
Jute matting - - - 
Kerosene and carriage lamps - - 
Kerosene oil, in bulk - 
Kettle ears (metal) 
Kettles (hollowware, iron) 
Kid gloves - 
King bolts (metal) - 
Kitcheners, tea or fountains (hollowware, iron) 
Knitting machines - - - 
Knives, chaff-cutter (metal) 
Do., reaping-machine (metal) - 
Labels, printed, for hats, clothing, or other articles, 
coat hangers, and other minor articles used in 
the manufacture of any dutiable article when 


stamped in gold, silver, or other metal, or in blind - 


81, per ton. 
Free. 
Free. 


20 °/., ad val. 
Free. 


2s. 6d. per cubic foot.t 
1s. per cubic foot.t 
8d. per pint or lb. 
Free. 
8d. per cubic foot. 


25 °/, ad val. 


4s. per dwt. troy. 


20 °/, ad val. 


30 °/, ad val. 


* Provided that such surgical instruments or appliances are enumerated in any 
order of the Commissioner of Trade and Customs published in the “ Government 
Gazette.” 


¢ Including package (measuring outside the package as imported). 
t Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 


D2 


Free.* 
Free. 
Free. 
| Free. 
Free. 
| Free. 
81. per ton. 
Free. 
Free. 
Free. 
| 
248 | | 
249 
250 
Free. 
Free. 
25 °/, ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. 
Free. 
Free. 
| Free. 
20 °/, ad val. 
| Bree | 
Free. 
| Free.f 
Free. | 
Free. 
251 
| 
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Articles. 


Rate of Duty. 


Labels, luggage and other, not otherwise enume- 
rated. See - - 
Laces, silk - - - 

Do., leather 

Lager beer, bottled, per gallon, or ee six reputed 
quart bottles, or Lay 12 reputed pint bottles - 

Do., not otherwise enumerated - - 

Lamb - - - - 

Lambs, live - - - - 

Lamps, cycle - - - - 

Do., carriage and kerosene - - 

Do., lampware, and lanterns, not otherwise enu- 
merated (not including globes, shades, and 
chimneys, electroliers, and qin, otherwise 
dutiable) | - - - 

Do., miners’ safety . - 

Do., are, without globes (electric fittings) 

Do., incandescent (electric fittings) - 

Lampware. See “ Lamps.” 

Landaus (including second-hand) - 

Lanterns. See “Lamps.” 

Lasts, wooden - - 

Latches (metal) - - 

Laths 

Lawn tennis nets and netting 

Lead, sheet and piping 

Leaf, gold and silver 

Leather :— 

Being crust or rough-tanned calf, goat, hogskin, 
sheep, or kangaroo, when not exceeding 7 Ibs. 
= skin ; mn bend, sometimes called 

butt - - 

Kid, calf kid, mock kid, and ie calf - 

Hogskins 

Belting (machine) 

Furniture, bootmaking, par bookbinding t morocco 
(except black), Persian sheep, roan and skivers 

Black morocco and goat levant - - 

Not otherwise enumerated = - 

Leatherware, harness, saddles, or articles —" up 
of leather, or any manufacture of which leather 
is the most valuable part, including trunks and 
portmanteaus, and leather cut into — bot 
otherwise enumerated - 

Leather gloves - - 

Do. laces 

Do. dressing, machine tools used i in 

Lemons, green - 

Letter clips ~ 

Lightning conductors (metal) 

Line fillets, for bookbinders . 

Lines, housing or seizing = - 

Lining boards, dressed or planed 

Liqueurs. See “ Spirits.” 

Liquid ammonia - - 

Do. cements 

Do. gum - 

Do. glue - 

Do. inks, writing - 

Lithographed advertising matter (paper) - 

Do. advertisements, framed. See “Stationery” 

Lithographers, plates for 

Lithographic stones 

Do. varnish - - 


35 “gad val, 


1s. per lb. 


Is. 6d. 
10d. per gallon. 
7s. per 100 lbs. 

2s. per head. 


Free. 
25 °/, ad val. 


30 °/. ad val. 
Free. 


Free. 


401. each. 


Free. 
Free. 
5s. per 1,000. 
25 °/, ad val. 
2s. 6d. per cwt. 
20 °/, ad val. 


Free. 
Free. 


Free. 
35 °/, ad val. 


5 °/, ad val. 
ped of ad val, 
6d. per Ib. 


30 °/, ad val. 
20 7 ad val. 
Is. per Ib. 
20 ad val. 
bushel. 

ad val. 


10°), ad val. 
12s. per cwt. 
1s. 6d. per 100 sup. ft. 


Free. 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 of ad val, 
10 of ad val. 

4d. per lb. 

35 °/, ad val. 

ree. 

Free. 
2s. per gallon. 
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No. 


Articles. 


Rate of Duty. 


Lithographs used or designed for use for atvartiaing 
purposes (paper) - 

Locket glasses - - 

Locks (metal) - 

Locks used in cncringe building (plated or mixed 
metalware) 

Lubricating oils, in bulk, of which the chief com- 
ponent part is mineral - 

Luggage, personal. See “ e” - 

Lugs for bicycles, tricycles, and similar vehicles, 
not being brazed or gonad with beta other 


part 

Do., seat, for bicycles, tricycles, and similar 
vehicles, not being brazed or ead with any 
other part - - 

Macaroni and vermicelli - - 

Machine belting, leather - 

Do. tools, being steam hammers, drills, planes, ond 
iron and wood-working machines, also machine 
tools used in 
other industries 

Machines, viz. : — 

Button making, eyelet, knitting, sheep-shearing, 
stitching, dairy refrigerators and separators - 

Printing and printing presses - - 

Known as cream - - 

Sewing - 

Constructed for use exclusively by vitieul- 
turists 

Tron and wood-working, being machine tools - 

Machinery not otherwise enumerated - 

Do. for carding, spinning, weaving, and finishing 
the manufacture of fibrous material, and cards 
for such macbinery - - - 

Do. for telegraphic purposes * 

Do. used in the manufacture of paper and for 
felting, including wire cloth and felts - 
Mail phaetons (matading - 

Maize - - 

Maize-flour or corn-flour 

Maizena - - 

Malleable rim bands (metal) - 

Mallets - 

Malt - - 

Mangoes, gree - 

Mantle cloths, manufactures or 
tures containing wool, being piece goods, and all 
portions of piece goods not — up for women’s 
and girls’ wear - - « 

Marble and stone, wrought :— 

Monumental wrought stone - - - 
Not otherwise enumerated - - 

Marble and stone, wrought, being lithographic stones 
and stones for milling and grinding on tae - 

Maslin pans (hollowware, iron) a 


4d. per lb. 
Free. 


4 Free. 
2d. per pint or lb. 
85 °/, ad val. 


25 ad val. 


Free. 
Free.f 


Free.t 
401. each. 
2s. 11d. per cental. 
2d. per pint or lb.* 
2d. per pint or Ib.* 
Free. 


Free. 
4s. 6d. per bushel. 
Free. 


15 °/, ad val. 


7s. 6d. per cubic foot.t 
35 °/, ad val. 


Free. 
Free. 


* Per pint or lb., or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in pro- 
portion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 

+ Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 

t For purposes of measurement, each stone shall be considered a rectangular 
solid, corresponding in measurements to the extreme length, width, and height of 
the stone measured, 


|| 
| — | 
Free. 
Free. 
Free. 
Free. 
Free. 
20 °/, ad val. 
Free.t 
Free.f 
Free.f 
Free.t 
266 
| Free. 
} 
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270 | 


NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA. [Sept. 1896. 


Articles. Rate of Duty. 


Matches and vestas, viz. :-- 

Wax vestas : 

For every gross of metal boxes not otherwise 

specified, containing in each box— 

100 vestas or under - ~ 

Over 100 and not exceeding 200 vestas - 

~_ - on, per gross of metal boxes, 

not for 

poo additional 100 vestas or pont 

thereof - 1s. 3d. additional. 

For every gross of paper, small round tin, or 
other boxes, containing in each box— 

100 vestas or under - - Is. 

Over 100 and not exceeding 200 vestas - 2s. 

And so on, per gross of boxes, for each 

additional 100 vestas or part thereof - 1s. additional. 

Wooden matches :— 

For every gross of boxes containing in each 
box— 
100 matches or under - 6d. 
Over 100 and not exceeding 200 matches - Is. 
And so on, per gross of boxes, for each 
additional 100 matches or port thereof - 6d. additional, 
Matches, wood safety - Free. 
Material, fibrous, machinery for carding, spinning, 
weaving, and finishing the manufacture of - Free.* 
Do., silk, for —- furniture - - - Free. 
Materials, building, being— 

Architraves and niouldings, of all sorts (except 
picture-frame mouldings), wholly or putty 
prepared, under 3 ins. in width 4s. per 100 lin. feet. 

Do., of all sorts (except picture-frame mould- 
ings), wholly or Partly pend, 3 ins. and 
over in width | 7s. per 100 lin. feet. 


Boards, flooring - Dressed or planed, 


Do., lining 
Do., weather - “ — per 100 sup. 


Do., shelving - 
Doors, not exceeding 14 in. in dédie - 5s. each. 
Do., over 1} in. and “not StnNS 12 in. in 
thickness - - - 7s. 6d. each. 
Do., over 12 in. in thickness - - 10s. eac 
Frames, door and window 5s. each. 
Hardwood - - 3s. per 100 sup. feet. 
Laths - - - 5s. per 1,000. 
Palings - 9d. per 100. 
Pickets, dressed 6s. 6d. per 100. 
Do., undressed - - 6d. per 100. 
Picture-frame mouldings, not mitred 15 °/, ad val. 
Do., mitred - 35 op ad val. 
Sashes, window, unglazed - - 2s. per pair. 
Do., do., glazed - - - 3s. per pair. 
Shingles - 9d. per 1,000. 
Skirtings, wholly or partially propane - - 7s. per 100 lin. ft. 
Spokes, rims, and felloes, in the rough (except 
hickory—free) - - . 6d. per 100, 
Timber of sizes less than 7 inches by 23 inches - | 4s. per 100 sup. ft. 
Timber, bent (not otherwise enumerated) - 25 °/, ad val. 
Timber, cut into shapes for making into cases, 
boxes, or similar articles - 6d. per cubic foot. 
Do., known as Oregon, of sizes less due 7 Siiitiais 
by 2} inches - - - - | 4s. per 100 sup. ft. 


* Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 
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No. 


Articles. 


Rate of Duty. 


Materials, building, being—cont. 

Timber known as oregon, of the sizes of 7 inches 
by 2} inches and upwards oe less heen 12 
inches by 6 inches’ = 

Do., known as oregon, of the sizes of 12 inches 
by 6 inches and upwards - 

Materials, photographic, telegraphic or scientific, 
porcelain 

Mats, floor, not otherwise enumerated - - 

Do., sugar - 

Matter, advertising. See “ Paper “ 

Matting, not otherwise enumerated 

Do., coir and jute - - . 

Mattocks (metal) - 

Mauls (metal) 

Meats and fish, potted ; and meats, “fish, soups, and 
vegetables—extracts of, or concentrated 

Meats and fish, preserved, not jsalted or dried or 

preserved in brine - 

Meats, beef, mutton, veal, ond lamb - - 


Medical preparations containing opium - 


Medical preparations containing alcohol - 


Medical and sanitary wear, brown, cane, or fireclay 
Medicine chests or cases, with or without fittin: - 
Medicines, consisting of two or more ingredients 
mixed ready for use, not being in chemical com- 
bination ; drugs and chemicals packed ready for 
retail sale or consumption, including medical 
compounds containing spirits not exceeding the 
strength of proof by Sykes’ hydrometer ; and all 
preparations recommended as beneficial for any 
portion of the human or animal body, or the 
cure or the treatment of any disease or affection 
whatever ; and medicine chests or cases, with or 
without fittings - - 


2s. per 100 sup. ft. 
1s. per 100 sup. ft. 


20°, ad val. 


2d. per pint or lb.* 


7s. per 100 lbs. 
10s. per 100 Ibs. 


(ll. per lb. of opium 


contained therein, 
when not dutiable 
at a higher rate 
under the heading 
of medicinesfliable 
to 25 per centum 
ad valorem. 


12s. per gallon of the 


strength of proof 
by Sykes’ hydro- 
meter, and so in 
proportion for any 
greater or less 
strength than the 
strength of proof, 
when not dutiable 
at a higher rate 
under the heading 
of medicines liable 
to 25 per centum 
ad valorem. 


“gd. =; cubic foot.t 


val, 


25°), ad val. 


* Per pint or lb. or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in propor- 
tion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 
¢ Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 


be continued.) 
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| 
Free. 
| 30 °/,, ad val. 
Free. 
4d. per lb. 
15 °/, ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. 
30 °/, ad val. 
380 °/, ad val. 
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282 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Tariff Classifications. 

A despatch, dated 27th August last, has been received from 
Sir N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
stating that the Russian Customs department has notified the 
following classification of goods under the Russian Customs 
Tariff. 

Wooden figures for chess, partly turned and partly carved with 
incrustations, insertions and ornaments to be cleared together with 
the boxes in which they are brought under point 3 of section 
61 (duty four roubles 50 copecks gold per poud). At the same 
time wooden chess boards, without insertings, incrustations and 
ornamentations, are to be cleared under the corresponding points 
of section 61. 

Articles of papier maché, in the shape of saucers, without orna- 
ment or finish, and not having the appearance of being turned or 
carved, to be cleared under Point 2 of section 177 (duty 60 


copecks gold per poud), 


Norway. 


Accession of Norway to the International Convention for the 
Publication of Customs Tariffs. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Baron 
Whetttnall, Belgian Minister in London, notifying that Norwa 
has signified her accession to the International Convention for the 
publication of Customs Tariffs, 


GERMANY. 


Reduced Rates for the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal. 


A despatch, dated 12th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Berlin, enclosing copies and translation of the revised 
Tariff of Dues for the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal, which was to come 
into operation on the 1st September last. 

The new Tariff provides for a considerable reduction of the — 
dues for larger vessels as compared with the rates in force since 
June 10, 1895, the charge per ton above 600 tons register being 
reduced from 40 pfennigs to 30 (up to 800) and 20 pfennigs. 
Further facilities are given to the German coasting trade ] 
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the reduction of the minimum charge for coasting vessels from 10 
to 6 marks, and a reduction of 20 per cent. is allowed for ships in 
ballast. The surtax for the winter months is reduced from 25 per 
cent. to 10 per cent. of the regular dues. 


BELGIUM. 
Tariff Modifications, 


A despatch, dated 27th August last, has been received from 
Mr. C. F. Frederick Adam, Her Majesty’s Szcretary of Legation 
at Brussels enclosing copy of a decree dated the 21st August, 
which appeared in the ‘ Moniteur Belge,” of the 27th of that 
month by which leads for manufacturing pencils were on and 
after September 1st to be classed under section 54 of the Belgian 
Customs Tariff as “ Various Products for Industrial Use,’ with 
the reduced duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem, instead of as 
heretofore under section 38, “ Small wares and Hardware,” with a 
duty of ten per cent. ad valorem. 


NETHERLANDS. 
The Customs Tariff. 


“Le Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” states that 
the Dutch Customs Tariff presents no obstacle to trade. No 
difference is made between direct and indirect importations, or 
European and extra-European origin. All merchandise imported 
in transit will enter or leave the country free of charge. The 
greater part of the goods destined for Holland, all raw materials, 
are duty free. Among articles admitted duty free may be cited 
the following :—Cereals, oleaginous seeds, wool, raw or otherwise, 
hair, dyewoods and wood for building, ores, indiarubber, nitrates, 
soda salts, guano, coffee and cocoa beans, tallow, fats, wax, flour. 

Some articles have been taxed at 5 per cent. ad valorem, aduty 
which is levied on the real value declared at the time of importa- 
tion by the importer, or at a fixed rate per 100 kilogs. or according 
to the tariff. These duties do not aim at protection, but are 
simply for State revenue purposes. 


FRANCE. 


Tariff Decisions. 


According to “ Le Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” 
fine unsweetened biscuits (English end similar kinds), formerly 
classed with Captain’s biscuit (Biscuit de Mer), are to pay the 
same duty as gingerbread (Pain d’épice). 

Salmon in bulk in frigorific receptacles shall be classed as 
“ Fresh-water fish, preserved.” 
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New Customs Law, 

The “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” states that, 
in anticipation of the new Customs law which is to be applied 
to Tunis after the denunciation of the Italian Treaty, the 
Consultative Council of the French Colony has agreed on the 
following :— 

The principle of reciprocal free trade between France and 
Tunis. 

The application, in Tunis, of the French General Tariff to 
foreign products similar to Tunisian agricultural products. 

The principle of the formation of a tariff applicable to foreign 
products, drawn up so as to open the Tunisian market to French 


products, without being prohibitive. 
The replacing of the present ad valorem duties by specific 


duties. 


PORTUGAL. 
Duties on Goods Damaged while Stored in Custom-house, 


A despatch, dated 6th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. Conway Thornton, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, enclosing copy of translation of a 
Royal decree, with reference to the import duty leviable on 
any articles of merchandise stored in any Custom-house that may 


be accidentally destroyed or deteriorated before their clearance 
for consumption, in which it is stated that “no import duty is 
* leviable on merchandise stored in the Customs warehouses, 
* whenever it may be proved by official evidence, and in the 
* course of a regularly instituted suit, that such merchandise 
“ shall have been destroyed or have deteriorated on account of 


“ any accident, and that in consequence it cannot be cleared for 
consumption.” 


SPAIN. 

Goods Imported from Countries having Commercial Treaties 

with Spain. 

A despatch, dated 28th August last, has been ‘received from 
Sir H. Drummond Wolft, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
enclosing copy and translation of a Royal Order, as follows :— 

The Government is authorised to apply to the products of the 
soil and industry of Switzerland, Sweden and Norway, the 
Netherlands, and Denmark, on importation into Spain, equally 
and to each of the said nations, the Customs privileges oe 
from the respective treaties and commercial conventions contracte 
with them and now in force, provided such nations grant to 
Spanish goods reciprocally the benefits of the lower tariff conceded, 
or which may be conceded, to any third country. 
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SpaAIn—PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 

Increased Export and Import Duties and Consumption Tax 

A despatch, dated 24th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff with respect to the 
Estimates for the Philippine Islands for the years 1896-97. 

The expenditure is calculated at 17,258,145 dols. (3,451,629/), 
and the revenue at 17,474,020 dols. (3,494,804/.), leaving an 
estimated surplus of 215,875 dols. (43,1752). 

In order to attain this result, an export duty is imposed on 
certain additional articles (sce Table A.), a tax is to be levied on 
various articles of consumption (see Table B.),and all merchandise, 
from whatever country imported, is to be subject to an “ un- 
loading” duty of 2 per cent. ad valorem. 


Table A. 
Changes in Export Tariff. 


_ Pts. Cts. 
1. Abaca (Manilla hemp), raw or manufactured { a } 0°75 


2. Indigo - - - - - ” 0°50 

8. Do., for dyeing purposes - - 

4. Rice - 

5. Sugar - 

6. Cocoa-nuts, fresh and dried (copra) - - 

7, Tobacco, manufactured, of all kinds and of any origin - 

8. Do., raw, the product of the provices of Cazayan, 
Isabela, and Nueva Vizcaza (Island of Luzon) - 

9. Do., do., the product of the islands of Visayas and 
Mindanas’ - - - 
Do., do., the product of other provinces of the 
Archipelago - - - - 


” 


Table B. 
Consumption Taz. 


In receptacles of wood and demijohns 
Spirits of all kinds hottles and flasks - 


Beer - 

Vegetables and pulse, fresh or dried - - 
Flour of wheat - 
Common salt (chloride of sodium) - - 
Petroleum and mineral oils of all kind - - 


New Customs Law, 

A despatch, dated August 11 last, has been received from the 
Hon. H. G. Edwardes, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Rome, enclosing copy and translation of the law which has passed 
the Chamber and received the Royal sanction, by which the export 
duty on sulphur in Italy has been abolished. 

The law also establishes a tax for statistical purposes (diritto di 
statistica), giving a list of the articles which are subject to this 
tax, and detailing the circumstances under which they become 
liable thereto. 


; Pts. Cts, 
” 0°30 
» 0°10 
- | 100 kilos. 06:50 
1:00 
= ” 1 
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Unirep Srares. 
Right of Appeal in Cases affecting the Valuation of Imported 


Goods, 

According to information received from the Foreign Office, it 
has been decided by the United States Supreme Court, that the 
decisions of the Board of Appraisers in questions relating to the 
value of imported goods, are final and conclusive, 


Regulations to Expedite the Entry and Delivery of Packages 
Imported in Vessels of the United States, 


A despatch has been received from the Foreign Office, eaclosi 
copy of a circular of the Treasury Department of the Unite 
States containing regulations, under the Act of June 8, 1896, to 
expedite the entry and delivery of packages imported in vessels 
of the United States. A copy of the above Act and of forms of 
applications and bonds may be seen by those interested, on applica- 
tion at the Commercial Department of the Boa-d of Trade, 
7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


Proof of Landing Abroad of Goods exported from Bonded 
Manufacturing Warehouses waived. 

The following circular has been received at the Board of Trade 
from the Treasury Department of the United States :— 

Article 68 of the special regulations relating to the establishment 
of bonded warehouses under the provisions of the Tariff Act of 
August 28, 1894, is hereby modified as follows :— 

The following words will be cmitted from the form of bond as 

iven in said article, viz. :— 

* And if the certificates and other proofs required by the 
regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance of law, 
showing the delivery of the same at the said port of destination, 
or at any other port or place without the limits of the United 
States, shall be produced and deposited with the Collector of the 
Customs at the said port of withdrawal within from the 
date hereof,” 

The first clause of said article 68 is hereby amended s0 as to 
read as follows :— 

The collector may accept as proof of due exportation the bill of 
lading and entry of the merchandise on the outward manifest of 
the vessel of exportation and the usual certificates of shipment 
and clearance, the same as in the exportation of merchandise 
from bond. 

The proof of landing abroad may hereafter be waived in the 
above-mentioned transactions. 


The Appraisement and Classification of Imported Raw Sugars. 


The following circular has been received at the Board of Trade 
from the Treasury Department of the United States :— 

The attention of chief officers of Customs is hereby called 
to a decision of the United States circuit court for the southern 
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district of New York, January 7, 1896, in the trial of the 
appeal of the United States from the decision of the Board 
Fenn Appraisers, July 20, 1895, regarding the classification 
for duty of certain sugars imported per steamship Yumuri by the 
American Sugar Refining Company. 


Appraisement. 
I. 


The above decision establishes the rule under which appraise- 


ments of raw sugars and liquidation of entries covering the same 
shall hereafter be made. 


IL. 

In conformity with section 10 of the Administrative Act, the 
appraiser shall ascertain, estimate, and appraise the actual market 
value and wholesale price of the sugar, at the time of exportation 
to the United States, in packed condition, in the principal 
markets of the country whence the same has been imported. 


ITI. 


The appraiser shall also describe the character of the sugar for 
the information of the collector, and shall report to him the degree 
of polariscope test actually found by him on appraisement, and 
the market value of the sugar on such test. 


IV. 


The regulations as to the sampling and appraisement of sugars 
are hereby extended to apply to all imported sugars on arrival. 
In case no entry is made of sugars thus sampled and appraised, 
careful record shall be kept of all the facts of each case, and the 
return of the appraisement shall be the basis of liquidation, should 
entry be made subsequently. Whenever any sugars shall have 
been entered for transportation to another port, either in bond or 
otherwise, a report of the facts found on appraisement shall be 
transmitted to the collector at the port of destination. 


V. 


The “additional sample” provided for in paragraph 33 of the 
regulations issued May 13, 1895, shall, without delay, be marked 
and kept in safe custody. In the case of sugars of low grade, 
or those containing sand, additional reserved samples should 
be kept, so as to provide for additional tests, should the appraiser 
find them desirable, in order to arrive at an average test by 
which to determine the true degree of saccharine strength. The 
appraiser shall informally report to the importer the degree 
of saccharine strength which he finds on examination of the first 
sample. Should the importer, within two official days after such 
notice has been mailed to him by the appraiser, claim an error in 
the reported test, and request a report of test on the reserved 
samples, such test may be made, and the appraiser’s return ma 
then be made according to the result of such second test, and his 
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return shall, in either case, be held to be the date of appraisement, 
and the test returned by the appraiser shall be held to be the 
true test, without regard to any other test made by unofficial 
persons. 


Vi. 


In conformity with the decision of the United States circuit 
court, above quoted, the dutiable value of imported sugars may 
be controlled by the stipulations and conditions of purchase, or of 
value specified in said opinion whenever they shall be duly set 
forth in the invoice or entry ; the court having held that the “price 
“‘ by quality was as ascertainable, and as well ascertained, as that 
“ by quantity.” 

For the purpose of determining whether the additional (penal) 
duty accrues under section 7, Act of June 10, 1890, the entered 
value shall be adjusted to accord with the specification as to the 
test basis of purchase set forth in the invoice or entry ; and when 
the entered value thus adjusted shows that the appraised value 
does not exceed by more than 10 per cent. the entered value thus 
adjusted, no additional (penal) duty accrues. When the appraised 
value exceeds the adjusted entered value by more than 10 per 
cent. on the basis above mentioned, the appropriate additional 
(penal) duty shall be levied—that is to say, penal duties shall not 
accrue on imported sugars in case the advarced value on liquida- 
tion exceeds the entered value by more than 10 per cent., when- 
ever such advanced value above 10 per cent. is caused by a 
difference between the test as reported by the appraiser and the 
test basis of purchase named in the invoice or entry: Provided, 
that the test basis of invoice valuation shall appear in the invoice 
or entry, and that the terms of sale shall appear in the invoice or 
entry of purchased sugars. 


VII. 


The entered value, when adjusted to the conditions expressed 
in the invoice or entry, will be the minimum value for duty 
purposes, “ below which the collector would have no right to go,” 
even although the appraised value when similarly adjusted may 
show a lower value than such entered value. 


VIII. 


In the liquidation of invoices of sugar, in regard to which no 
polariscope test is set forth as the basis of value, and no terms of 
sale appear on the invoice or eutry, the computation to establish 
dutiable value shall be made upon the appraiser’s report of 
market value. 


IX. 


Whenever the appraiser shall report that, in his opinion, the 
value of any imported sugars has been advanced over 10 per 
cent. by reason of the higher polariscope test, produced by 
unusual drainage or evaporation on the voyage of importation, 
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no additional or penal duties shall be exacted, unless the aggregate 
appraised value of the quantity actually landed shall exceed the 
aggregate invoice or entered value by more than 10 per cent. 


San Domineo. 
Increase of Import Duties. 
According to the ‘‘ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” the 


duties on goods imported into the Republic of San Domingo have 
been increased 6 per cent. 


Port and coast dues are not subject to the above increase. 


VENEZUELA. 
Port Regulations at La Guaira. 


A communication bas been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. W. A. Andral, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Caracas, 
enclosing — and translation of the La Guaira Harbour Regula- 
tions as lately issued, the essence of which is that all movements 
of shipping require the prior consent of the captain of the port. 
Similar regulations for other ports of the Republic of Venezuela 
have been issued, 

The full text of the translation of the Regulations may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


BRAZIL. 


Recognition of Signatures of Brazilian Consular Agents at 
Custom Houses in Brazil. 


A despateh, dated 3rd August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Arthur S, Raikes, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, enclosing translation of an official 
decree authorising inspectors of Custom houses and fiscal commis- 
sioners in Brazil to recognise the signatures of Brazilian consular 
agents and to affix the necessary stamp, as follows :— 

“The President of the United States of Brazil, considering 
that the attestation, at the Bureau for Foreign Affairs, of the 
signatures of Brazilian consular agents, attached to documents, 
issued in foreign countries, intended to be made effective in the 
States of the Union, prejudices the parties interested, owing to 
the delay in the arrival of such documents at their destination in 
consequence of the great area of the Republic. 

Considering, mcreover, that by virtue of the decision of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 31st January 1890 Brazilian 
Consular Agents transmit to the Governor of the State of Para 
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the autograph of their signatures which are there recognised, and 
considering that the continuance of this custom is detrimental to 
the Federal Revenue. 

Decrees :— 

Art. 1. The inspectors of Custom houses are authorised to 
recognise the signatures of Brazilian Consular Agents attached 
to documents issued in foreign countries intended to be made 
effective within the State in which their respective Custom 
house are established, and to levy the stamp tax to which such 
documents are liable. 

For this purpose only stamps of the Union may be used. 

Art. 2. In any State where there is no Custom house this 
service devolves upon the Fiscal Commissioners of the Federal 
Government. 

Art. 3. All contrary enactments are hereby revoked. 


PERU. 
Taxation on Salt. 


A Cespatch dated 21st July last, has been received at the Foreign 
office, from Mr. Alfred St. John, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires 
at Lima, reporting that by a decree of the Peruvian Government, 
issued on the 18th instant, the importation of salt into Peru is 
prohibited and a duty of five cents per kilogram is imposed on 
native salt used for domestic purposes, and of one cent if for 
manufacturing purposes, in which case it will be rendered unfit 
for culinary purposes. ‘Lhe state reserves to itself the privilege of 
that article. 

is measure is adopted in virtue of a law passed by Congress 
on the 11th of January last, which gave the Government the 
eption of establishing a monopoly of the salt extracted from the 
Peruvian mines, or of imposing a duty on that commodity. The 
proceeds of this onerous tax are to be devoted to the creation of a 
specific fund for the purpose of paying to Chile the amount of 
the indemnity stipulated in the treaty of peace between Peru and 
Chile in the event of the provinces of Tacna and Arica being 
restored to the former Republic as the result of the plébiscite 
which is to determine the nationality of the Provinces in 
question. 


Britis Inpta. 
Administration of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act. 


The Board of Trade have received from the India Office a 
copy of the following instructions for the guidance of Customs 
officers in the administration of the Indian Merchandise Marks 
Act, 1V. of 1889, in supersession of those hitherto issued :— 

1. Labels or tickets, applied to boxes, cartons, parcels, or other 
packages, which are manifestly intended only for the purpose of 
identifying articles for the convenience of dealers and shopkeepers, 


| 
| 
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and are not specially intended to attract the eye of the purchaser, 
should not be treated as trade descriptions. Hxamples:—On 
bundles of hosiery, “ hose, brown merino, size 10”; on shoes 
“ enamelled leather, men’s No. 6”; on hats, “ brown: felt, hard, 
No. 7.” 

This instruction does not apply to a mark or description on the 
goods themselves, nor to a description of quality, nor to a descrip- 
tion containing the name of a place, country, manufacturer or 
trader, nor to a trade-mark. 

2. Goods manufactured on the Continent of Europe should ve 
detained if the manufacturer’s name and the trade description 
are expressed in English, unless the name avd description are 
accompanied by the name of the country of manufacture. 

In certain cases where the name ot a place only is applied, it is 
not necessary to require the name of the country ; for instance, 
if brandy is imported from Nantes or Bordeaux, and marked with 
the name of the port of shipment only, it is not necessary to 
require the addition of the name of the country, because no 
shipper or importer of brandy from France would wilfully leave 
room for doubt as to the French origin of the brandy. 

If bars of iron or steel of other than English origin have 
English words stamped thereon, the collector should require the 
country of origin to be stamped on them. 

3. Customs officers should detain, on their own motion, and 
without requiring information, any goods produced or manu- 
factured beyond the limits of the United Kingdom or of British 
India which are marked with British or British Indian names or 
trade-marks or with colourable imitations thereof, or which are so 
described as to indicate or suggest that the goods were produced 
or made in the United Kingdom or British India, unless the 
country of origin of the goods is indicated, in conspicuous letters, 
on the same label as that on which the names, mark, or descrip- 
tion appear. 

In the cases mentioned in this instruction a description which 
indicates a particular class or method of manufacture, and includes 
the name of a place in or a part of the United Kingdom, and is 
thereby likely or calculated to mislead, includes such terme as 
Kidderminster carpets,” Windsor soap,” “ Balbriggan” ona 
hosiery, *‘ Shetland” on shawls, and the like ; for though these 
terms may be held to be merely indicative of methods of manu- 
facture, they are likely to mislead as to the place of origin. 

4. Customs officers should require the indication of the country 
of origin to be placed on the capsules and corks as well a3 on the 
labels of bottles of wine or other liquor produced or made beyond 
the limits of the United Kingdom or of British India, whenever 
such goods are 

(a.) so described 

(4.) or have applied to them British or Brisish Indian names or 

trade-marks or colourabie imitations thereof in such manner 
as to indicate or suggest that the wine or other liquor was pro- 
duced or made in the United Kingdom or in British India. 


93506. E 
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If the description and the names are so applied as to indicate 
merely that the wine or other liquor has been imported by a 
British or British Indian trader or dealer, it is not necessary to 
require the-indication of origin on the corks and capsules, 

5. The cotton piece-guods which must have their length 
stamped on them, under the orders contained in the notification 
of the Government of India in the Department of Finance and 
mane No. 1,430, dated the 6th April 1891, are those named 

ow 


Cambrics. Longcloths, 
Checks, spots, and stripes. Madapollame. 
Chadars. Muils, 
Chadar dhutis. | Muslins. 
Dhutis. | Nainsooks. 
Domestics. Printers. 
Durias. Prints. 
Drills. Sfris. 
Jaconets. Scarves (eklai). 
Jeans. | Sheetings. 
Lappets. Shirtings. 
Lawns. Tanjibs. 
Lenos. Twills, 


T cloths and Mexicans. 

No other descriptions of cotton goods need be stamped with 
their length. 

6. A report of the proceedings of the collector should be sub- 
mitted annualiy to the local government for transmission to the 
Government of India. The report should state the number of 
cases in which (1) detention was ordered; (2) detention was 
followed by confiscation; (3) detention was followed by release 
with or without a fine; (4) detention was ordered on information 
received ; (5) detention was ordered without information. Under 
the first head should be specified the section of the Act under 
which action was taken. 

Tariff Decision. 

According to a Customs circular received from the India Office, 
it has been decided that steam winches for the purpose of working 
dredges for sinking wells are not to be included in articles entitled 
to exemption from duty. 


BARBADOS. 
‘ Customs Tariff Amendment Act. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Colonial Office, enclosing copy of Act, No. 12, of 1896, of the 
Legislation of Barbados, entitled “ An Act to amend the Customs 
Tariff Act, 1895,” as follows :— 

1. This Act may be cited as the Customs Tariff (Amendment) 
Act, 1896. 


| 

a 
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2. The several duties of Customs set forth in figures in Table 
* A” in the schedule to the Customs Tariff Act, 1895 (1895-6), 
shall be respectively increased by one-fifth or twenty per centum 
of the amount now levied; and such increased duties shall be 
ascertained, levied, collected, paid, recovered, and applied in the 
same manner as the duties of Customs imposed by the Customs 
Tariff Act, 1895. 

3. This act shall continue in force until and inclusive of the 
31st day of December 1896, and shall be read with the Customs 
Tariff Act 1895, as one Act. 


GAMBIA, 
New Customs Ordinance. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Acting Adminis- 
trator of Gambia, copy of an Ordinance to amend t2 Customs 
duties of that Colony, as follows :— 

I. This ordinance may be cited as the “Customs Tariff 


Ordinance, 1896,” and skall continue in force until the 30th day of 
June 1898. 


II. In lieu of the duties now payable under the “ Customs 
Tariff Ordinance, 1883,” the “ Additional Customs Duties 
Ordinance, 1887,” and the “ Further Additional Customs Duties 
Ordinance, 1888,” on spirits, wines, malt liquors and kolas there 
shall be charged and paid tke duties following (that is to 
say) :— 

all spirits or strong waters not being sweetened £ s. d. 

or mixed with any article, so that the degree of 
strength thereof cannot he ascertained by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, for every imperial gallon of the 
strength of proof by such hydrometer, and so in 
proportion for every greater or less strength of 


proof - - - - - - 0 3 &@ 
Upon wines without reference to strength, except 

claret in bulk, per iraperial gallon 9 
Upon claret in bulk per imperial gallon @ 
Upon malt liquors, per imperial gallon —- - 010 
Upon kola nuts, per pound - - ao @ Oe 


III. The schedule of duties annexed to Section I. of the 
Additional Customs Duties Ordinance, 1887, shall be amended in 
the sixth line thereof by the substitution of the words ‘ seven 
pounds ten shillings ” for the words “five pounds.” 
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XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Reports oN SuGAR BounTIEs IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


A parliamentary paper (Commercial No. 7 (1896)) has been 
issued by the Foreign Office containing reports by Her Majesty’s 
representatives in Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Roumania on 
Sugar Bounties in those countries. 


EsTABLISHMENT OF SEAMEN’s INSTITUTE AT NICOLAIEFF. 


A communication has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. H.G. Mackie, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at 
Odessa, stating that a Seamen’s institute has been opened at 
Nicolaieff by Mr. A. W. Woodhouse, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul 
at that port, the necessary permission of the Imperial authorities 
having been recently obtained by Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg. 

As the port lies at a great distance from ihe town, the want of 
such an institute has been long keenly felt by British sailors. 
Moreover, a telephone is being set up for the use of subscribers, 
which will bea great boon to British shipmasters, who will thus 
be spared many a long and expensive journey into town. 


Tue PeErrovsk-Baku RaAttway. 


A report, dated July 7 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. P. Stevens, Her Majesty’s Consul at Batoum, 
stating that at the beginning of the year it was definitely decided 
by the Russian Government, to sanction the construction of a 
railway from Petrovsk, through Derbent to Baku. 

During the past two months engineers have been carrying ovt 
surveys between the towns of Petrovsk and Derbent, which have 
now been completed, and the Vladikavkaz Railway Company has 
undertaken to commence the building of the line, on that section, 
by the 1/13th instant. 

The surveyors are at present continuing their work on the 
second half of the line, viz., between Derbent and Baku, and 
it is stated that the whole of the line is to be laid in close 
proximity to the shores of the Caspian Sea, and is to run through 
a comparatively speaking flat country, the distance to be traversed 
being .only about 200 miles; it is expected that the railway will 
be completed within a period of two years. 
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Mr. Kerbédz, the constructor, is the engineer-in-chief of the 
Vladikavkaz Railway, and as he has already proved himself to be 
a person of great energy and ability, there is every probability 
that the work will be carried out with all possible speed. 


THe Frax Crop 1x European Ruvssta. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at St. Petersburg, 
on the condition of the flax crop in European Russia. This 
report is dated 1/13 August 1896, when it was stated that 
the condition of the crop was reported generally to be fully 
satisfactory, although in those parts of the country in which flax 
was dew-rotted some portions were shorter in fibre than usual. 
On the other hand, there was no growth of rank weeds in the 
crop, thanks to which an abundant yield of fibre 1s to be 
expected. 

‘The best crops have been yielded on the borders of the 
province of Livonia, ic., on the south-western portion of the 
province. Less satisfactory are the yields in the eastern part of 
the Pskov province. 

The area of cultivation of flax in that province now extends 


over 60,277 acres, and the general yield is expected to be only 
somewhat above that of last year. 

The yield of higher-class flax will, it is thought, be consider- 
ably greater, as will also be that of the medium qualities. 

The general yield is expected to exceed that of last year. 


Want or INCREASED Dock AND Quay FACILITIES AT 
ANTWERP. 


A despatch, dated August 11 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. ©. F. Frederick Adams, Her Majesty's 


Chargé d’Affaires at Brussels, enclosing a communication of. 
Mr. De Courcy Perry, Her Majesty’s Consul General at Antwerp, 
containing copy of « petition addressed to the Municipal Authorities 
of that town by one of the leading firms of shipbrokers on the 
subject of the want of increased dock and quay tacilities at that 
rt. 
PotThe petitioners state that a steamer was recently kept six days 
before she could discharge her cargo, and that such a fact, in 
addition to the heavy dues, are acting to the detriment of 
Antwerp trade, and in greater favour of that of Rotterdam, where 


vessels are not subjected to such vexatious and costly delays. 
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Tae EntARGEMENT oF Harpour. 


A communication, dated 4th August last, has been received 
from Mr. Lucien J. Jerome, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at 
Nice, reporting that it is stated that tenders will be issued towards 
the end of the present year for the works connected with the 
enlargement of the interior o: the port of Nice. The sum which 
will be spent on these works will be from nine hundred thousand to 
one million francs or more. They will be under the supervision 
of the Nice Chamber of Commerce and the “ Administration des 
Ponts et Chaussées.” The money will be subscribed for by the 
town of Nice, the Department of the Alpes Maritimes, and the State. 
The town will contribute about 6,000/. for its share. 

The works will consist of the removal of 12 metres of the quay, 
the rasing to the ground of a large warehouse, the deepening 
of the harbour along the new quay thus made, as in other 
places, sc as to enable ships drawing 20 ft. to come along- 
side, the removal of two small moles, and the extension of the 
Quay des Charbons. 

The careening dock (cale des carénage) is to be turned into a 
quay, the old sea wall built on the pier, of some 30 ft. in height 
and 10 in. in breadth of solid masonry, will be knocked down 
as useless, and the pier is to be widened. 

It is stated that cranes capable of lifting a cubic metre of coal 
will be placed in position. 

The Consul states that the mere notification that tenders will 
be asked for such a contract would be of but little use unless 
accompanied by such data as to the cost of labour, materials and 
other matters pertaining thereto as would enable the intending 
contractor to successfully compete with men fully cognizant of the 
local conditions, and he submits the following statements as to 
price of labour and cost of building materials at Nice. 


Price of Labour at Nice. 


Building Trades, 


The day (working day) is of 10 hours. 

Common labour, navvy, from 3 francs to 3°50 per day. 

Cement layers from 40 to 70 centimes per hour. 

Carpenters from 60 to 80 centimes per hour. 

Plumbers from 4 franes to 10 francs per day. 

Masons. (N.B. from 3rd May to 14th September, length of 
day, 6 am. to 8 a.m., 8.30 a.m. to noon, 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., paid by 
the hour.) 

Foremen from 60 to 70 centimes per hour. 
Master mason from 50 to 60 centimes per hour. 
Head masons from 45 centimes per hour. 
Masons from 40 centimes per hour. 

Hod men from 30 to 35 ventimes per hour. 

Boys from 25 centimes per hour. 

Stone-cutters from 70 to 80 centimes per hour. 
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Blacksmiths, foremen, 7 francs per day. 

Liacksmiths, workmen, from 5 to 6 francs per day. 

Blacksmiths, apprentices, 4°50 francs per day. 

Navvies employed in cutting trenches are paid by the cubic 
metre. In soft soils from 50 centimes to 1 franc 10 centimes per 
cubic metre, and in hard stony soils and rocks from 2 francs 80 
centimes to 3 francs 80 centimes per cubic metre. 


Carting. 
One horse cart or tumbrel with a load of one cubic yard with 


driver, 8 francs per diem. 

Two horse cart or tumbrel, with a load of one cubic metre, 
13 francs per diem. 

Three horse cart or tumbrel, load of 14 cubic metres, 18 francs 
per diem. 

These are the customary prices; reductions would probably be 
obtainable for contract work. 


Prices of Building Materials, 


La Turtie stone (a hard lime stone of which, for instance, the 
pier at Mentone is built) cut in square blocks, per cubic metre, 
70 francs. 

“ Fierre de Cassis ” per cubic metre, 90 frances. 

Hard uncut building stones per 1,000 kilos. 3 frances. 

Lime slacked per cubic metre, 20 frances. 

Lime unslacked per 1,000 kilos. 18 frances. , 

Cement. The cement of Contes-les-Pius, a kind of Portland, 
per 1,000 kilos, 25 francs. 

Gravel per cubic metre, 4 francs. 

Sand, river, per cubic metre, 5 franes. 

Sand, sea, per cubic metre, 6 francs. 

Small Décanville dumping trolleys and lines, &. used by the 
contractors in building the Sud France Railway from Nice to 
Grasse are to be had second-hand. 


Port Works at CANNES. 


A communication, dated 28th August last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Acting-Consul at Nice, 
enclosing copy of an extract from a local daily paper (1 Eclaireur 
de Nice), giving an account of the proceedings of the Nice Cham- 
ber of Commerce relative to the works to be carried out in the 
port of Cannes. 

These works will include the construction of a jetty and 
various offices. 
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ContTRACT FOR Works aT Sr. NAZAIRE. 


A report, dated August 22nd, last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. R. S. Warburton, Her Majesty’s Consul 


at La Rochelle, stating that Messrs. Nonteau & Co., of St. Nazaire, 


have obtained a contract in connexion with some new works 
which are being commenced for the improvement of the port at 
that place. 

That portion of the works for which they have contracted 
consists in the inclosing of a space from which the sea can be 
pumped out, leaving the bottom dry for the purpose of excavating, 
and the amount of the contract is 130,000/. 


CoMPETITION WITH BritisH TRADE 1N ROUMANIA. 


According to a report to the Foreign Office on the productions,. 
trade and manufactures of Roumania by Mr. Hamilton Browne, 
Second Secretary in Her Majesty’s Legation at Bucharest, the 
competition between British and German manufacturers of 
engines and threshers is becoming more acute year by year, as 
the Germans seem to have little difficulty in providing a cheap 
article, and one which does its work very well. Fortunately, 
the reputation which the British makers have in the country for 
good workmanship is sustained, but business is greatly influenced 
by cheap prices and facilities of payment. There is consequently 
a probability that in the long run the continental makers may 
acquire a very substantial part of the trade, to the detriment of 
the British manufacturers. In harvesting machinery the American 
makers hold the market, and as they seem to have deter- 
mined to conform to the requirements and usages of Roumania 
in every sense of the word, it is probable that they will succeed 
in enlarging their trade. The Americans, also, are gradually but 
surely getting the trade in binder twine, large quantities of which 
are sold on the Roumanian market. 

Apart from geographical considerations, the chief reasons for 
the steady progress of Austrian and German imports to Roumania 
lie in the fact, generally speaking, of the facilities given in the 
matter of payment, and in the fact that the German language 
more largely obtains in Roumanian commercial circles than 
English, the measures, weights, and money being invariably ex- 
pressed by the Austrian and German importers according to the 
Roumanian standards. The German commercial traveller, more- 
over, takes infinite pains to inform himself of the exact needs of 
the various districts and localities, and to meet the exigencies of 
his customers in all respects, the material offered being in nearly 
every case of a cheaper quality than that of his English com- 
petitor—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1,773.) 
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Hints to British Trapers 1n RouMANIA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office Mr. Churchward, British 
Vice-Consul at Braila, states that it might be advantageous to 
again repeat the advice often given to those desirous of opening 
up business relations in similar places, viz., as to the desirability of 
sending out their own agents to establish at least their first 
connections, and also of the absolute necessity for such men being 
capable of transacting their business in either German or French, 
the former for choice. 

It is very probable, judging from the fact that, in shopping, 
goods most palpably fraudulently marked “English,” are con- 
tinually put forward and pressed upon the would-be customer. 
as superior to other makes, that if British manufacturers were to 
cause their wares to be properly presented to the Braila buyers, 
a demand for genuine British goods might be created, and the 
inferior stuffs passing as such supplanted. 

They must, however, be prepared to grant easier terms than the 
usual English ones, and to quote their prices delivered to purchaser 
as the Gerrans and others do, whose travellers are omnipresent, 
and owe no smail portion of their success to the facile manner 
with which they will adapt the forms, colours, makes, details, &c., 
of goods to the fads, whims, or fancies of their customers and 
their clients. In short, traditional British rigidity must be 
largely relaxed all round to secure a good position in the great 
and somewhat mean competition that is always going on. 
With regard to circulars in English, they are of little or no use, 
however attractively they may be got up. Indeed, in other 
languages, as some appear, they afford but small assistance to the 
would-be buyer, from the weights, measurements, and prices being 
expressed in English terms, which he will not take the trouble to 
convert while he has a similar document couched in terms that 
come natural to him, and perhaps, indeed, most probably a man 
to assist him more fully to make sure of the sort of article and 
treatment that he wants. The expert traveller on the spot, armed 
with proper circulars, would at least secure notoriety for his goods, 
which, in Braila at any rate, is not to be obtained by sending 
circulars to the Consular office, at which no one ever takes the 
trouble to make inquiries; indeed, in an experience of nearly 
seven years, only one application for a view of the circulars is on 
record. 

It is not to be expected that a purchaser in search of stock 
would take the trouble to go to the Consular office of a nationality 
enjoying a reputation generally for giving less indulgent terms 
than those allowed by men of other nationalities who speak the 
business language, and will wait upon him at his own shop. 
Besides that, these latter being experts, will afford him any in- 
formation of detaii that he might want, whereas the former could 
but refer him for all such to the circular dealing with the matter 
in question.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1,775.) 
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DecrREasE IN British TRADE with TURKEY. 


A despatch, dated 3rd August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Hon. Michael H. Herbert, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople, enclosing an extract 
from the “ Levant Herald” of July 23rd last, on the subject of 
the foreign trade of Turkey. 

The article states that Customs Returns in Turkey are not 
accessible until long after the period which they cover has 
expired; consequently it is impossible to measure accurately the 
extent of the shrinkage which has lately taken place in foreign 
trade, more especially in imports. But from figures obtained at 


-sources which are trustworthy as far as they go, it would appear 


that. British trade has flagged more than that of any other 
country, imports from London having fallen off about 65 per 
cert., and from Liverpool about 50 per cent. The decrease in 
the imports from the United Kingdom is shown by the manifests 
of the steamship companies, some of which shew a diminution of 
75 per cent. on their average business, while others have been 
less severely affected and have maintained a level only 25 per 
cent, below the average. Next to that of Great Britain, the trade 
of Belgium shows the most considerable diminution, estimated, 
as it is, at about 60 percent. The trade of other countries 
has been less disturbed ; French imports have only fallen off 10 to 
15 per cent.; and Austrian 30 per cent., while Dutch trade, of 
which the proportions are relatively insignificant, shows no change 
at all. Several steamship companies have reduced the number of 
their steamers on the Constantinople line. 


CoNTRACT BETWEEN THE PanamA AND PactFic 
Mar Companirs. 


A communication has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. C. Mallet, Her Majesty’s Consul at Panama, reporting that 
the Panamé Railroad and Pacific Mail Companies have arranged 
their long pending dispute concerning the claim of the former 
company to the right to establish opposition steamer lines between 
New York and Colon, and Panama and San Francisco. 

On the 16th of December last, the two Companies signed an 
agreement in New York, of which the following is a brief extract :— 

Each party to the contract has agreed to release the other from 
all claims, demands, losses, damages, and causes of action (not 
heretofore reduced to judgment) arising prior to the date of the 
agreement. 

The railroad conceded to the steamship company (so far as its 
charter and contract with the Colombian Government permit) the 
exclusive privilege of through billing at all the ports on the Pacific 
Ocean north of Panama during the life of the contract, in connec- 
tion with all the Atlantic connecting steamship lines of the 
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railroad; and the railroad agrees (as far as it consistently can 
with its own safety and protection and its duties as a common 
carrier) to co-operate with the Pacific Mail Company in making 
such rates and in generally taking such measures as will afford 
its protection against interference or competition by other 
steamship lines with the traffic north of Panama. 

The Pacific Mail Company undertakes to maintain a through 
line of steamers, making three trips a month each way, between 
Panama and San Francisco, and such intermediate ports at which 
they now call, as well as any other intermediate ports whose 
traffic shall develop sufficiently to warrant making them ports of 
call; while the railroad has to maintain the service between New 
York and Colon with not less than three steamers a month each 
way. 

The gross earnings on all freight business including specie or 
treasure between New York and San Francisco, by this route, is 
to be divided as follows :— 

Fiity-five per cent. goes to the railroad company for the service 
at and between New York and Panama, and 45 per cent. belongs 
to the Pacific Company between Panama and San Francisco. 

The earnings from passengers are to be divided equally between 
the two companies. 

On the receipts of the joint traffic between New York and the 
Pacific ports of central America and Mexico and vice versa, the 
Pacific Mail Company receives 40 per cent. of the through rates 
of freight, and 50 per cent. of the passenger fares. 

From the service between Panama and New York 60 per cent. 
of the through rates on freight, and 50 per cent. of the passenger 
fares, belong to the railroad company. 

All the lighterage of the Pacific Mail Company at Panama is 
to be done by the railroad company, this service to be paid for as 
follows :— 

One dollar gold for each ton of freight coming from New York 
and going to San Francisco, or vice versa, by the Panama route, 
whether originating at or destined for New York or San Francisco, 
or other points. 

One dollar and twenty-five cents. gold per ton for all other 
freight or mail matter. 

One-fortieth of one per cent. for all specie or treasure. 

One dollar gold for each passenger. 

Coal and supplies exclusively for the steamers of the Pacific 
Mail Company are to be transported frem Colon to Panama at 
three dollars per ton, and the same is to be lightered at Panama 
at one dollar per ton additional. The quantity to be thus 
transported must not exceed 25,000 tons in one year. 

‘The agreement is binding for three years, and a further period 
of two years if the Pacific Company give a written notice to the 
Railroad Company to that effect, at least 90 days before the 
expiration of the first three years. 

Provision is also made in the contract, so that when the railroad 
-at Panama is extended or located as to reach deep water, thereby 
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rendering lighterage no longer necessary and the Railroad Com- 
pany shall determine to provide elevators and other plant necessary 
for the handling and transportation of grain across the Isthmus in 
bulk, the Pacific Mail Company is to be invited to join in the 
forming of a transportation route for such grain between San 
Francisco and other North Pacific ports and Europe. 

This idea of controlling the graia traffic between the Northern 
Pacific States and Europe has for a long time past engaged the - 
serious attention of the Railroad Company, and work is now in 
progress to carry out the scheme. 

One dredge belonging to the canal company is engaged dredg- 
ing a channel from the shore into deep water, on the proposed 
canal route, and once this work is completed wharves are to be 
constructed for the use of large vessels, and the Pacific terminus 
of the railway will be transferred to that point. 


Tue STATE OF VERA Cruz Harpour. 


A communication, dated 12th August last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. A. Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Vera Cruz, reporting that, in consequence of the advance of 
the harbour works of Vera Cruz, it will not be long before the 
quay wall, which is to form the new foreshore of the harbour, 
will completely cut off the railway piers, which alone have 
facilities for the discharge of such cargoes as coal and heavy 
machinery, and that unless necessary measures are promptly taken 
to insure proper means for the discharge of these cargoes much 
inconvenience and loss will accrue. 

Apparently no such measures are being taken, either by the 
authorities or the railway companies, and it is suggested that 
British shipowners and shippers to Vera Cruz be warned of the 
difficulties in prospect, in order that they may take measures for 
the protection of their interests, and at the same time, by afford- 
ing more Jiberal terms in charter-parties for discharging cargoes, 
avoid questions of demurrage. 

Charter-parties should invariably contain an arbitration clause 
for the settlement of questions of demurrage in England, and 
many difficulties continue to arise through the emission of such a 
clause. 


+ CommerciAL CoMMISSION FROM THE UNITED STATES TO 
ARGENTINA AND URUGUAY. 


A despatch, dated 1st August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Montevideo, stating that an American Commercial Commission 
has arrived in Montevideo on its way to Buenos Ayres. 

The names of the gentlemen composing the Commission, as 
taken from the “ Montevideo Times,” are Mr. Frederick Stearns, 
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Mr. J. M. Studebaker, Mr. J. R. Kilbourne, Mr. T. Stewart 
Wood, Mr. F. L. Wagar, Mr. Samuel E. Bacon, Mr. John A. 
Johnson, Mr. Henry R. Gilbert, Mr. W. T. Adams, and Mr. 
William Harper, and the manager of the tour is Mr. G. W. 
Fishback, late secretary, United States Legation. 

After visiting the Argentine Republic, the Commission will 
return to Montevideo, and will make a tour in Uruguay, with the 
object of discovering what opening there is in the Republic for the 
products of the United States. 

The Commission was met by Mr. Buchanan, the United States 
Minister in Buenos Ayres, and it would appear that a thoroughly 
official character is being given to it. 


THE Coneo Raitway. 


A despatch, dated August 9 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. (. Frederick Adam, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Bruszels, with reference to the progress 
of the works of the Congo Railway, in which it is said that the 
length of roadway constructed from June 1st 1895 to June 1st 
1896, is stated at 90 kilometres as compared with 42 kilometres 
during the previous 13 months, and 32 kilometres from May 
lst 1893 to May Ist 1894. 

This remarkable increase in the work effected is due mainly 
to the introduction of a system of premiums for piece- work, as 
well as to improvements in the methods of conducting their 
work, 

At the present rate of construction it is hoped that the line 
may reach Stanley Pool before the end of 1898. 


CoMMERCIAL CrIsIs IN ANGOLA. 


A communication, dated July 29 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. C. Pickersgill, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at St. Paul de Loanda, stating that the. reports of an imminent 
commercial crisis in Angola appear to be well founded. A con- 
tinuous depreciation of the value of coffee (the chief export) very 
soon wiped out the profits made on wax, india-rubber, &c., and 
business is in a very bad state indeed, without any prospect of 
revival. Coffee remains at less than 4d. a pound even when 
the rate of exchange is allowed for, whereas a little over 12 
months ago it was selling at 64d.; and the total value of the 
Loanda imports for the first four months of the year was only 
140,5961, against 240,441/. during the same period in 1894. 
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Tue “Tussan” INpustTRY. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. A. Hosie, Her Majesty’s 
Acting-Consul at Newchwang, states that the raw wild silk exported 
from Newchwang is known as “Tussah”; it is the produce of 
“ Antheraea Pernyi,” which is fed on the leaves of the oak called 
“ Quercus serrata.” An expert in silk, who recently returned 
from a visit to the silk districts in Southern Manchuria, informed 
the Acting-Consul that the conditions for the culture of' the silk- 
worm and the resulting industry are simply perfect there, and 
he looks forward to a great development of the industry in this 
province. A supply of silkworm eggs for experimental purposes 
is required, for the Government of Cyprus, and investigation 
shows that the eggs of the “Antheraea” moths cannot be sent 
home for cultivation, as the worms naturally hatch in about 
20 days, while the moths of the winter cocoons do not emerge 
(unless exposed to warm temperatures) before seven or cight montis. 
‘The reverse takes place in the case of the Bombyse mori, the 
mulberry silkworm. Live cocoons, not eggs, will therefore have 
to be sent to Cyprus, by way of Yokohama, Vancouver, and 
London in November in well-aired boxes, as shipment via 
Singapore, even in the ice-houses of mail steamers, is very risky. 
——(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1,780.) 


TrapE Monopo.Lies aT CANTON. 


Her Majesty’s Acting-Consul at Canton states that the whole 
import trade is in the hands of Chinese, and the staple articles 
are managed by syndicates which contract with the provincial 
government for the payment of likin on every parcel brought to 
Canton. Such a state of things is naturally fatal to genuine 
trade. The moncpolists arrange prices nd supplies, and, having 
to pay for their privilege, eagerly assist the native authorities in 
detying the treaty provisions as to transit passes. As a conse- 
quence everything is taxed as soon as it leaves the Imperial 
Maritiine Customs examination shed, off which a likin boat is 
permanently stationed, and the tariff duty by no means represents 
the levy ot goods entering Canton. ‘The syndicates have agents 
and spies at Hong-Kong who note each sale of goods and forward 
particulars to their masters in Canton. Under these circumstances 
development of trade is impossible and the opening of new ports 
within the viceroy’s jurisdiction would until the existing system 
is overthrown, be futile. Nor is farming confined to foreign 
goods. Any article worth interfering with, e.g., bristles and 
feathers, is farmed out without regard to the wishes or interests of 
the men engaged in the trade ; and an impudent transfer of the 
likin collection on salt fish from a dealer to an outsider has 
nearly caused more than one riot and led to a suspension of a 
trade most important to the mass of the people.-—(Foreign Office 


Annual Series, No. 1,778.) 
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Tue Strate or Canton Harbour. 


According to a report of Mr. E. H. Fraser, Her Majesty’s 
Acting-Consul at Canton, the overcrowded state of the harbour 
has lately become a serious question, with which, unhappily, the 
Chinese authorities seem to be unable, or unwilling, to deal. The 
neighbourhood of the river-steamer wharves below Shamien is 
thronged with stern-wheel passage boats werked by man-power, 
which ply in ever-increasing numbers to all places of mark in the 
Delta. These boats naturally insist on lying alongside the bank 
so as to save their thrifty passengers boat-hire. A short distance 
below the wharves are the “ flower-boats,” which, with an atten- 
dant crowd of bulky pleasure craft, monopolise valuable space. 
Unless these pleasure haunts are moved serious collisions between 
passage boats and river steamers must occur sooner or later, as the 
latter have to approach and leave their berths in a narrow river 
with a strong tide. Owing to the insufficiency of space elsewhere 
many stern-wheel boats have taken te lying off the mouths of the 
canal that separates Shamien from the suburbs, and they are 
gradually encroaching on the south front of the settlements. 

Steam launches have for many years been licensed by the 
Imperial Maritime Customs to run within harbour limits, and the 
desire for rapid communication led to their often overstepping 
these limits. The Chinese authorities, finding it impossible to 
stop such irregularities, have now licensed a large number of 
Chinese-owned launches under certain restrictions to tow passage 
boats to places on the inland waters of this province, and even as 
far as Wu-chou in Kuangsi, The carriage of foreigners or their 
merchandise is, however, strictly prohibited, presumably lest they 
should refuse to submit to examination at the likin barriers. 
This step should prove a great boon to local trade, even though 
the direct benefit is withheld from foreign merchants.—( Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No. 1,778.) 


REGULATIONS AT JAPANESE NAVAL Ports. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir 
Ernest Satow, Her Majesty’s Minister at Tokio, enclosing copy 
of regulations in force at the Japanese naval! ports of Yokosuka, 
Kure, and Sasebo. 


VALUE OF PLANTATIONS IN SAMOA. 


A report, dated June 24 last, has been received ot the Foreign 
Office from Mr. J. B. Cusack-Smith, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Samoa, upon the value of Jand in the Navigators’ Islands, with 
information as to the value of cocoa-nut plantations, their average 


yield, and the cost of making copra. 
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The report states that the British cocoa-nut plantation at 
Faleula, which is about five miles from Apia, with easy access by 
land or water, consists of about 65 acres, of which over 50 acres 
are well planted with cocva-nut trees in full bearing. There are, 
in addition, about 286 acres not planted with cocoa-nuts, and 
the whole 351 acres has been valued at 610/., which it would 
probably not realise if a sale was forced in the present depressed 
financial condition of Samoa. 

It must be borne in mind that unless there is water upon a 
plantation its value will be very greatly reduced, since cattle 
cannot in that event be bred and reared upon the grass under the 
cocoa-nut trees. 

The British plantation at Lata, on the Island of Savaii, has 
about 225 acres of covoa-nut trees in bearing, and it is stated that 
in 1894 this plantation produced about 125,000 lbs. of copra, or 
about a quarter of a ton per acre. In 1895 a little less than 
100,000 lbs. of copra was produced from this plantation, but the 
yield of copra in that year throughout Samoa was below the average. 

It is stated that the best yield of copra has been 1,000 Ibs. per 
acre, and the worst yield 500 lbs. 

The following are the prices at which, after considering the 
opinions of appraisers, the various kinds of lands were finally 
fixed :— 

1. An acre of good cocoa-nut land in full bearing, located near 
the town of Apia, and easily accessible, 12/. 

2. An acre of good fiat bush land on the Island of Upolu, less 
than 1} miles inland, whence loaded boats can reach Apia in four 
or five hours, 1/. 4s. 

3. Ditto, more than 1} miles inland, in good localities, 16s. 

4. An acre of good bush land on the Island of Savaii, close to 
the sea-beach, and easily accessible, 10s. 

5. Ditto, more than 14 miles inland, 4s. to 6s., according to 
locality. 
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XVI—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SubnzZ CANAL. 


According to the “Canal de Suez” bulletin for the 22nd of 
August last, the number of ships passing through the Canal in 
April 1896 was 304 of a gross tonnage of 1,048,847 tons, 293 of 
which showed a tonnage of 1,083,771 tons. 

Of these, 211 were English (765,767 tons), 27 German (90,696 
tons), 15 French (60,898 tons), 17 Dutch (43,323 tons), 10 
Italian (23,573 tons), 8 Austro-Hungarian (20,780 tons), 
3 Russian (12,829 tous), 3 Spanish (12,423 tons), 6 Norwegian 
(12,293 tons), 3 Turkish (4,484 tons), and 1 Egyptian (1,781 
tons). 

The number of ships passing through the canal in May 1896 
was 340, of a gross tonnage of 1,166,874 tons, 322 of which 
showed a tonnage of 1,146,324 tons. 

Of these 340 vessels, 213 were English (785,724 tons), 31 
German (99,697 tons), 18 French (72,982 tons), 26 Italian 
(66,326 tons), 17 Dutch (44,230 tons), 10 Austro-Hungarian 
(25,114 tons), 5 Spanish (21,830 tons), 4 Russian (15,425 tons), 
9 Ottoman (15,207 tons), 3 Norwegian (8,390 tons), 2 Japanese 
(7,555 tons), and 2 Portuguese (4,305 tons). 


Tae Becrast LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” with regard to yarns, 
quietness has prevailed throughout the market since the last 
review, and even the prospect of greatly enhanced cost of produc- 
tion does not seem to affect buyers, in the absence of more 
demand for goods. 

Trade with the Continent has been of a rather nap pan 
character, even taking the quiet season into account, and orders 
coming forward are below those booked this time last year. A 
trifling improvement has appeared during the past few days, 
whilst inquiries have also been a shade more numerous. The 
value of the exports to Germany for July show a falling off of 
upwards of 18 per cent. compared with same month last year, but 
in the case of France there has been a slight improvement 
atnounting to 7°16 per cent. 

Business with the United States, though still of a dragging 
nature, has shown some improvement on previous month, and 
fresh orders for several lines, particularly union fabrics, have been 
received to a larger amount. The falling off, however, compared 
with last year is still considerable, amounting for July to 21°2 per 
cent. 
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With Australia and Canada business has quieted down some- 
what, values showing a decrease of 12 per cent. and 7°6 per cent. 
respectively compared with July last year. On the other hand, 
Brazil shows an improvement in values of 6°3 per cent., the 
Argentine 96 per cent., and the small group embraced under 
“ other countries” an increase of 8°9 per cent. 

For the seven months ended 3lst July the exports of linen 
piece goods from the United Kingdom showed a decrease in 
quantity of 12°7, and in values of 3:9 compared with similar 
period of last year. 


PRODUCTION OF SUGAR IN THE WoRLD. 


The “ Bulletin de la Chambre de Commerce de Barcelona ” 
states that the amount of sugar produced in 1895-96 amounted 
to 2,837,000 tons as against 3,486,500 tons produced during the 
season 1894-95, or a decrease of 649,500 tons. The following 
statement shows the countries of production and the amount 
supplied by each in 1894-95 and 1895-96. 


Country. 1894-95. 1895-96. 
| Tons. Tons. 

Cuba - 1,000,000 800,000 
Porto Rico - - - - 52,500 55,000 
Trinidad a - - - - 52,000 50,000 
Barbados - - - - 37,000 57,000 
Jamaica - - - - - 30,000 32,000 
Lesser Antilles - - - | 27,000 30,000 
Martinique - - - - 30,000 38,000 
Guadeloupe - - - - 40,000 45,000 
British Guiana - 100,000 105,000 
Réunion - 38,000 40,000 
Mauritius - - | 115,000 130,000 
Java - - - ~4 500,000 340,000 
Brazil - 275,000 225,000 
Philippines - - - 200,000 230,000 
United States - ~ - - 340,000 260,000 
Peru - - 70,000 70,000 
t - - | 85,000 90,000 
Secdwich Islands - - 140,000 170,000 
Mexico - - - - - | 10,000 10,000 
Central America - 5,000 5,000 
Argentina - - - - | 110,000 120,000 
Australia - - - - 150,000 160,000 
Spain - - - - 20,000 20,00¢ 
Central Africa - - - 5,000 5,000 
British India - - - - 50,000 50,000 


Tue Export or Intuminatinc Om FRom Batoum. 


According to the “ Melbourne Journal of Commerce,” in 1895 
Russia shipped 292,424,000 gallons of illuminating oil to the 
following countries :— 

Austria-Hungary - - - 29,616,000 
Belgium - - - 10,827,000 
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Bulgaria and Servi - - 3,830,000 
China - - = 12,562,000 
Egypt - -  %,472,000 
United Kingdom - - 30,865,000 
France - - - - 15,896,000 
Germany - - - 4,836,000 
Holland - - - 4,601,000 
Italy - - - 6,147,000 
India é . - 45,822,000 
Japan - - - - 3,800,000 
Java - - = 15,056,000 
Turkey - - 19,671,000 
Far East - - 43,107,000 


The balance went in smaller lots to other countries, 28,000,000 
gallons going to Russian ports reached vid Batoum. The ship- 
ment of nearly 300,000,000 gallons of refined oil from the port ot 
Batoum in 1895 is of no slight importance when it is borne in 
mind that the United States exported in 1895 only 677,000,000 
gallons, or but little more than twice as much. 


INTERNATIONAL ExXaispiTioN OF MACHINERY AT MUNICH 
IN 1898. 


According to the “Bulletin Commercial” an international 
exhibition of motor machinery, &c., under the distinguished 
patronage of the Prince-Regent of Bavaria, will be open at 
Munich from the 11th June to the 10th October 1898. 


FrencH TRADE WITH SIBERIA: 


The “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce ” states that 
General Douchovskvi, Russian Governor in Eastern Siberia, has 
come to France to study the question of the opening up of trade 
between his provinces and France. With this end in view the 
General has held several conferences with the President of the 
Marseilles Chamber of Commerce. 


Tue MINERAL ResouRCES OF MapaGAscark, 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) states 
that since the French protectorate has developed into an actual 
annexation of Madagascar, with the avowed determination to hold 
it in perpetuity, the eyes of enterprising prospectors and mining 
men have been turned longingly toward this land of unknown and 
indefinite possibilities. Certainly there is plenty of room there 
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for the finding of a good many things. Madagascar is not an 
ordinary, everyday sort of island, but is entitled to rank as a 
young continent, on its showing of 1,000 miles of length, extreme 
breadth of 350 and average breadth of 240 miles, with an area 
of about 240,000 square miles. This vast extent of territory has 
been explored only in the most superficial and imperfect manner, 
and by adventurous travellers, or traders, or military men and 
officials, but not by people keeping a look-out for “ float” and 
* indications,” and still less by any systematic surveys. The very 
fact of its being so little known would be an alluring attraction 
to prospectors, who always want a clear field. 

Still it has long been known that Madagascar contains deposits 
of copper, iron and manganese ores, graphite, rock salt (already 
an important article of local commerce), nitre, pyrites fer making 
sulphuric acid, and some minor minerals. Coal-beds of excellent 
quality have been reported. ‘Perhaps most important of all are 
the gold placers, which, according to recent cable advices, exist 
in many localities. The granitic structure of the mountains 
and the large bodies of quartz naturally point toward the 
probability of gold occurrences ; but the reports indicate that the 
primary veins which must have fed the placers have not been 
discovered, and as to the size and richness of the placers them- 
selves we have no definite information. 

Everything tends to show that Madagascar is an exceptionally 
good field for prospecting, so far as the natural conditions are 
concerned. The climate of the interior plateau is good, and in 
the mountains (9,000 to 10,000 feet) even cool, though on the 
coast it is hot. There is plenty of timber and water, but 
transportation is thus far in a primitive stage. 


Tue Forrien Trape oF Cocnin Carna in 1895. 


The following particulars as to the foreign trade of Cochin China 
in 1895 are taken from the “ Bulletin de Statistique et de Legis- 
lation Comparée ” for August 1896. 

The imports from France into the Colony in the year 1895 
were valued at 17,415,868 francs (696,635/.), and the exports 
from the Colony to the mother country at 11,621,479 frs. 
(464,859/.). During the same period the Colony imported from 
other French Colonies and French fisheries merchandise to the 
value of 5,380,563 frs. (215,223/.), and exported to similar 
destinations goods valued at 2,695,536 frs. (107,821/.); while the 
value of the import trade into Cochin China from countries 
foreign to France was 40,916,597 frs. (1,636,6642), and of the 
export trade to the same places 73,388,180 frs. (2,935,527/.). 
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Tuer Spanish INDUSTRY. 


According to the report of the French Chamber of Commerce 
at Valencia, the Belgian Consul at Madrid estimates the annual 
production of raw and prepared cork in Spain at 270,000 
quintaux métriques of a value of about 10 millions of pesetas. 

The chief centre of production is the province of Gerona, where 
manufactories of bottle corks are established at San Felix de 
Guixols, Palafrugell, Cassa de la Selva, Llagostera, Palamos, 
Santa Coloma de Farnles, Tossa, and Agullana; in all about 734 
establishments employing 10,000 workmen. 

In the province of Cadiz there is a factory which gives work to 
more than 2,000 persons, and in the whole of Spain there are 145 
manufactories of corks employing about 20,000 persons. The 

rincipal countries which import Spanish cork are :—France, 
Germany, England, and the United States ; the trade of Portugal 
is essentially a transit one. 

In 1894 the export of cork in slabs amounted to 2,760,408 
kilogs., valued at 1,324,996 pesetas, and the number of bottle 
corks exported in the same period was 1,381,369,000. 

Buyers should ask for samples before treating with the Spanish 
merchants, The value of cork is most variable, whether it comes. 
from Catalonia, Estremadura, or Andalusia. Some producers 
submit the cork to a very careful and rather com Hionted repara- 
tion ; it is then divided into two classes, the thick and the thin, 
and the former again sub-divided into other two classes; it is 
then packed in regular, tightly bound bales, generally for export. 


purposes. 


RouMANIAN Law. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” publishes the articles of a new 
shipping law in Roumania, the translation of which is as 
follows :— 

Art. 1.—The service of maritime navigation will henceforth 
form a special department in the administration of the 
Roumanian railways. 

Art. 2.—This service will include :— 

(a.) The conveyance of passengers, mails, and goods 
between the Danubian ports (below Braila) and 
Roumanian and foreign sea-ports. 

(b.) The conveyance of passengers, mails and goods 
between Roumanian and foreign sea-ports. 

(c.) Orders for and superintendence of the construction 
of steamers abroad. 

Art. 3.—The direction of the navigation service will be 
entrusted to a head, residing at Bucharest, and 
depending directly on the general direction of the 
railways. 
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Art. 4,—All the rules relating to the administration of this 
service, all the powers of the general direction and 
administrative council, as well as the relations between 
these and the Minister of Public Works with regard to 
all that concerns this service, will be the same as those 
at present in force and which are laid down in the law 
on the working of the railways. 

Art, 5.—A regulation of Public Administration will determine 
the manner of recruiting and promotion of the staff of 
the navigation service, its rights and duties as well as 
all questions of detail in the organisation and working 
of this service. 

Art, 6.—For the purchase of steamers and other preliminary 
expenses an extraordinary credit of ten million, frances 
is granted to the Minister of Public Works. 

Art. 7—All rules laid down in the laws and regulations 


contrary to the present law are abrogated. 


Imports OF COAL INTO ROUMANIA. 


It is stated in the “Bulletin Commercial” that, until quite 
recently, England monopolised the import coal trade of Roumania, 
but that Germany has now entered into competition with her. 

The Direction General of the Roumanian railways has recentiy 
ordered, as an experiment, 30,000 tons of coal at a cost of 18 
francs per ton, delivered at Galatz. This coal, which comes down 
the Rhine, is loaded at Rotterdam. 

The first cargo has already arrived; the freight paid from 
Rotterdam to Galatz or Braila was 7s. 6d. per English ton. 

It is noticeable that the coal imports of Roumania increase each 
year. English coal arriving by the Sulina mouth of the Danube 
has increased from 62,086 tons imported in 1880 to 284,944 tons 


~ in 1895. 


The Belgian Consul estimates that, considering the cheap 
freights between Antwerp and the Danubian ports, Belgian coal 
should also benefit. 


RAILWAYS IN THE UNITED STATEs. 


According to the “Iron Age,” the report of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission for the year ended June 30, 1895, just 
issued, shows the total railway mileage in the United States on 
that date to have been 180,657 miles, an increase for the year of 
1,948 miles. During the year 14 roads were abandoned, 9 merged, 
$2 reorganised, and 28 consolidated. There appears from the 
report to have been a decreased efficiency in passenger service, 
and an increased efficiency in treight service during the year, and 
an increase in the number of the men employed by railways of 
5,426, as compared with the previous year. There was an 
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increase in the amount of railway capital during the year aggre- 

ting 188,729,312 dols. The gross earnings of the railways for 
the year ending June 30, 1895, were 1,075,371,462 dols, an 
increase of 2,009,665 dols. Passenger revenue was 252,246,180 
dols,, showing a decrease of 33,103,378 dols. Freight revenue 
increased 30,502,549 dols. The number of railway employees 
killed during the year was 1,811, and the number injured was 
25,696, a decrease of 12 killed and an increase of 2,274 injured, as 
compared with the previous year. The number of passengers 
killed was 170, and the number injured 2,375, showing a decrease 
of 154 in the number killed and 659 in those injured. 


Tae Fittep INDUSTRY. 


The “Pacific Coast Dairyman,” referring to the recently 
enacted filled cheese law (an account of which appeared on 
p- 192 of the August number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ”), 
states that it has practically killed that industry in Illinois. 


New RaiLtways IN VENEZUELA. 


The government of Venezuela has, according to the “ Railwa 
Age,” authorised the Gran Ferrocarril de Venezuela to establish 
one or more lines of steamers on the lake of Valencia and to 
‘construct railroads or tramway lines at La Cabrera and San Joa- 
quin, or Guacara, and other places which the company may find 
necessary for the transportation of cargo and passengers on the 
lake and from there to the line of the Gran Ferrocarril de 
Venezuela. The company may also construct a tramway line from 
the lake to Guigue. 


GERMAN ENERGY IN SOUTHERN BRAZIL. 


A correspondent of the “ Nouveau Monde” gives the following 
ate regarding German energy and interests in Southern 

razil. 

The German population in Parana in 1886 numbered about 
3,000 out of a total of about 200,000 inhabitants. 2,000 of these 
were at Curityba and the remainder in the interior. At present 
the number may be reckoned at 6,000 to 7,000 out of a population 
of 330,000 inhabitants. 

The import trade in 1895 under Hamburg flag was valued 
at 18,000 contos of reis. This figure may serve as a basis for 
calculating the commercial movement of Parana, as it represents 
almost the whole value of goods entering Parana, to which must 
be added customs charges and merchants’ profits. 

The port of Paranagua is visited four times a month by German 
steamers from Hamburg. 
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‘The Germans have only one important factory, viz., for the 
production of safety matches, which was established a short time 
back at Curityba. Two German newspapers, one daily, one 
weekly, are published in that town. 

In the town of Rio Grande there are about 200 Germans, which 
number has hardly varied during the last 8 or 10 years, as it is 
especially in the colonies around Pelotas and Porto Alegre that 
the Germans are found. The chief import and export trade of the 
state is almost entirely in German hands. With regard to the 
navigation, two companies, the “Hamburg Sudamerikanische 
Dampfschiffahrt Gesellschaft” and A. C. de Freitas and Co., have 
established regular services between Hamburg and Rio Grande, 
and they monopolise at present the greater part of the freight. 

Information from Pelotas states that German immigration has 
been, and continues to be, very great, especially in the north. In 
many colonies German only is spoken, and the Brazilian authorities 
themselves are obliged to have interpreters. Trade is entirely in 
German hands, and navigation is carried on under the German 


7. important companies, touching at Antwerp, Havre, in 
Spain and in Portugal are at the head of the shipping trade. 
There are no German banks or railways, but almost all industries 
are in the hands of Germans, and there are few manufactories 
which are worked without German capital or a German staff and 


German workers. 


ARGENTINE IMMIGRATION. 


According to the “‘ South American Journal,” Dr. Alsina, the 
chief of the Argentine Immigration Department, in his recently 
issued report, makes a general survey of the immigration move- 
ment since 1857 to 1895. The number of immigrants (exclusive 
of passengers) amounted to 2,139,467. The departures in the 
same interval form an aggregate of 666,203, thus leaving a balance 
in favour of the Argentine Republic of 1,473,274 immigrants, 
who have, the Buenos Ayres “Standard” says, “grown and 
multiplied amongst us, creating new wants, stimulating trade, and 
imparting a general impetus to the industry of the Republic.” Dr. 
Alsina gives a very interesting table showing the foreign elements. 
of the population of the city of Buenos Ayres, From this it 
appears that in Buenos Ayres there are 6,838 British subjects, 
181,393 Italians, 80,352 Spaniards, 33,185 French, 5,297 Germans, 
and 3,057 Austrians. The figures for the other foreign nation- 
alities are insignificant. In the Province of Santa Fé there are 
more foreigners than natives, the figures being :— 


Foreigners - - 7 - 345,493 
Natives - 318,361 


Drawing a distinction between spontaneous and subsidised im- 
migration, Dr, Alsina makes out the following table for 
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1888-89-90, when, as will be remembered, 6,000,000 dols. were 
said to have been expended by Juarez Celman in bringing out 
immigrants :— 


— Spontaneous. Subsidised. | Total. 
1888 - 118,103 12,108 | 130,271 
1889s - 118,496 100,248 218,744 
1890 - - 57,694 20,121 | 77,815 


After the revolution in 1890 and in the succeeding year affairs 
were bad, and a strong emigration from the Republic set in, and 
it is remarkable that the subsidised immigration numbered 
132,535, while the emigration in the two years mentioned formed 
an aggregate of 134,735. 

The number of immigrants in 1891—28,266—was the lowest 
in 18 years, In the following year the movement again began, 
and since then the figure has been steadily increasing, The 
immigration to-day varies from 90,000 to 100,000 per annum, and 
according as the demand for labour increases, the current will 
swell. r. Alsina speaks, of course, of the immigrant as a 
labourer without capital. The ideal immigrant, he points out, is 
the man of education and with capital, who lands in the Republic 
with the intention of purchasing a piece of the desert to form his 
home and his family. Such immigrants are rare, although there 
is, in the opinion of the “Standard,” unlimited room for them. 
The provinces could accommodate millions of them. So far the 
provinces, with the exception of Cordoba and Santa Fé, have done 
nothing to attract immigration, and even the National Govern- 
ment has done very little. The Santa Fé Government, in making 
railway contracts, always inserts a clause for the cheap ee of 
immigrants. Dr. Alsina dwells on the great attractions which the 
south offers immigrants, and deplores the want of settlers. The 
Pampa and the Rio Negro territories develop in proportion to the 
expansion of the Province of Buenos Ayres. The Neuquen will 
keep pace with the progress of Mendoza, as the Chaco and 


Formosa will with that of Santa Fé. 


PROHIBITION OF Export OF ASTRAKANS FROM PERsIA. 

The “Times of India” states that one of the first acts of the 
Shah of Persia has been to prohibit the export of lambskins, 
commonly known as Astrakans, from Persia from the 14th July 
last. This is considered a wise step, as the present condition of 
the country can ill afford the wholesale destruction of new-born 
lambs, although the interdict in question will cripple for a time a 
not unimportant channel of trade with Russia, On the other 


hand, should the intended protection be strictly carried out, the 
loss in the trade of Astrakans will soon be made up by larger 
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crops of wool, to say nothing of the consequent benefits which the 
nation will derive from the increased and cheaper supply of dairy 
commodities and meat. 


JAPANESE COMPETITION WITH CANADA. 


The “Monetary Times” of Toronto states that the British 
Columbia Board of Trade has wisely resolved that it is inadvisable 
for Canada to participate in the British treaty with Japan. The 
latter country takes, and will probably continue for some time to 
take, but a modest quota of natural products from Canada, but it 
would be able under conditions approaching free trade, to intro- 
duce a ruinously unequal competition with the Dominion’s manu- 
facturing interests. In cottons and otiier textiles, in boot, shoe, 
and umbrella making, in clothing, and in various other industries, the 
Japanese can produce goods 33 to 40 per cent. cheaper than can 
be done in Canada. This is in part a result of the cheap labour 
of Japan—made essentially cheaper by silver depreciation—in 
part a result of the general employment of the best European and 
American labour-saving machinery, the best patents for which are 
extensively copied in Japan, which has hitherto declined to 
introduce patent laws. Hosts of expert Japanese industrialists 
are stated, on the authority of British investigators and official 
records, to earn from 20 to 25 cents a day in their own land, and 
they now use the very best mechanical appliances. Their wages 
are, moreover, calculated on the basis of a dollar, worth in 
exchange 55 cents only. This currency, depreciated abroad, 
maintains nearly, if not quite, its original labour and general pur- 
chasing value in the great silver world of the Orient. Many in 
British Columbia are now continually ear the difficult 
problem of the Orient’s competition with the West, associated as 
such competition here is with the prospect of an early large 
migration eastward of Japanese cheap labour. It seems, however, 
possible, and even probable, that some of this immigration may 
ultimately be diverted to part of the very thinly peopled, 
naturally rich, but almost wholly undeveloped lands of Central 
and Southern America, where the Chinese and Japanese worker 
should prove more resourceful, and at least as civilised as the 
Indian and lower class of half-breed inhabitants, who now expend 
on reproductive labour but little of their time. Such an ultimate 
solution of the problem would be heartily welcomed by a large 
majority of British Columbians, Meanwhile, they mean to call 
loudly for further statutory restrictions of Mongol settlement. 


JAPANESE Martine Inpusrry. 

According to the “Japan Weekly Mail” deterioration of 
quality has very seriously affected the prosperity of the matting 
trade. Last month a Japanese matting merchant in Kobe wrote 
to a matting factory in Bitchu to the effect that, as an American 
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merchant who had igiven him an order for a consignment of 
mattings had now withdrawn the order, he (the writer) had no 
Pray to do the same with that factory. The fact was, he 
proceeded to explain, that owing to marked deterioration in 
quality, the credit of Japanese matting had been entirely lost in 
America, In New York alone more than half a million rolls were 
vainly waiting purchasers. The Japanese matting industry may 
be said to have entirely fallen to the ground; a result that has 
naturally thrown manufacturers and local middlemen alike into 
great consternation. Both have despatched men to Kobe to 
conduct inquiries into the actual state of affairs, Deterioration of 
quality seems to have reached its climax—we are quoting from 
the “ Shogyo”—for the matting now manufactured is said to be so 
bad that it cannot bear even a few months’ use. Thus its reputa- 
tion has been entirely lost among Americans, and quotations have 
fallen to about one-third of what they formerly were. Even at 
that low price purchasers cannot easily be found, and the result is 
that more than 70,000 rolls are now lying in Kobe. The Kobe 
matting merchants, at an extraordinary meeting early this month, 
resolved to establish an inspection office in Kobe, and not to buy 
any matting unless it had been inspected and approved at the 
Office. The deterioration is acknowledged by the manufacturers 
and middlemen themselves. They estimate that among 70,000 
to 80,000 rolls now lying in Kobe, at least 20,000 must be shoddy. 
Some extremists suggest that the most efficacious remedy would 
be to put all the shoddy matting into the fire in the presence of 
foreigners. Representatives of the Okayama manufacturers and 
of the Kobe merchants conferred together on the 14th instant as 
to the best step to be taken in the matter, both for immediate 
purposes and in the future interests of an industry that of late has 
assumed such importance as to vie even with tea in respect of the 
value of export. 


TELEPHONES IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that the Japanese Govern- 
ment, with the consent of the Diet, is to appropriate a sum of 
above 12,800,000 yen, spread over seven years, for the expansion 
of the telephone service. The work of construction is being now 
actively carried on at various important places, the present 
intention being to complete, by March 1898, the contemplated 
expansion of the service in so far as concerns Tokyo, Osaka, 
Yokohama, and Kobe, as well as the new constructive work in 
Nagoya, Nagasaki, Shimonoseki, and so forth, and to establish 
connection between Tokyo and Kobe. According to estimates 
for the current fiscal year, the number of new subscribers in the 
four cities of Tokyo, Yokohama, Osaka, and Kobe, under the 
expanded system, will be 13,333, and of those in Kyoto and 35 other 
places where the service is to be newly established, there will be 
6,800, Side by side with the erection of telephones in so many 
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places, the authorities will also effect various junctions between 
places already furnished with telephones, For instance, a con- 
nection between Tokyo and Kobe will be established via Osaka, 
Kyoto, Yokkaichi, Kuwana, and Nagoya. It is feared that this 
portion of the work may not be completed within the prescribed 
period. 


RAILWAYS IN JAPAN. 


According to the “Nippon Weekly Journal ” the first railway 
in Japan was constructed between Tokio and Yokohama, the 
distance being 18 miles only. In 1886 the whole length of the 
Japanese railways was about 422 miles, and at the end of 1895. 
it had attained to 2,243 miles, as shown in the following table :— 


1886 : - - 422 miles, 
1890 - 1362 , 
1891 - ‘ 


There are, besides, about 2,000 miles of railways which are 
now in course of construction and 2,000 miles also which are now 
in course of surveying, thus making a total of more than 6,000 
miles altogether. But considering the various circumstances 
relating to railway construction, such as the limited number of 
workmen, the difficulty of arranging materials, &., it may be 
estimated that only four or five hundred miles of railways per 
year can be constructed, and it will take nearly ten years to 
complete them all. 


Trea CULTURE IN ASSAM. 


A copy of the Annual Report of the Secretary to the Chief 
Commissioner in Assam on the subject of tea culture in that State 
for 1895 has recently been received at the Board of Trade from 
the India Office. 

As in previous years, in the statement appended to this Report,. 

are given for each subdivision separately, in addition to 
the totals for each district. 

Silchar continues to head the list in rd to the number of 
tea ens and the area under tea cultivation, and the Dibrugarh 
subdivision still shows the largest outturn. 

The total number of gardens at the close of 1895 was 812 
against 823 in 1894, showing a decrease of 11 gardens. 


| 
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During the year 15 gardens were newly opened, against 48 in 
the previous year, 17 were closed against seven in 1894, and nine 
gardens were amalgamated with other gardens against 10 in 
1894, 

Some improvement has taken place in the number of gardens 
furnishing statistics. Out of 812 gardens, statistics have been 
furnished in respect of 717 gardens, against 698 in the preceding 
year ; estimates had to be framed for 95 gardens, against 125 in 
1894. The Chief Commissioner's thanks are due to those 
managers and agents who have furnished the required informa- 
tion. 

The total increase of 7,218 acres under tea cultivation, as com- 
pared with 12,171 acres in 1894, is distributed among all districts, 
except Cachar and Darrang. In Cachar it is stated that new 
extensions have not kept pace with the areas of old tea aban- 
doned, and in Darrang the decrease is said to be more apparent 
than real, being due to greater accuracy in the figures for certain 
gardens for which estimates had to be framed in previous years. 
The total outturn of tea during the year was 99,524,574 lbs. as 
against 94,829,059 Ibs. in 1894, or an increase of 4,695,515 Ibs. 


CEYLON SHIPPING IN 1895. 


The “ Ceylon Observer ” states that the total number of vessels 
which entered at and cleared from ports in the island during 1895 
was 7,668, with a tonnage of 6,543,197, the number inwards 
being 5,842 and outwards 3,826. The arrivals at Colombo show 
an increase in steamers of 63, aggregating 167,454 tons, and a 
decrease in sailing vessels of 35; and the arrivals at Galle show 
a decrease of 13 vessels. The vessels which called at Colombo to 
coai were 387 and at Galle 142. The total collection of harbour 
dues at Colombo in 1895 amounted to Rs. 779,377°47, an increase 
over 1894 of Rs. 72,654°51. 


NortH German Lioyp AUSTRALIAN SERVICE. 


The * British Australasian ” states that according to the latest 
arrangements of the North German Lloyd Company, tne mail 
boats in the Australian line, which have hitherto been calling at 
Adelaide, Meibourne, and Sydney, will in future also touch at 
Albany, West Australia, on the outward voyages. 


DECLINE IN THE AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY IN 
New Sovrn Wa ss. 
The Melbourne “Journal of Commerce” says that if the crops 
generally in New South Wales suffered from stress of weather, 
the losses in this respect are dwarfed by those sustained by 
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the pastoralists from drought. Sheep, including lambs, which 
numbered in 1894 56,977,270, dwindled to 46,508,363, the 
decrease being nearly 10} millions, while the lambs marked 
decreased from 12,330,000 to 7,151,000. Cattle were also: 
affected, the figures for 1895 being 1,791,646, as against 
2,027,200 in 1894. The loss proportionately among dairy cattle 
was even greater. The output of butter made on farms also 
was only 12,670,000 Ibs., compared with 21,650,000 lbs. for the 
previous year—a decrease of nearly 50 per cent. 


SuGaR AND WINE IN New South WALEs. 


The “Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne) states that the 
total area under sugar-cane in New South Wales in 1895 was 
32,927 acres, but the yield of 207,771 tons of cane was 60,000 
tons less than the preceding year. The yield of wine last year 
was 200 gals. per acre, as against 164 gals. in the previous. 
12 months. 


TRADE oF SoutH AUSTRALIA IN 1895. 


By the courtesy of the Collector of Customs at Port Adelaide, 
the Board of Trade have received an advance copy of Part IV. 
of the Statistical Register of the colony for the year 1895. The 
total value of the imports into the colony for that year amounted 
to 5,585,6011, as compared with 6,226,690/. for 1894. The 
principal increases were apparel and slops 186,597/., as compared 
with 182,352/, in 1894, and sugar, molasses, and glucose 273,4241, 
(259,7792. in 1894). Decreases are found in the value of the 
imports of coal and coke, drapery, drugs, metals, and ores 
(1,256,6502 in 1895, as against 1,852,218/, in 1894), and bags 
and sacks. 

The total value of the exports of South Australian produce in 
1895 was 3,537,751, as compared with 3,347,464/. in 1894, but. 
the value of the exports of foreign and extra-colonial produce 
for 1895, which amounted to 3,639,2871, shows a decrease of 
135,023/. as compared with 1894. 
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XVIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF TEE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on September 2 last, Mr. J. Arthur 
Duncan presiding. 

A communication had been received from the Home Office 
stating that the special rules for the process of sorting wool, 
goat hair, or camel hair, and the processes incidental thereto, are 
not yet finally settled. 

A letter had been received from the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce forwarding a copy of correspondence with the Foreign 
Office respecting the instructions given to British Consuls in 
reference to commercial matters, The correspondence showed 
that a number of chambers of commerce had made representations 
to the Foreign Office recommending that British Consuls should 
in various ways do more to encourage trade between the countries 
and places to which they were appointed, and England. Amongst 
the recommendations of the Bradford Chamber were that Consuls, 
especially those resident in countries not frequently visited by 
British traders, should be requested to forward samples of all 
articles of important consumption composed wholly or partly of 
wool, the wholesale price at which the goods were sold, and a 
quantity of other specified information, together with an annnal 
return showing whether British trade in such goods with the 
country or place to which the Consul was accredited was gaining 
or losing, and the causes, as far as could be stated, of such loss or 
gain. e Leeds Chamber suggested the appointment of gentle- 
men with special commercial qualifications as travelling Consuls. 
The Batley Chamber of Commerce made somewhat similar 
recommendations to those of Bradford. The reply of the Foreign 
Office, after the consideration of these recommendations, was 
that—in connection with the question of Consuls travelling—the 
fact was too often altogether overlooked that a British consular 
officer at a seaport had perhaps three times as much shipping 
business to attend to as the consular representative of any other 
nation. 

The letter continued: “The work of the Jond fide commercial 
“ traveller must continue to appertain to the sphere of private 

commercial enterprise, and cannot either legitimately or with 
“ advantage be usurped by the State: and it is Lord Solisbury’s 
“ belief that in well-directed activity of jthis description, to which 
“ chambers of commerce no less than private firms and mercantile 
associations can in various degrees contribute. will be found one 
of the surest means of promoting British Commercial interests 
* in foreign parts.” With regard to the observations respecting 
the class of men who should be chosen for consular posts, the 
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Foreign Office observed that although it was the duty of consular 
officers to render all the assistance in their power to British 
trading interests abroad, and although their qualifications in that 
respect were duly considered at the time of their selection, it must 
not be forgotten that there were other functions which they were 
primarily appointed to carry out that had also to be borne in 
mind, and for which their suitability weighed. At the present 
time it was almost an invariable practice to examine a consular 
officer on first appointment in mercantile and commercial law, as 
well as in the language of the country in which—on satisfying the 
Civil Service Commissioners in those and other subjects—he 
would reside. On the question of samples, the Foreign Office 
states that the suggestions in this direction have already in many 
cases been carried out, but the attention of Her Majesty's consular 
officers, especially in the countries enumerated by the Batley 
Chamber, would be again called to the subject, and they would be 
instructed to carry out the wishes expressed by the Chambers of 
Bradford and Blackburn so far as circumstances permitted. 


Bristol_— The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
was held on August 26 last, Mr. Mark Whitwell, junior, 
presiding. 

The official programme of resolutions to be proposed at the 
forthcoming autumnal meeting of this association at Southampton 
was considered, and the manner in which the vote of this 
Chdmber should be given with reference thereto was determined. 
The subjects to be discussed at the Southampton meeting embrace 
British representation in colonies and possessions, by the London 
Chamber of Commerce; commercial union with the colonies, by 
South of Scotland ; British consular appointments, by Bradford ; 
freights to South Africa, by Wolverhampton; Royal Naval Re- 
serves,'by Bristol ; coal charter party, by Italian Chamber (London) ; 
machinery on the hire system, by Leicester; assignment of book 
debts, by Birmingham ; county courts jurisdiction, by Newcastle 
and Gateshead ; metric system, by Leicester ; wages of seamen, by 
Bristol ; inter-imperial postage and telegraph routes, by Executive 
Council ; provincial mails for the continent, by Paris (British 
Chamber); telephonic communication, by Hull; value payable 
parcel post, by Bradford; Indian railway extension, by Black- 
burn ; railway rates, by Worcester; canals, by Worcester and 
Gloucester ; and verification of invoices, by Blackburn. 

A communication was read from the Preserved Food Trade 
Section of the London Chamber of Commerce upon the subject 
of adulterated fruits and vegetables, inquiring whether this 
Chamber would be willing to support any action with a view to 
putting an end to what was described as the harassing prosecution 
of innocent retail traders. It was proposed by the President, 
seconded by Mr. W. T. Parker, and resolved unanimously :— 

That, with reference to a recent prosecution under the pro- 
visions of the late Food and Drugs Act, 1893, the Council of 
the Bristol Chamber of Commerce is of opinion that the Govern- 
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ment should be asked to take steps to ascertain whether any and 
what quantity of sulphate of copper can be used with safety to 
the public health in the preserving of fruits and vegetables, and 
that the courts be instructed to act in accordance with the result 
of this expert inquiry. 

Other subjects referred to were :—Lights and signals in the 
Bristol Channel; canals; signals at sea; and some matters of 
!ocal interest only. 


Birmingham.—A_ meeting of the Council of the Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 12th August last at 
the Birmingham Exchange, Mr. T. J. Walsh presiding —The 
Secretary read a communication from the Foreign Office stating 
that, as some uncertainty existed as to the requirements of 
the Servian authorities in the matter of certificates for British 
commercial travellers in Servia, the Marquess of Salisbury 
desired to point out that by the provisions of the treaty between 
this country and Servia of 1893, British subjects enjoyed in all 
matters of commerce most-favoured-nation treatment. That was 
the case as regarded the facilities to be enjoyed by British 
commercial travellers, who were at liberty to travel for the 
purposes of their business in Servia free from licence tax, and 
from the payment of duty on their samples, provided they satistied 
the Servian authorities by means of a certificate that whatever tax 
might be payable in this country for the exercise of a trade or 
business had been discharged by the commercial house which they 
represented, or by themselves, if travelling on their own account. 
In strictness the certificate should be drawn up in French, but the 
Servian authorities, who had, they stated, no desire to place 
any difficulties that could be avoided in the way of British 
commercial travellers, had intimated that they would accept 
a certificate signed and sealed by any responsible authority, 
such, for instance, as a Chamber of Commerce, the Mayor of a 
town, or a Servian Consul, and that the certificate might be drawn 
up in English if preferred, instead of in French. It was explained 
that certificates might be signed by the Secretary of the Chamber 
of Commerce for Birmingham. 

A letter was received from the Colonial and Foreign Offices 
relative to trade with China and the Straits Settlements, and a 
censular report accompanied it, in which it was explained that 
there was an advantageous opening for Birmingham to export to 
China iron pans for culinary purposes. 


Bolton—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
Aug. 21 last, under the presidency of the Mayor. The secretary 
read the report, showing the work done and correspondence 
during the past month. From returns which have been received 
by the Chamber, it appears that during the nine months ending 
May 3lst, there had been 12,132 tons of cotton forwarded by 
railway from the Manchester Docks of the Manchester Ship 
Canal to Bolton. As the cost vid Liverpool, would have been 
8,795/. 14s., and that vid Manchester was 6,066/., there was a 
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large saving of 2,729/. 14s. effected by the Canal route. In 
addition to this 578 tons of grain and flour were sent in the same 
way. Of this the cost vid Liverpool would have been 274/. 11s., 
whilst the charges vid Manchester only amounted to 102/. 14s 4d., 
which, therefore, showed an advantage to the Canal route of 
81/. 16s. 8d. ‘The secretary, in answer to questions, stated that 
all goods for export traffic if sent by the Manchester Ship Canal’s 
inclusive through rates, should be consigned “to the care of the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company, by rail direct to alongside SS. 
Carriage forward.” In addition to the traffic named as forwarded 
by rail to Bolton, very considerable quantities have been couveyed 
by carts from the Manchester Docks. 


Leeds.—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Leeds 
Incorporated Chamber of Commerce was held on August 26 
last, Mr. Jonathan Peate presiding. 

A communication was received from the Liverpool Chamber 
of Commerce advocating an extension of trustees’ investment 
powers, and enclosing copies of memorials in favour from the 
Liverpool Law Society and the Liverpool Stock Exchange. 

It was moved that the matter be referred to the Law and 
Parliamentary Committee, and that several stockbrokers who are 
members 3f the Leeds Chamber should be called in as experts to 
give the committee the benefit of their advice. The proposal was 
adopted. 

The Belgian Consul at Bradford wrote giving particulars of 
the scope and object of the Brussels International Exhibition, 
1897. A resolution was passed, on the initiative of Mr. J. W. 
Willans, to the effect that it is desirable, in the interests of the 
trade and commerce of Leeds, that the various leading industries 
of the city should be adequately represented at the exhibition, 
the Chamber offering to give any information or assistance to 
intending exhibitors. 

The bill lately introduced by the Government for permissive 
use of the metric system of weights and measures as the trading 
medium throughout the country was laid before the members and 
considered. 

The agenda of resolutions to be submitted at the Southampton 
meeting of Associated Chambers of Commerce was dealt with 
seriatim. It was resolved to support the recommendation of 
the Bristol Chamber urging the ovation to deal with the 
question of providing adequate Royal Naval reserves, “ which 
“are absolutely essential, not only to protect our commerce 
“ and the food supplies of the nation, but also to ensure the 
* naval supremacy of the British Empire.” It was further 
decided to support resolutions in favour of the compulsory 
adoption of the metric system of weights and measures; for the 
granting of permanent facilities for the tranmission of seamen’s 
wages free of cost from continental ports of discharge, and asking 
the Board of Trade to effect the necessary arrangements ; 
reiterating the request of the Ottawa Convention for cable 
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communication between the colonies and the mother country, and 
as to the subsidising of a line of fast steamers between England 
and Canada; pressing upon the Telegraph Department the 
necessity of promptly increasing or improving the trunk telephone 
connection between mercantile centres ; advocating the introduc- 
tion of the value payable parcel post, or “cash on delivery” 
system, as successfully worked in other countries; in favour of 
more rapid railway development in India; re-affirming the resolu- 
tion passed at the last general meeting of the Association re 
railway rates and charges; and a resolution suggesting legislation 
for the improvement of canals, and for enabling new canals to be 
cheaply made. 


Liverpool—A. meeting of the committee of the African trade 
section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 
13th August last, Mr. A. L. Jones in the chair. 

The steps taken last year in the matter of the proposed Kroo 
Colonies, both by the committee and the Governor of the West 
African Colonies were renewed and discussed. In the absence 
of information that those steps had been followed by satisfactory 
results it was resolved that a further recommendation be made to 
the Secretary for the Colonies suggesting that agents should be 
sent from the British Colonies to see Kroomen at their homes, 
and to offer them inducements to settle with their families in 
those colonies. 

In connection with the inquiry into matters of health at the 
Gold Coast, it was reported ‘by the secretary that with regard to 
sanitary and medical reports, the Colonial Office had stated that 
the medical report for 1894 is the latest received by that depart- 
ment, that this report is being printed, and that copies of it will 
be sent when ready. 

Copy of a letter from the Jute Importers’ Mutual Protection 
Association, Dundee, to Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co., on the 
subject of the movement lately instituted by that firm for the 
experimental growing of jute in West Africa, was laid before 
the committee. The latter stated that the prospect of jute being 
grown in Africa had been universally applauded by the trade in 
the district of Dundee. and that everything would be done to 
encourage the experiment. It was said that in March or April, 
or about when the jute season closes in India, it might be possible 
to get a man suitable to direct operations to go out to Africa and 
instruct growers. Application had been made for a sample for 
experimental growth in British Guiana, but all the seed available 
having been distributed, the request could not be complied with. 

The affairs of the Niger; the Lagos Bar; and the poll tax on 


Kroomen were also discussed. 


Nottingham.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on 7th September last, Mr. G. Wigley, J.P., in the chair. 

Mr. Carver reported on certain correspondence which had 
passed with respect to the change of method of fixing Customs 
seals on lace imported into Russia, in accordance with the regula- 
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tiotis of 1896. These, it was stated, were compulsory and binding, 
and were enforced in order to detect the smuggling of short laces 
through the Customs. The matter had already been brought 
before the Foreign Trade Committee by manufacturers of the 
town; and they found that the only way of overcoming difficulties 
under which many importers had suffered inconvenience through 
imports’ being handed over in an unsalable condition was to take 
care that every piece of 12, 24, or 36 yards should have a coloured 
thread wherever any join existed, so that the Russian Custom 
officials coming to this thread would see it was not tampered with, 
and that'it was passed through the Custom-house. 

A communication was received from the secretary of the 
Imperial Institute stating that information had been received from 
more than one of Her Majesty’s Consular representatives that 
circulars and price lists of British merchants and manufacturers 
sent abroad were comparatively useless owing to prices being 
given only in English currency and according to English weights 
and measures. It was further pointed out that at the present time, 
when foreign competition with British manufacturers was exciting 
so much remark, this matter seemed of unquestionable importance, 


Walsall—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was held 
on 3ist August last, Mr. E. J. Shaw presiding, when the chief 
matter under discussion was the programme of business to be 
considered at the meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
at Southampton. 
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XVITI.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Comparative Trade Statistics, Statistical Tables showing 
the Progress of British Trade and Production, 1854-95. In 
continuation of Tables presented by the Board of Trade to the 
Royal Commission on Trade Depression, 1886, and of those 
contained in Paper No. C-—6394 of Session 1891. (C.—8211.) 
Price 83d. 

This return, which has been prepared by the Board of Trade, 
continues a series of tables relating to the progress of British trade 
and production which were laid before the Royal Commission on 
Trade Depression, in 1886, by Sir Robert Giffen. It gives 
statistics relating to a variety of subjects for the period comprised 
between the years 1854-95, The subjects dealt with include 
population and emigration; the shippmg and foreign trade 
(imports and exports) ; the production of coal, pig-iron, and other 
metals, the import and export of raw and manufactured cotton 
and wool ; the railway traflic, capital and revenue returns ; Post 
Office, trustee, and savings banks; the gross profits assessed under 
income-tax upon the various schedules; the business done in the 
London Bankers’ Clearing House; promissory notes and their 
circulation; the imports and exports of gold and silver; the 
coinage ; rates of discount ; prices of various chief articles of 
trade ; bankruptcies; paupers. All these have reference to the 
United Kingdom. 

For France, Germany, and the United States, particulars are 
given of the imports and exports, together with the value per 
head of the population; the tonnage of vessels entering and 
clearing with cargoes and in ballast; and the quantities of coal 
and pig-iron produced. 


2. Reports from Her Majesty's Consular Officers in certain 
European States respecting the Price of Cereals and of Bread. 
Commercial No. 6 (1896). (C.—8107.) Price 74d. 


This Parliamentary paper consists of reports from Her Majesty’s 
Consular Officers in various States respecting the prices of cereals 
and of bread, which have been drawn up in accordance with a 
circular from the Foreign Office, addressed to the Consuls, 
requesting information on the subject, in compliance with an 
order of the House of Lords. The communications given in 
reply are preceded by a set of summary tables prepared by the 
Board of Agriculture to serve the purposes of more convenient 
comparison. The period to which the particulars relate is the 
month of July 1895, and the countries referred to are Austria- 
Hungary, Belgium, France, Germany, and Holland. 
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Returns have been received with respect to wheat, rye, flour, 
bread, barley, oats, and maize from 36 towns. As regards wheat, 
rye, and flouz, barley, oats and maize the prices given are whole- 
sale, and the price of bread is given per four pounds ; the requisite 
calculations have been performed to make the foreign quotations 
correspond to an English estimate. 


3. Fortieth Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Customs on the Customs, (For the Year ended 31 March 1896.) 
(C.—8205.) Price 24d. 

The Commissioners, in the present report, state that the gross 
Customs duties for the financial year ended 31st March 1896 
(including 2,182,245/. collected by the Inland Revenue Depart- 
ment) amounted to 20,960,501/). From this sum has to be 
deducted repayment of drawbacks of duty paid on goods exported, 
also over entries, &c. (198,088/.), leaving the net Customs duties 
received in the United Kingdom during the year at 20,762,4131. 
Isle of Man duties received by Imperial Customs officers on the 
Island, and assessed as due to the Insular Government, amounted 
to 76,343/.; local taxation duties, being the amount collected 
under the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1890, on foreign 
spirits and beer in relief of local taxation in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland (including 36,336/. collected by Inland Revenue) 
amounted to 202,885/.; extra receipts in aid of vote, being money 
received for services rendered to the Board of Trade (Mercantile 
Marine Fund) and the Isle of Man, and from the proceeds of the 
sale of seized goods, &c., were 46,2287. Inland Revenue duties, 
collected by the Customs officers at ports where bonded warehouses 
are in charge of this department, 5,693,685/.; Board of Trade 
moneys received in connection with the shipping offices, wreck, 
light dues, &c., 580,5771. ; stationery office moneys—sale on bills 
of entry, forms, &c., 9,062/., the gross balances at 31st March 
1895 on preceding accounts (bills, &c., outstanding) were 552,5541., 
making a total of 27,923,7472. 

The payments were as_ follows:—To Imperial Exchequer 
Customs, 20,756,000/,; to Isle of Man, 76,1001. ; local taxation 
account, 203,490/.; to appropriations in aid of vote, 46,228/, ; 
Inland Revenue, on account of duties collected for that depart- 
ment, 5,655,9221.; to Board of Trade, on account of receipts as 
above, 573,5251.; to Stationery Office, on account of receipts 
as above, 9,148 The gross balances at 31 March 1896 on 
preceding accounts (bills, &c., outstanding) amounted to 603,3342, 
making a total of 27,923,334/. 


4. Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland. (June 1896.) 
(C.—8223.) Price 2d. 


This is a half-yearly return prepared under the direction of 
the Registrar-General for Ireland. It gives statistics of deposits 
and cash balances in joint stock banks, deposits in Post Office 
Savings Banks and trustee savings banks, amount of the Govern- 
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ment funds, India stocks, and guaranteed land stock; and bank 
note circulation in Ireland, June 1896; weekly traffic receipts of 
Irish railways for the first 26 weeks of the years 1895-96; and 
the aggregate receipts for the first six months of each of the 
years 1887-96 ; also tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in 
in the ports of Ireland during the years 1885-95. 

The return shows that the deposits and cash balances in joint 
stock banks in the middle of the year which, comparing June 
with June, had gradually increased from 29,223,000/. in June 
1886, to 37,491,0002. in the corresponding period of 1895, further 
rose to 38,758,000/. (exclusive of 2,040,589/. Government and 
other public accounts in the Bank of Ireland) in June of the 
present year, being the highest amount yet reached for June, 
and showing an increase of 1,267,000/, or 3-4 per cent. as 
compared with the amount in the middle of last year, and an 
increase of 9,535,000/., or 32°6 per cent. as compared with the 
amount in the corresponding month of 1886. 

At the end of June, 1896, the estimated amount in the Post 
Office Savings Banks in Ireland stood at 5,919,000/, as compared 
with 5,337,000/. for the corresponding period of 1895, showing 
an increase of 582,000/., following an increase of 650,000/. in 
the 12 months ending with June 1895, which increase is the 
largest in any year since the establishment of these institutions. 

As regards trustee savings banks, there was an increase of 
94,000/,, as compared with the corresponding period of 1895. 
This increase, with the increase of an equal amount noted in 
June 1895, and that of 84,0002 in June 1894, brings the 
amount in these banks up to 2,128,000/., which is higher than the 
balance in the corresponding month of any year since 1878. 

A review of the weekly railway traffic returns shows that in 
fourteen out of the twenty-six weeks ended June 1896 the receipts 
fell below the amount for the corresponding weeks of the} year 1895, 
and in the otker weeks the receipts exceeded those in the corre- 
sponding weeks of that year, the net result being that the total 
receipts for the 26 weeks are in excess of those for the first half of 
any previous year, and show an increase of 10,003/. as compared 
with the first six months of last year, the receipts for which period 
were 31,263/. or 2'0 per cent. above those for the first half of the 
year 1894. 


5. Ruilway Accidents.—Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Companies 
in the United Kingdom during the Three Months ending 31st March 
1896, in pursuance of the Regulation of Railways Act (1871), 
34 and 35 Vict., cap. 78, together with Reports of the Inspecting 
Officers of the Railway Department to the Board of Trade, upon 
certain Accidents which were inquired into. (C.—8132.) Price 

During the three months under review accidents to trains, 
rolling stock, permanent way, &c., caused the death of 3 persons 
and injury to 56 persons. 


| 
{| 
\ 


360 RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. [Sept. 1896- 


Of the 3 persons killed.and 56 injured, 7 passengers and 1 ser- 
vant were injured in collisions between passenger trains or parts 
of passenger trains; 2 passengers and 6 servants were injured in 
collisions between passenger trains and goods or mineral trains, 
light engines, or other moving vehicles ; 1 servant was killed, and 
1} passenger and 5 servants were injured in collisions between 
goods trains, light engines, or other moving vehicles; 7 servants 
were injured in collisions between trains. and vehicles standing 
foul of the line ; 5 passengers were injured in collisions between 
trains and buffer-stops or vehicles at rest, caused by trains running 
into stations at too high a speed; 6 servants were injured by 
collisions between trains and buffer-stops, &., from causes other 
than the above; 1 servant was injured by a train coming in 
contact with ’ projection from another train travelling on a 
parallel line; 2 passengers were killed “and 5 passengers and 
1 servant were injured by passenger trains or parts of passenger 
trains leaving the rails; 1 servant and 1 other person were 
injured by trains running through gates at level crossings, or into 
other obstacles ; and 7 servants were injured by accidents arising 
from the failure of rolling stock (wheels, tyres, axles, &c.) 

Altogether, including accidents in which no personal injury was 
sustained, there were reported during the three months, 4 collisions 
between passenger trains or parts of passenger trains ; 10 collisions 
between passenger trains and goods or mineral trains, light engines, 
&c.; 6 collisions between goods trains or. parts of goods trains, 
light engines, &c.; 1 collision between a train and some vehicles 
standing foul of the line ; 5 collisions between trains and buffer- 
stops, &c.; 18 cases of passenger trains or parts of passenger trains 
leaving the rails; 7 cases of goods, &c. trains or parts of goods 
trains ‘Jeaving the rails ; 41 cases of trains running through gates 
at level crossings or into other obstructions* ; 1 case of fire in a 
train; and 1 case coming under the heading of miscellaneous 
accidents to trains. 

In addition to the above the following accidents to, and failures 
of, rolling-stock and permanent-way were reported, viz:—4 cases 
of the failure of machinery, springs, &c., of engines ; 99 failures of 
tyres; 2 failures of wheels; 41 failures of axles ; ; 7 failures of 
couplings; 1 case of the failure of a rope used in erin inclines ; 
83 tailures of rails; 1 slip inan embankment ; and 1 miscellaneous 
accident. 


6. Merchant Shipping Act, 1894. Return of all British ships 
ordered by the Board of Trade, or its Officers, during the period 
from 1st July 1895 to 30th June 1896, tobe provisionally detained 
as Unsafe, by reason of the defective condition of their hulls, 
equipments, or machinery, or by reason of overloading or improper 
loading, in pursuance of the provisions of Section 459 of the 
Merchant Basins Act, 1894, giving the names of the Owners of 


“ Sikhs the three months, 4 horses, 7 beasts and cows, 10 sheep, and 6 dogs 
were run over and killed. 


| 
| 


Sept. 1896. ] RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 361 


those Ships which have been dismantled, broken up, or converted 
into hulks, &c. ; also of all Foreign Ships ordered to be provisionally 
detained during the same period as Unsafe by reason of overloading 
or improper loading, in pursuance of the provisions of Section 462 
of the same Act ; together with Summaries, showing respectively the 
total Number of Ships ordered to be detained as Unsafe from 1st 
July 1895 to 30th June 1896, and since the 1st October 1876, 
distinguishing between those Cases in which the Ships were found 
Safe or Unsafe. (In continuation of Parliamentary Paper 
[C—7857.]) (C—8171.) Price 2d. 


This is the annual return issued by the Marine Department of 
the Board of Trade. The particulars for each ship which was 


provisionally detained during the year 1895-96 are given in 
detail. 


A summary statement is also given showing the following results 
since the commencement of the Act in October 1876 :— 


Alleged defects in Hull, Equipments, or Machinery. 


Total Number of Ships reported as Defective. 


Description of Ship. ae 
Found Found Survey | Improperly Total 
Safe. Unsafe. | Pending. | Detained. ’ 


Steam ships (iron) 


127 1 130 

Steam ships (wood) - 19 19 

Sailing ships (iron) - 13 13 

Sailing ships (wood) - 8 702 — Y 717 
Total - 10 861 8 879* 


* Of these ships 218 were classed. 


Alleged eases of Overloading or Improper Loading. 


Total Number of Ships reported as Overladen, 
or Improperly Laden. 


Description of Ship. eee 
Found Found Survey 
Safe. Unsafe. Pending. Total. 
Steam ships (iron) - 7 731 — 738 
Steam ships (wood) - — 5 _ 5 
Sailing ships (iron) - 1 20 — 21 
Sailing ships (wood) - _ 83 _ 83 
Total - - 8 847 


839 | 


7. Marine Engineers. Copy of Correspondence between the 
Board of Trade and the Representative Societies of Shipowners 
and Engineers and others, upon the subject of Apprenticeship for 
Applicants for Board of Trade Certificates of Competency for 
Marine Engineers. No, 316. Price 6d, 
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In a note appended to this return it is stated as follows :— 

In August 1893, the Board of ‘Trade received a communication 
from the Sunderland and District Trades Council (copy of which 
is appended), suggesting that the period of apprenticeship at 
present required of candidates for examination for the grade of 
second engineer in the mercantile marine should be increased 
from three years to five years. Shortly afterwards a resolution 
in favour of this proposal, passed by the Institute of Marine 
Engineers, was forwarded to the Department. 

The Board of Trade decided that it was desirable to circulate 
this resolution among some of the engineer associations and firms, 
shipping societies, and shipowners, with a view to obtaining their 
opinion with regard to this proposal. 

Replies were received from a large number of the bodies and 
persons consulted, and of these it appeared that the majority— 
engineer firms and associations and mdividual shipowners—were 
in favour of the proposed extension of the period of apprentice- 
ship. 

tt was, however, represented by the professional advisers of the 
Board of Trade that, in the event of any such change being 
made, it would also be well to amend the existing regulations as 
to the workshop service and sea service to be required of 
candidates. 

A memorandum setting forth the suggested amendments was 
accordingly prepared, and circulated among associations, firms, &c., 
interested in the question. The replies which have been received 
to this further communication show that the proposed amendments 
meet with general approval, 


Cory of the LETTER above referred to. 
Sunderland and District Trades Council. 


30, Ridley Terrace, Sunderland, 
Dear Sir, 21 August 1893. 

On behalf of the above Council I beg to submit the 
following resolution for your consideration, and to ask that you 
will be kind enough to favourably consider the matter :— 

“ This Council, comprising 42 bodies of workmen, is of opinion 
that the words three years’ apprenticeship required by the Board 
of Trade as to marine engineers should be struck out, and five 
years’ apprenticeship substituted ; also, that no third engineer be 
allowed to take his watch in the engine-room at sea until he 
attains the age of 21, as three years is not sufficient time in which 
an apprentice can learn the elements of his trade. We trust you 
will see the necessity of seeking for some alteration in regard to 
the matter, as the skill of the engineering trade is undoubtedly 
falling off owing to so many young men taking advantage of the 
three years’ apprenticeship.” 

Thanking you in anticipation, I beg to remain, 

Yours truly, 

To the Secretary, (Signed) T. SUMMERBELL, 

Board of Trade. Secretary. 
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8. Fourteenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scot- 
land, being for the Year 1895.—Part II. Report on Salmon 
Fisheries. (C—8122). Price 1s. 


This is the annual report issued by the Scotch Fishery Board, 
dealing with the salmon fisheries of that country. 

The fishing season of 1895 appears, from all available sources 
of information, to have been good, presenting a welcome change 
from the indifferent seasons of the last few years. The number 
of boxes of salmon sent to Billingsgate was 8 per cent, higher 
than the average of the previous 62 years and 12 per cent. higher 
than the average of the previous 10 years. In the following 
table will be found the number cf boxes sent to that market in 
each year since 1866—each box weighing about 1 cwt. :— 


Years. Boxes of Salmon. Years, Boxes of Salmon. 
1866 21,725 1881 23,905 
1867 23,006 1882 22,968 
1868 28,020 1883 35,506 
1869 20,474 1884 27,219 
1870 20,648 1885 30,362 
1871 23,390 1886 23,407 
1872 24,404 1887 26,907 
1873 30,181 1888 22,857 
1874 32,180 1889 21,101 
1875 20,375 1890 18,931 
1876 34,655 1891 25,889 
1877 28,189 1892 21,919 
1878 26,465 1293 18,903 
1879 13,929 1894 15,489 
1880 17,457 1895 25,364 


9. Forty-second Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post 
Office. (C.—8240.) Price 54d. 

This is the annual report of the Postmaster-General for the year 
ended the 31st March 1896. ‘The following statement shows 
the estimated number of letters, &c. delivered in the United 
Kingdom :— 


Increase Average 
— = ved or Decrease | Number to each 

per Cent. Person. 
Letters - - - | 1,834,200,000 Ine. 3°6 46°8 
Post cards - - - - 314,500,000 Inc. 0°6 8°0 

Book packets, circulars, and 

samples - ~ - 672,300,000 Inc. 9°4 17°1 
Newspapers - - - 149,000,000 | Dec. 1°8 3°8 
Parcels - - - - 60,527,000 | Inc. 5°9 1°5 
Total - ~ - | 8,080,527,000 | Ine. 4°2 77°2 


Except in the case of newspapers the figures show an increase 
upon those of last year, and tend to justify the view that the 
apparent decrease in the number of letters in 1894 was not to 
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be taken as denoting any real cessation in the growth of postal 
business. 

It will be observed that the total number of post cards has 
only increased by 0°6 per cent., as against 25°9 last year. This 
seems to show that the great impulse given to the use of post 
cut by the introduction of private cards has now spent its 
orce. 

The number of parcels delivered in the United Kingdom 
during the year 1895-96 has increased by 5°9 per cent., from 
57,136,000 to 60,527,000. The average postage per parcel is 
now 5°44d., of which the Post Office share is 2°86d. The number 
of registered parcels has been as follows : — 


England and Wales (excluding London) - 399,265 
London - - - - 182,281 
Scotland - - - - - 44,293 
Treland - - - - - - 36,357 

Total - - - 662,196 


The total number of parcels sent to and received from places 
abroad during the year was 1,761,606, an increase of J3 per cent. 
on the previous year. The increase in the number of parcels 
despatched was 7 per cent., and of parcels received 23 per cent. 
The largest growth has been in the service with France, Germany, 


Italy, and South Africa. 

The inland money order business has maintained the tendency 
to increase which was noted in 1894-95. Not only are the 
numbers of orders and the total amounts larger than in that 
year, but the average amount remitted by each order, which fell 
from 22 14s. 5d. in 1893-94 to 2/. 14s, 3d. in 1894-95, has now 
risen to 2/. 14s. 9d. The average amount remitted by telegraph 
money order is 3/. 73. 2d., and these orders have increased in 
number by 15 per cent. during the year, the total amount 
remitted by telegram increasing by 12 per cent. 

A very satisfactory increase took place in the number of both 
inland and foreign telegrams, an increase undoubtedly due to the 


revival of trade throughout the country, 

During the year 78,839,610 telegrams of all descriptions were 
forwarded, showing an increase over the previous year of 7,250,546 
or 1012 per cent. 64,563,587 of these were ordinary inland 
telegrams (i.c., excluding foreign, press, and free telegrams), 
showing an increase of 5,656,179 or 9°6 per cent. The total 
revenue from inland telegrams was 2,046,456/. as compared with 
1,880,206/. for the previous year, making the average revenue 
7°61d. per telegram, as compired with 7°66d. 

The number of foreign telegrams dealt with by the department 
reached 6,701,838, showing an increase of 764,123 or 12°86 per 


cent, as compared with the year 1894--95, 


264 new post offices and 1,087 new letter boxes have been 
added during the last year. There are now 27,622 letter boxes 
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and 20,398 post offices in the United Kingdom. Money order 
and savings bank business is transacted at about 11,000 offices ; 
telegraph business is transacted at 7,653, but, in addition, tele- 
graph business is performed for the Post Office at 2,273 railway 
stations. New telegraph offices have been opened during the past 
year at 244 post offices and 21 railway stations. 


10. Thirty-ninth Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Inland Revenue for the Year ended 31 March 1896. (C. 8226.) 
Price 1s. 3d. 


This is the annual report of the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue. The report states that the gross receipts of inland 
revenue duties in 1895-96 was 73,170,943 ; from which should 
be deducted—allowances, drawbacks, and repayments, 1,664,1331,, 
making the total net receipts of duties 71,506,810/., appropriated 
as follows:—to Imperial services, 64,296,478/. ; local services, 
7,210,332/.; the latter sum not including an amount of 6,846/., 
representing fines and penalties recovered in connection with local 
taxation licences, the proceeds of which are by law allocated to 
local services. 

The total net receipts of Inland Revenue duties was, as shown 
above, 71,506,810/., being an increase of 6,138,253/. over the net 
receipt of the preceding year. This large increase was distributed 
as follows :—Excise, 1,080,9072; Death duties, including Corpo- 
ration duty, 3,194,223. ; stamps, 1,505,890/,; and taxes, 357,153/. 
Total, 6,138,253/. Of this increase, 5,699,728/. was assigned to 
Imperial services and 438,525/, to Local services. 


ll. Railway Returns for England and Wales, Scotland and 
sreland, for the Year 1895, and Summary Tables for the United 
Kingdom for each Year from i854 to 1894. (C.—8181.) 
frice 11d. 

This return, which is issued annually by the Board of Trade, 
in pursuance of the Act ‘34 and 35 Vict. c. 78. contains detailed 
tables showing, for the year 1895, for each railway company, the 
amount of authorised and paid up capital ; the number of passen- 

rs and quantity of goods carried ; the receipts therefrom; the 
number of lines of single, double, treble, quadruple, or more lines 
of rail; amount of working expenditure and net receipts; the 
number of each kind of rolling stock, also statements as to the 
receipts from each kind of season and — ticket, including 
workmen’s weekly tickets, with third.class. The customary 
summary tables for the railways of the whole of the United 
Kingdom are also given. These extend over the period comprised 
between the years 1854 and 1895 inclusive. 
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XIX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


France.—The Board of Trade have received, through the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the following copy of a 
notice respecting quarantine in France, recently published in the 


Journal Officiel,” viz. :— 

The importation into France from Egypt of drills and articles 
such as body linen, wearing apparel, used dresses, and bed linen, 
&c. (not sent as baggage) is forbidden until further notice. 


PortrueaL.—Para free from yellow fever from July 30 last. 
Island of Martinique declared infected with yellow fever from 
August 5 last. 


Canapa.--The “Canada Gazette” publishes the following 
regulations concerning the importation of horses into Canada, 
which were authorised by the Governor-General in Council on 
the 1st July last :— 

1. The importation of horses from Great Britain and the 
continent of Europe is prohibited except at the ports of Charlotte- 
town, P.E.I., Halifax, N.S., St. John, N.B., Quebec, P.Q., and 
Montreal, P.Q.,and such other ports as may hereafter be indicated 
by the Minister of Agriculture. 

2. Such horses must be accompanied by the certificate of a quali- 
fied veterinary surgeon and the local authority, at the time of their 
embarkation, that they have not been brought from a place or 
locality where glanders, “maladie du coit,” or other infectious 
or contagious disease was at said time in existence. Similar 
certificate of freedom of the port of shipment from contagious 
disease at the date of embarkation, must also be furnished. 

3. All importers of horses are obliged to certify under oath 
that the certificate produced applies to the horse which it purports 
to describe and to no other, and that the locality named is the 
actual one from which said horse came. Any attempt at evasion 
or misrepresentation will render the horse liable to seizure and 
detention pending the orders of the Minister of Agriculture as to 
its disposal. 

4. All horses entering Canada at any of the above-named ports 
shall be subject to inspection at those ports by officers appointed 
for that purpose. 

Inspection shall be made on board ship at the port of arrival. 
Should an inspector discover contagious disease, he will order the 
horse to be disembarked, together with all fodder, litter, troughs, 
buckets, blankets, and other articles which may have been used 
by or for said infected animals on board ship. He will super- 
intend such landing and see that the horses and above-mentioned 
articles are conveyed to the quarantine, there to be dealt with as 
the Minister of Agriculture or his represeutative ‘shall direct. 


{ 
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XX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Maits ¥oR THE West AND Soutu-West Coasts 
oF AFRICA. 


The following table shows the places for which mails will be 
despatched by the mail packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the latter part of the 
month of September, 1896 :— 

Saturday, 19th September—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, 
Sapelli, Warree, Brass, and Akassa. 

Wednesday, 23rd September. — Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, 
Dakar, Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, *Sierra Leone, 
*Sherbro, Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, 
Lahou, Cape Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, 
Assinie, Axim, *Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Appam, 
Winnebah, *Accra, Pram Pram, Addah, Quitta, Lome, Jellah 
Coffee, New Calabar, Abonema, Bakana, and Degama. 

Saturday, 26th September. — Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, Old 
Calabar, Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and 
Brass ; also Liberia, Assinie, and Grand Bassam (supplementary 
mails). 

Rebiate, 30th September—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Accra, Lagos, Fernando Po, Cameroons, Batanga, Eloby, 
Gaboon, Mayumba, Loango, Landana, N’Gove, Nyanga, Cape 
Lopez, Fernan Vaz, Sette Cama, Black Point, Cabenda, Banana, 
Boma (Congo), Muculla, Ambrizette, Mussera, Kinsembo, Ambriz, 
Loanda, Victoria, and Rio de] Rey. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. 

Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the 
Congo (Banana, Boma), and Portuguese possessions on the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa is not sent vid Liverpool unless 
specially so superscribed. 

The packets in question carry parcel mails for Bathurst, Sierra 
Leone, Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, 
Accra, Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, 
Old Caiabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

The parcel mails are made up at Liverpool on the aft ernoon of 
the day before the departure of each Packet. 


* Correspondence for Sierra Lecne, Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, and Accra will 
not be sent by the steamer of the 23rd of September unless specially so superscribed, 
as the direct packet leaving on the following Saturday is due at those ports some 
days earlier. 
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XXI.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Foreien TRADE OF THE UnitTEp Kinepom. 


STaTEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Eight Months ended 
31st August 1896, compared with the corresponding period of the 


year 1895. 


MONTH ENDED 3lst AUGUST. 
I. Imports From Countries AND British Possessions. 


[Sept. 1896. 


Month ended 


August 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. 1895. 
£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - 885,654 826,163 59,491 = 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - 11,087,577 | 72,574,364 1,426,787 
of food and drink, duti- 
le - - 1,920,668 | 2,306,484 385,816 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 489,599 448,784 40,865 
III. Metals - - - - 1,836,201 | © 7,579,876 256,925 — 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - - - 403,728 514,841 _ 111,413 
V. Oils - 642,811 679,082 36,297 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 2,465,714 | 2,834,508 <r 368,794 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 4 - - 5,036,984 5,056,287 ie 19,297 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - 6,635,724 6,588,825 96,899 eb 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - . 1,013,188 1,215,758 - 202,570 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 54,774 78,130 = 18,356 
Total Value - | 82,472,622 | 34,587,396 211 


II. Exports or British AnD IRisH Propucre anp MANUFACTURE. 


I. Animals, living - - - $8,796 
IL. Articles of food and drink - - 994,874 1,086,049 an 91,975 
ILI, Raw materials - - 1,621,269 1,821,606 200,337 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - -j| 9,476,615! 9,457,488 25,127 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - - 2,620,119 2,417,504 202,615 _ 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 1,261,606 1,277 882 15,776 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 983,444 976,044 7,400 _ 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 
inal preparations - - ° 557,522 659,762 - 102,840 
(F.) All -other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ° 2,548,560 2,595,004 _ 46,504 
(G.) Parcel post - - 148,821 122,084 26,737 
‘Total Value =| 20,301,566 | 20,487,496 179,929 
III. Exports or Forgien anp Propuce. 
£ 
Total Value ° 4,199,290 6,189,702 1,990,472 


I 
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I,.—Foreien TrRApE oF THE UNITED Kinepom—cont. 
E1eut Montrus ENDED 3lst AvueusT. 


I. Imports From Foretan COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


ended 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. 1895. 
2 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 7,239,974 5,530,983 1,708,991 -- 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
| 92,502,044 | 92,692,366 90,3:2 
(B) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able + | 14,806,633 | 75,297,177 490,538 
Tobacco, dutiable 2,746,587 2,123,055 623,532 
Ill. Metals - | 18,715,989 | 72,297,327 1,418,662 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and _ tanning 
substances 6,112,811 4:730,194 382,620 

V. Oils - 5,367,551 5,184,179 183,372 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 46,848,632 | 48,808,469 - 1,959,837 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 

and manufactures - 30,715,720 | 297,707,997 | 3,007,799 

VIII, Manufactured articles - | 54,109,575 | 49,209,826 4,879,749 

IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 9,468,212 9,171,644 296,571 a 
(B.) Parcel post - 653,087 677,631 24,544 

Total Value + | 288,286,815 | 273,850,760 | 9,936,055 = 


II. Exports or British AND Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ 2 2 2 
I. Animals, living - 553,913 474,708 79,210 
TI. Articles of food and drink . ° 6,919,589 6,634,770 £8 4,819 - 
Ill. Raw materials - | 11,774,042 | 12,769.807 895,265 
IV. Articles manufactured nt partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics  - | 72,359,999 | 67,107,457 5,252,548 
{B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 22,119,546 | 78,195,147 8,994,405 — 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - *| 11,111,174! 9,757,098 | 1,360,076 
(D.) Apparelandarticlesof personal use| 6,973,578 | 5,978,062, 1,055,516 
(E. ¢ and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 5,630,664 5,581 622 99,042 _ 

AF. ) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured * | 22,157,259 | 20,6¢9,545 | 1,527,714 - 

{G.) Parcel post - - 1,039,809 816,798 222,511 — 


Total Value 


160,639,078 | 147,758,497 | 18,480,576 


III. Exports or Foreign anp CoLonraL Prorvce. 


| 2 2 
Total Value 41,211,007 — | 2,798,242 


93506. H 
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IL—Corn Prioxs. 


Return of the QuantiTizs soLp and Averace Prices of British 
Corn, ImperiaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


[Sept. 1896. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended ist August 1896 18,105 2 509 3 4,995 7 
19,184 5 333 5 4,302 2 
15th ” 38,488 2 885 6 6,548 6 
as 22nd io 60,966 0 1,905 3 8,486 5 
. 29th 59,040 4 5,911 5 9,684 1 
August 1896 - 195,784 5 9,545 6 | 34,017 5 
Corresponding month in 1895 137,786 4 3,323 1 22,308 7 
a 1894 54,291 0 982 8,859 6 
Average Prices. 
Week ended Ist August 1896 23 8 19 7 14 10 
‘i 8th rm 23 6 19 5 14 9 
” 15tk ” 22 11 Si 1 14 6 
a 22nd ” 22 4 21 11 14 3 
bs - 29th ” 22 5 21 10 138 7 
August 1896 - - 22 11 20 9 14 4 
July 1896 - - 24 4 18 3 15° O 
June as . - 25 1 20 8 14 10 
May * - - 25 6 21 6 14 & 
April oe - - 24 10 21 10 13 6 
March - 25 2 21 3 138 7 
February » 26 2 22 18 14 
December 1895 - - 24°11 23 11 18 11 
November ,, - 25 9 25 1 14 2 
October 39 - = 24 6 25 5 13 § 
September 22 10 24 0 18 7 
August 1895 - - 2 20 3 15 7 
» 8946 23 20 4 18 11 
1893 . - 26 2 23 2 19 11 
» 1892 29 7 23 7 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Sept. 1896.) STATISTICAL TABLES. 371 


1896. 


Return of the Numpers, Nationavities, and Destinations of the 
PassEncERS that left the Unirep Kinepom for out of 
Europ during the Month ended 31st August 1896, and the Six 

- Months ended 31st August 1896, compared with the ‘corresponding 


_ Periods of the previous Year. 
Cape for 
British All 
United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. North . other Total. A 
1896. 
Month ended 31st August. 
English . - 6,947 1,550 721 2,243 602 12,063 | 15,260 
Scotch - . 2,157 205 53 802 80 2,797 3,829 
Trish 3,515 151 34 91 6 8,797 5,926 
Total of British} | ise19 | 1,906 | 2,636 ess | 19,657 | 
Foreigners - - 6,666 485 |. 36 1,888 134 8,709 12,146 
Total - | 19,882 2,897 844 4,024 1,098 | 27,745 | 87,457 
Total for corre- 
29,004 3,383 1,090 2,798 1,252 | - 
lonth, 1895 


Eight Months ended 31st August. 


English - + +] 82,861 9,453 4,861 13,196 5,704 66,075 71,987 
Scotch - ° . 7,027 1,201 353 1,386 606 10,573 11,857 


Irish od . 30,308 675 250 355 155 31,743 40,675 


Total of British} | 11,829 | | 14937 | 6,465 | 108,801 | 
Foreigners - -| 38,287 | 5,702 137 | 6166 | 1,138 | 51,490 | 58,562 


291 “4 5 an 1,668 1,938 1,745 


Total + =| 103,704 | 17,075 | 5,006 | 21,103 | 9271 | 161,759 | 179,896 
Total for corre- 


185,269 4. 6, 4. 8,470 | 179,826 - 
athe, 5,924 4,098 


TE.—Tho above figures, being made u at the earliest possible date after th close of each 
out are subject to correction in the ‘Annual Returns, 


H 2 


| 
| 
q 
4 
| | | 
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IV.—A.Lrien 1896. 


Return of the NumsBer of Atrens that arrived from the Continent at Portst in the 
Unitep Kincpom during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. ¢. 11. 


sect. 2.) 
Gothenburg, 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, ad Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Peas oe rom Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. and Antwerp. |Ghristiansand. Ports. 
1896. | 1895. | 1806. | 7895. | 1896. | 7895. | 1896. | 7895. | 1896. 7895. | 1886. | 7896. 
Month ended 31st August. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America :* 
Arrived at London -/ 1,555 | 7,295 373 298 217 206 _ 301 263 | 2,446 | 1,992 
» Grimsby - 210 37 14 7 - 8 23 275 
= Hull - - 98 182 47 46 69 68 -- _ 208 135 422 431 
Tyne Ports - 16 27 53 28 205 240 273 266, 547 555 
leith - - 65 56 46) — 37 63 158 167 
Newhaven - - - 605 567 — | 605 567 
° Other ports - 86 148 45 78. | 162 143 _ 8 425 824 718 696 
Total - -| 2,030! 4,696| soy 659| 605| 1,266! 7,064 $5,171 | $4,504 
en route to America: | 
Arrived at Grimsby - 5 185 29 8716 811 672 88 196 933 | 4,369 
Hull - - 63 114\ 706 | 4,735 895 929 | 1,664 | 2,e73 
th - - 18 37 102; — 45 15 506 
Other ports-| — 3; 19 3 353 | 372) 857 
Total - - 172 788 66 487 | 1,536 | 1,870 -_ - 1,381 | 7,957 | 8,155 | 5,086 


of aliens not stated tobe ?| 2,202 | 2,484 677 994 | 2,195 | 2,474 605 /*~ 2,647 | 8,075 | 8,326 | 9,540 
en route to America* ~- | | 


Eight Months ended 31st August. 


- Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America :* 


Total No. = | 11,785 | 3,504 | 3, 4, 066 | 5,310 6,883 | 5,206 |$31,714 fe6,s72 
387 | 4,282 | 4, 45974 
Total No. - 2,097 | 4,495 | 676 | 9,657 |14,152 | 70,910| — — | 18,746 | 72,585 | 30,671) 30,277 
Total of aliens en route and 


oe 4,180 | 6,044 | 18,434 | 74,976 | 5,310 | 4,974 | 20,629 |:77,797 | $62,885 $57,749 


* The distinction made in this Return between“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the | to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
the Cont t. (See A l Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 130, Sess. 1896, and Monthly Emigra 


Returns.) 

+ The s from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Live 1, London, Middles- 
brough, Newcaetle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The 
lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons 
who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

t The number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of August 1896 was 1,053, and 981 in the same month of 1895; in the eight months ended August 
1896 the number was 7,211, and in the same months of 1895 the number was 6,713. 


of aliens not stated to be ?' 13,832 
en route to America* °7| 


| 
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AND WALES, 
of Recetvine Orpers GaAzetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
6, Aeneas Eight Months 
ite ended August 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
No. No. No. No. 
Tota: gazetted - - - 309 362 2,838 2,985 
és Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
— Publicans and hotel am, &e. - 22 25 210 223 
Grocers, &c. - - - 20 135 202 191 
Builders - - 16 28 160 151 
Farmers - 19 32 159 210 
Butchers - - - - . 10 11 79 95 
92 Bakers - - - 9 4 76 69 
96 Drapers, hebendeshers, ‘Ke. - 5 6 58 59 
nod Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 7 9 58 85 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. 4 2 56 45 
67 Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - 1 4 49 52 
Tailors, &c. - - - 7 3 49 68 
0 Agents, commission and general - 8 y 39 40 
os Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 1 5 38 4f 
Clerks, commercial and an - 4 8 37 35 
369 Confectioners = - - 6 2 33 20 
97 Jewellers, watchmukers, 
silversmiths, &c. - - 4 6 82 | 29 
06 Carpenters and joiners 5 4 82 | 23 
357 Solicitors - - 5 3 82 
Auctioneers - 2 30 33 
raat Tobacconists, &c. - - - 3 8 80 | 26 
Furniture dealers and makers . 7 — 30 17 
540 Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. —- - 1 3 28 26° 
— Corn, flour, seed, hay, and anneal mer- | 
chants and dealers - 1 23 | 19 
Provision merchants, &c. - 1 23 26 
Saddlers and harness makers - 2 —_ 23 25 
Traveliers, commercial, &c. 3 22 27 
p72 Merchants - “ - | 4 2 21 25 
ery Cabinet-makers and upholsterers - | 2 2 20 18 
— Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - 3 1 20 13 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
149 manufacturers 4 5 20 | 
General dealers - - — 2 19 | 26 
mens Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
ted hauliers 1 18 | 22 
hat Clothiers, outfitters, &e. 1 4 1s | 30 
Ironmongers - - - 2 4 18 | 
tion Millers - - 2 2 18 
Engineers and founders, &e. - - 2 5 17 26 
4 Printers and publishers - - 1 4 16 22 
The Gardeners, florists, &c. ~ - 2 3 16 16 
sons Lodging-house keepers - - 2 4 16 | 15 
inte Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 3 2 16 | 22 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. 15 | 42 
Restaurant, coffee, and enting-hewse 
keepers - 2 15; 13 
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ugust Eight Months 
a ended August 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and| No. No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - - 1 2 15 17 
Biacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 2 1 15 10 
Brokers, stock and share 2 14 
Officers in Army - - - 1 4 13 41 
’ Cattle and i Pig dealers - - - _ _ 12 6 
&c. builders - 1 _ 12 12 
Clerks in holy orders - - - ll 14 
Wheelwrights - - - 7 1 q 11 15 
Contractors 3 3 ll 73 
Timber merchants me wood dealers - — 2 10 8 
Hair-dressers - - i 7 10 12 
China, giass, and earthenware, 
dealers 2 10 72 
Stationers l 1 9 17 
Architects and surveyors - 2 1 8 9 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - 1 — 7 7 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 8 6 16 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 1 = 6 5 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 1 2 5 72 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters 1 oo 5 72 
Directors and promoters of nage 
companies - - 3 _ 5 10 


VI.—Exporrt or Live Animas From IRELAND TO GREAT 
BritTAlIn. 


Return of the Numper of AnmAts exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 3lst Angust 1896, and during 
the first Eight Months of the Year 1896, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Eight Months 
h August ended August 
Animals, 

1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 

No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - | 47,890 | 79,567 | 351,238 | 408,707 
Sheep - - - - - | 149,572 | 742,898 | 529,479 | 453,840 
Swine - - - | 24,506 | 76,547 | 848,115 | 333,897 
Goats - - - - - 396 6 3,903 4,188 
Horses - - - 4,427 4,128 | 28,383 23,670 
Mules or Jennets - 4 4 20 8 
Asses 346 198 | 2,331 1,162 
Total ~ - = | 227,141 | 243,873 |1,263,469 1,219,406 


| 
4 
| 
j 
| 
| 
a 
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VIL—Fisuery AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the EneLisH and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Monthand Eight Months ended 31st August 
1896, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Eight Months ended 
August 
1896, 1895. 1896, 1895. 
QuaANTITY. 
Brill 1,798 8 950 2,583 

Soles 6,987 57,156 56,472 

Prime fish not separately distinguished - 3,438 1,684 27,569 pry 4 

Total prime fish - - 18,754 16,522 147,382 138,820 

Haddock ° . 228,973 1,609,018 
ake ° 31,518 22,468 117,61 81,805 
Halibut =- 17,005 17,748 92,149 87,845 
errings « "| 287,716 296,875 790 461,282 

° 8,259 8,060 74,018 83,492 

Mackerel 8,852 9,319 329,308 293,747 

Pilchards - 17,189 19390 29,431 24,008 

separately distinguished, exce! 

Fish not i, except?) 96,508 87.446 726,805 | 660,729 

Total - 814,114 801,344 4,413,221 4,811,748 
fish :-— No. No || No. 
Crabs - 340,772 414,065 4,647,845 415,272 
Lobsters - - - 181,711 104,917 833, 514,838 
Oysters =| 2,948,000 8,112,000 || 14,990,000 | 72,070,000 

Cwts, ts. Cwts. ts. 
Other shell fish - 45,416 48,088 || 348,158 345,360 
VALUE. 
2 2 

Brill 4,037 8,747 33,457 82,657 

Soles ° 51,019 51,447 363,378 378,469 

Turbot - 1,583 22,362 181,622 195, 

Prime fish not separately distinguished - 10,301 5019 94,712 61,173 

Total prime fish - - 86,940 82,539 673,169 667,302 

Cod ° 13,221 12,801 206,998 210,800 

Haddock 70,656 61,597 789,965 979,417 

Hake 20,476 16,356 82,94 64,094 

Halibut é 22,969 24,439 152,243 Oh 

Herrings ° 50,102 67,765 95,865 148,838 

Lin . 3,705 8,698 44,489 47,574 

Mackerel 185 6,360 243,731 240,235 

Pile . 8,547 4,882 6 6,062 

Plaice - 67,634 67,824 516,402 523,628 

not separate! sti except 
° 411,176 498, 3,326,685 | 

Crabs 6,518 7984 54,869 46,918 
Lobsters - . 10,844 4,616 40,660 22,319 
Oysters . 7,574 7,488 43,782 80,909 
Other shell fish 14,178 12,116 99,725 89,174 

Total - - - - 39,114 82,204 239,036 189,817 
Total value of fish landed - 450,290 445,413 8,565,721 | 3,495,767 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, ‘The values 
Ziven are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 
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VIIL—FisHery 


Statement of the Tora Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Eight 
Months ended 31st August 1896, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1895. 


Eight Months ended 
Angust August 
1896. | 1895. 1896. 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - - 1,890 2,443 13,982 12,642 
Tarbot - 443 3,236 2, 
Cod - - - 22,543 27,500 434,108 338,198 
Eel - 714 666 11,099 10,884 
Flounder Plaice, Brill ~- - - 4,911 4,852 58,815 50,055 
Haddock - - 51,421 53,460 651,902 625,406 
Halibut - 2,825 2,883 30.429 27,052 
Herrings 1,422,282 3,755,895 3,691,620 
Ting - 502 9,909 || 114,90! 156,675 
Mackerel = - gog || 3, 1,422 
Saith (Coal Fish) 8,415 8,026 112,393 72,069. 
Skate - 2,5 2,636 50,564 52,287 
Sparling - 12 98 
Sprats - 1 — 29,933 1,130. 
‘orsk (Tusk) - - - - 9 417 9,790 10,114 
Whiting - ish - 2,699 3,768 26,137 24,6088 
2,895 32,104 | 99,07 
Total - . - - | 1,280,296 | 7,536,457 5,339,191 5,107,454 
Shell Fish :— No. No. No. No. 
rabs 108,030 11 4y586 2,769,078 | 2,039,778 
Lobsters 101,866 79,988 480,259 401,910 
Oysters 2,400 1,100 116,862 155,800 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Clams - 353 90 10,430 10,354 
Mussels ° 8,085 5,816 144,182 103,297 
Other shell fish - ° 3,407 8,727 43,556 87,989 
VALUE. 
5876 rd 26.540 -4 
Lem ies) 3, 3,957 5 23,574 
Cod ‘ 7,212 71390 139,039 117,516 
i - - 3,259 2,990 3 29,788 
° 200739 342,767 156 832,863 
Li - ° ° 1,696 1,930 31,202 89,843 
Mackerel F61 558 2,096 2 
Saith (Coal ) 852 10,117 7,739 
Skate 415 426 11,756 41,256 
Sparling - - 45 46 
Torsk (Tusk) - - 53 52 2334 4, 
1,360 1,398 10,825 10,840 
Fish not separately distinguished, except 430 526 6, 6,546 
shell fish - sind 
Total - 246,026 388,199 | 1,281,174 || 7,390,120 
ussel 441 2 vy 
Other shell fish . 786 887 9,568 8,739 
Total 5,091 44320 53,185 45,885 
Total value of fish landed | 251,117 392,579 | 1,284,359 || 7,495,955 


Notr.—The atove figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| 
| 
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SrateMENtT of the Torat Quantity and of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the Irisa Coasts during the Month and Eight 
Months ended 31st August 1896, compared with the correspond- 


ing Periods of the Year 1895. 


August Light 
: 1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Soles 259 324 1,336 1,525 
Turbot - - 88 109 =|) 654 740 
Total prime fish - - 347 438 1,990 2,265 
‘od - 1,144 1,579 26,680 84,000 
Haddock - 1,862 8,307 16,906 19,110 
Hake - - 11,535 2,702 | 14,144 4,468 
Flerrings - > 16,883 15,013 41,555 50,356 
- - 32 1,680 || 13,646 24,954 
43,975 39.939 258,178 | 198,234 
Sprats - - - 2, | 609 2,463 
yhiting - - 580 953 | 7,247 8,108 
distinguished, except } 5,613 36,284 32,672 
Total 85,151 75,145 |, 412,239 876,627 
Shell Fish :— No. No. || No. No. 
Crahs 34,156 42,628 || 238,978 194,728 
Lobsters 53,418 44905 217,864 187,076 
Cwts. Cwts. |  Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 1,245 1,125 | 13,27: 11,284 
VALUE. 
‘al del 
Total prime fish .- . 1,019 975 7,163 7,952 
607 643 12,347 14,054 
Haddock - - - - - 1,308 1,484 10,607 11,817 
Hake 4,060 1,255 5,418 2,282 
Herrings 4,117 4435 12,774 18,100 
Lin - - 293 52 5,536 8,875 
Mackerel . - - - 10,673 11,074 88,469 79,093 
Sprats - 64 28 85 307 
hiting - - 364 515 4,170 49517 
Fish not se ly distinguis! excep 9 5 
Total 25,044 25,200 164,673 162,479 
Shell Fish :— 
Crabs - 128 124 716 645 
Lobsters - - - - 1,368 1,279 6,193 5,498 
Other shel) fish 252 227 2,528 15989 
Total é 1,748 | 1,689 10,014 8,852 
Total value of fishianded + 26,792 | 26,880 174,687 170,829 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 


| 
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X.—Corton Returns.—Aveustr 1896. 
Return of the Numer of Bates of Corron Importep and Exportep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and ReturNeEpD to 
Ports during the Month and Me Months ended August 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1895. 
Month of Eight Months ended 
August August. 
1896. 1895. 1896. | 1895. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. No. 
American 53,613 23,019 1,460,658 | 2,754,460 
Brazilian - 5,748 29,313 25,472 
East Indian - - 5,293 20,796 122,978 84,966 
tian 6,484 7,310 206,996 207,685 
eous - 11,046 5,649 35,469 41,069 
Total 76,436 62,517 1,855,414 | 2,573,652 
| Exports. 
American 13,617 19,912 | 128,450 165,376 
Geasilien 1,996 2,582 8,926 10,541 
East Indian - 10,805 12,932 |} 46,811 36,887 
tiem 4,611 8,896 60,602 56,861 
Miscellaneous - ‘. 381 6,818 || 15,354 28,741 
31,410 51,140 | 259,648 293,406 
ForwaRbeED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American 146,142 200,315 1,705,537 | 7,848,597 
Brasilian " 2,046 3,430 32,387 16,424 
Eest Indian - 4,607 4420 38,303 24y327 
Egyptian a" 11,704 7,182 180,758 158,714 
Miscellaneous J 4,542 4993 63,922 65,100 
Total - ai 169,041 220,340 2,020,907 | 2,473,156 
Forwarvep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 
i American - - 229 439 1,897 3,035 
i East Indian 4 = 
Miscellaneous - - 115 117 676 590 
) Total - - 344 556 2,633 3,635 


19 
| 
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XI.—Periopicat Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned CounTRIEs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9;5,d. ; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,%,d. 
Gulden = ls. 8d.; Drachma = 9,5,d.; Lew = 9d. ; L. 
Egyptian = 1/. Os. 64d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 
| Aggregate for Period of the 
oo | Value for the Month, | bee including latest Month. 
Name of Country. | wonth. 
| 1896, | 1895. 1896. | 1895. 
Russiain Europe - April - | Roubles 48,419,000 | 36,075,000 149,022,000 1141 42,000 


France -| July -| Frs.  - 304,244,000 | 302,960,000 || 2,332,499,000 | 2,777,875,000 
Portugal - - -| May -| Milreis- 3,200,000| 4,175,000 17,651,000 16,841,000 
Italy - - -|July -| Lire - 97,892,000 | 98,280,000 669,940,000 | 448,388,000 
Austria-Hungary -/| July - | Gulden - 57,359,000 | 62,297,000 436,799,000 421,991,000 
Greece - -| May ~-! Drchms. 9,104,000 8,792,000 46,733,000 31,529,000 
Bulgaria - - May -| Lew’ 6,508,000 | 6,909,000 27,350,000 23,877,000 


Egypt - - -| Mar. -| L.Egypt- 849,000) ~ 672,000 2,221,000 1,815,000 
United States - -| July -/| Dollars - 51,928,000 | 73,625,000 421,568,000 | 464,626,000 
Mexico - «| Mar - » 4,174,000 2,992,000 11,311,000 8,528,000 


British India* -| June -| Rupees 6,35,27,467 | 5,34,75,644 18,36,22,679 | 16,57,06,833 


IIl.—Exporrs. 


Russia in Europe April - | Roubles 55,517,000 | 179,267,000 | 173,451,000 
France - July Frs, 239,726,000 | 260,830,000 || 1,948,476,000 | 7,875,646,000 
Portugal - - May Milreis- 2,304,000 | 11,196,000 10,522,000 
Italy - - +|July -| Lire 89,220,000 | 77,285,000 || 612,177,000 | 565,002,000 
Austria-Hungary -| July - | Gulden 63,264,000 | 68,660,000 || 426,576,000 | 477,567,000 


Greece - -| May -| Drchms. 4,133,000 | 5,207,000 | 24,916,000 23,323,000 
Bulgaria - - May Lew 8,540,000 | 7,743,000 | 39,499,000 26,101,000 
Egypt ° -| Mar. -/| L. Egypt 1,199,000 950,000 | 4,166,000 3,233,000 
United States July -| Dollars 67,715,000 | 812,827,000 | 448,407,000 
Mexico - - Mar. - » 10,145,000 | 8,768,000 || 80,351,000 26,264,000 


British India* -| June -| Rupees 8,60,56,089 8,01,22,669 | 27,58,96,300 | 27,85,39,983 } 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nortr.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “general.” 
“Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. i . 

The aggregate;figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April, 
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Imports into British from CouNTRIES. 


Three Months, Ist April to 
30th June. 


Increase, Decrease. 
1895. 1896. 
R. R. R. R. 
I.—Animals, living - 40,838 1,82,673 1,41,835 
Il.—Articles of food and drink — 
Sugar - - 1,05,56,931 62,12,783 43,44,148 
Other articles - 1,18,01,228 1,09,30,883 _ 8,70,345 
I{I —Metais and manufactures of — 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated-ware) - 36,28,369 39,00,368 2,71,999 — 
Metals - 1,72,58,395 1,69,09,626 3,48,769 
Machinery and mi)i-work 80,36,480 97,25,867 16,89,387 Pd 
Rail and rolling- 
other than 
ment stores) - - - 49,71,078 73,69,457 23,98,379 _- 
1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials - 48,71,725 50,01,846 1,30,121 — 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - - 83,63,054 63,21,082 20,41,972 
Other oils 2,28,157 4,55,677 2,27,520 
VL—Raw materials and unmanuv- 
factured articles 1,08,89,900 99,00,032 9,89,868 
VilL—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cottonyam- - 80,70,332 1,04,08,927 28,38,595 
Cotton piece goods - - 5,07,76,616 6,90,47,539 1,82,70,923 ‘tain 
Other articles - 2,56,13,730 2,72,55,919 16,42,189 


Tota ofall {mports - 


16,51,06,833 | 18,36,22,679 


1,85,15,84 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
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Exports of Inp1an Propuce and MANUFACTURE from 


BritisH Inpta to Foreign CountTRIES. 


Three Months, ist April to | 
30th June, 


— | Increase. Decrease. 
1895. 1896. | 
R. R. R. R. 
I.—Animals—living - $,39,312 4,37,569 98,257 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice - 3,25,67,386 | 3,21,79,402 - 3,87,934 
Wheat - 1,50,62,864 55,10,389 95,52, 475 
Tea - > 58,33,016 68,55,688 10,22,672 
Other articles 1,54,57,291 1,84,98,365 30,41,074 
III.—Metals, and manufactures of - 2,55,977 3,57,622 1,01,645 —_ 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials— 
Opium - 2,31,58,571 2,08,16,380 28,37,191 
Indigo - 38,53,978 37,74,791 - 79,187 
Other articles- 44,66,561 46,538,911 1,87,350 - 
VL—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton - 4,67,14,971 5,07,67,847 40,52,876 
Jute - - 73,16,859 90,92,599 17,75,740 
Oilseeds - 8,83,67,612 8,44,55,464 39,12,148 
Other articles - - | 2,28,71,566 2,25,45,100 > 3,26,466 
ViL.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - 1,58,00,340 1,94,73,509 36,738,169 
Cotton piece goods - 82,47,517 38,76,740 6,29,228 - 
Other articles - 8,00,08,997 2,98,97,272 1,11,725 


Total of all exports = | 26,77,90,340 | 26,46,16,978 - 


31,78,362 


| | 
| 
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XXII.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1896, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price| | No. Place. Price. 
1663 | Salonica - - - | lid 1725 | Chicago - 
1664 | Manila - -| 4 1726 | Trieste 
1665 | Florence - - | 54d. 1727 | Hakodate - 
1666 | Dakar - - $ 1728 | Mannheim 
1667 | Havre 1729 | Panama - 
1 Rouen - - - 1730 | Caracas - 
1669 | Corfu - -! 11731 | Riga 
1670 - - 17382 | Tokio -  - 
1671 | Tehran ° - |} lid 1733 | Tainam 
1672 | Barcelona - 1734 | Portland - 
1673 | Amsterdam - -| 1d. 1735 | Fiume 
1674 | Bord - - | 24d 1736 Taganrog 
1675 | Warsaw 1 1737 | Swatow_ 
1676 | Havana - | lid 1738 | Chungking - 
1677 | Berlin - 1d. 1739 Angora - - 
1678 | Beira - - - | 1740 | Shanghai - 
1680 | Trebizond 1d. 1742 | Tahiti 
1681 | Vera Cruz - - - | lid. 1743 | New Caledonia - - - 
1682 | Patras - -| 1 1744 | Amoy - - . ° ° 
1683 | La Rochelle - | 14d. 1745 | - 
1684 | Madrid - - - | 14d. 1746 | Berlin 
1685 | Belgrade - - -| 2d. |} 1747 | Rio de Jane - 
1686 | Algiers - -| 1748 | Porto Rico 
1687 | Galveston - - | 2hd. | 1749 | Montevideo 
1688 | New Orleans - - - 1750 | San Francisco . ~ 
1689 | Suakim - - -| 1d 1751 | Cayenne - ° - 
1690 | Pernambuco - - -| 1752 | Frankfort - 
1691 | Guatema! - - | lid 1753 | Malaga 
1 Guayaquil - - -| 1 1754 | Soul - - - . 
1693 | Wenchow - -| 1d 1755 | Copenhagen - 
1694 | Pireus l. | 1756 | Nice - 
1695 | Tokio -| 34. 1757 | Lisbon 
Marseilles - -| 1758 | Nagasaki 
1697 | Manila -| 1759 | Hambu 
1698 | Jerusalem - | 1d. 1760 | Mozambique - 
1 Cherbourg - - 1761 | Cettinjé - 
1700 | Leghorn - | 1762 | The Hague - 
1701 - - - Ce - 
iu OW - i - 
Naplea - - - | 2d 1765 | Zanzibar - 
1704 | Stockholm - - 1766 Pakhoi 
1705 | Corunna - - | 2d. 1767 New York 
1706 | Rio de Janeiro - - | 23d. 1768 | Chef 
1710 | Montevideo - 1772 | Nice - 
1711 | Charleston - . - | 24d. 1773 | Bucharest - - ° 
1712 | Baltimore - | 1774 | Port Said 
1714 | Callao - - - | 1776 | Madrid - 
1715 | Ningp - - -| 1d. 1777 | Vienna - - =| 2d. 
Hankow - -| 1¢d. 1780 | Newchwang’ - -| 1d 
1718 an 
1719 | Foochow - - - | | Wuhu - ol 
1720 | - - - d, 1782 | «| 2d. 
1721 | Panama 1783 ‘onga -| 4d. 
:1722 | Batavia - - - | 14d. 1784 | Smyrna -| 4d, 
1 Genoa - - | 1785 hdad - id. 
1724| Cagliari - | | 1786 | Tokio | 44d, 


| 
i 
a 
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The following Reports from Her aiisetyrs Representatives abroad on subjects of 


and commercial interest have 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


also been issued, and may be obtained from 


No. — Price. 
387 | Portugal.—Report on the East Coast Route to Mashonaland - 1d. 
688 | Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Iron in ant 
the Betler Ironworks in Hungary 5d. 
389 | Belgium.—Report on the Output of Coal, tom, on Steel in 
Belgium in 1894-95 - 3d. 
390 | Japan.—Report on the Railways of Japan (with Plans) -| 183d. 
391 Egypt. —Report on the 
and Egypt 23d. 
392 | Germany.—Report on the Wine Trade of Germany, 1893-95 - 1d. 
393 | Mexico.—Report on the Cultivation of Coffee in Mexico - 1d. 
334 | Switzerland.—Report on the various ont 
cultural Development of Switzerland 1}d. 
395 —Report on the Reduction of aad Told 
for Coal the Silesian Mines’ - 3d. 
396 | Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Treatment of Habitual 
Drunkards in Austria and the “ Curatel” Procedure - 3d. 
397 | Brazil—Report on the Productions, Commerce, and Finances 
of the States of Amazonas and Para - - -| 2d. 
398 | Portugal.—Report on the Port and Railway of Lorengo 
Marques - - - - - - 2d. 
399 | Germany.—Report on the Society for Insurance against Want 
of Employment in and Labour Registry 
at Cologne - 1}d. 
400 | Switzerland.—Keport on the Extent of State 
to Commercial Education - id. 
401 | Mexico.—Further on Various 
of Mexico 2d. 
402 | Germany.—Report for the Year 1894—95 on the 
Colonies in Africa and the South Pacific ~ 6d. 
403 | United States—Report on the United States Cattle-Raising 
Industry in 1896, _ the Export of cute aod Beef to Great 
Britain - - - - | lid 
404 | United States.—Report on the Distress caused to British Emi- 


grants to California by tend ont 
Emigration Agencies 


14d. 
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XXIIL.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 


Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 
ANNUAL. 
: | No. Colony. Year. No. Colony. Year. 
50 | Falkland Islands - =| 1891 114 | Malta -| 1893 
51 | Leeward Islands - 115 | Zululand eis 
52 | Grenada - 116 | British Honduras - 
53 | St.Lucia - ” 117 | Trinidad and Tobago 
54 | Labuan - 118 | Falkland Islands 
55 | BritishGuiana - - - 119 rigues 
56 | Zululand - 120 | Mauritius - 
{ 57 | Mauritius - 121 | Straits Settlements 
58 | Lagos - - > 122 Labuan ° 
59 | Straits Settlements - - 123 | Basutoland - - | 1893-94 
60 ylon - - 124 St.Lucia - -| 1898 
61 | Natal - - | 1891-92] ] 125 | St. Helena - 
62 | Basutoland - - 126 | Ceylon - 
63 | St. Helena -| 1891 127 | Fiji - 
64 | Sierra Leone - - 128 - e 
| 65 | Jamaica - | 1891-92] | 129 | Sie me - - - rf 
| 66 | Trinidad and “Tobago -| 1891 130 Be Bechuanaland - | 1893-94 
67 | Newfoundland - o 1892-93 
68 | British New Guinea - | 1891-92] 131 | British New Guinea 4 and 
! 69 | Victoria - - - | 1891 1893-94 
70 | Rodrigues - - 132 | Lagos - - - - | 1893 
71 i - - - | 1892 133 | BritishGuiana - - - |1893-94 
72 -| 1891 134 | Jamaica - - af 
73 Butish Honduras - - 135 | Newfoundland - -| 18938 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands -| 1890 136 | Gold Coast 
75 | Gibralta -| 1892 137 | Zululand -| 1894 
fi "6 "Islands 188 | Bermuda - 1% 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago 140 | Barbados - 
79 | Malta 141 and Caicos Islands -| ,, 
82 | Grenada - 144 | Windward Islands 
83 | Barbados - 145 | Trinidad and Tobago 
84 | St.Vincent - - -| 4 146 | Gibraltar 
85 jong Kong 147 Falkland Islands - - 
86 it. Lucia - - - 148 Hong Kon; - 
87 falkland Islands - - 149 Straits Sett loments - - 
88 Gold Coast - - - 150 Lagos 
89 | Basutoland - - | 1892-93] 151 | Seychelles - 
90 |.jCeylon - - -| 1892 152 | Basutoland - - | 1894-95 
91 Zululand - - - » 153 Fiji_ - - =< 1894 
92 Mauritius - - pa 154 t. Helena - - = ne 
93 | Labu - - 155 | Ceylon - 
94 | British Honduras - 156 | Mauritius 
95 | Lagos - - - - 157 | Labuan 
96 | SierraLeone - - - 158 | Gold Coast 
97 | Fiji - 159 | BritishGuiana - - 
98 foam ed - 160 | SierraLeone - -| 1894 
99 | St. - | Jamaica | 1894-95 
_ 100 British “Bechuanaland + | 1892-93] | 162 | British Honduras - - ~-| 1894 
101 | BritishGuiana - + , 163 | British Bechuanaland | 1804-95 
102 | Newfoundland - -| 1892 164 | Newfoundland 1804 
103 | Jamaica - | 1892-93] 165 | Gambia - =| 1895 
104 | Victoria - - | 1992 166 | Bermuda .- 1894 
105 | Bermuda - : - =| 1893 167 | Leeward Islands - - ne 
106 | Gambia - 168 | British New Guinea |1894-95 
107 | Hong Ko - - - ~ 169 | Zululand . -| 1895 
108 | St. Vincent - 170 | Sierra Leone - 
109 | Gibraltar = - - 171 | Gibraltar = - 
110 | Bahamas - - | 172 | Malta 
11. | Turks and Caicos Islands - 173 | Barbados | 
H 112 Leeward Islands - 2.) dee 174 | Turks and Caicos Island - . 
= - 
03 | MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. | Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast = - | Economic Agriculture, 
2 |Zululand - - - | Forests, 
8 Sierra Leone - | Geology and Botany. 
4 Canaiia - | Advantages to Emigrants. 
01 - | Bubonic ue. 
7 Newfoundland - - - - | Mineral Siesverees. 


| 

4 

4 


| 

j 


